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. 10 killed in attack on Sudan mosque 

NICOSIA (R) — Ten people were killed in an armed attack 
an a mosque in Omdnrman, twin city of the Sudanese capital 
Khartoum, during Friday prayers, (he Sudanese Interior 
Ministry reported in a statement broadcast by state radio. 
About five attackers “carried out a wicked act of aggression ,** 
at the mosque, the statement, monitored by die British 
Broadcasting Corporation, said. The attackers fled but one 
suspect was captured, the ministry said. Ten people were 
killed and several injured, some of them seriously, it said. The 
statement gave no indication of the attackers* motives but said 
early reports indicated there were foreigners among them. 
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His Majesty King Hussein is received upon his return home on 
Friday by His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan (photo by 
Yousef Al ’Allan) 


By A yin an Al Safadi 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — His Majesty King 
Hussein returned home Friday 
describing as “very successful" 
talks he held with U.S. Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton and other 
administration officials and 
saying that the two countries 
are determined to bring their, 
relation to the strong levels of 
the past. 

*‘I believe (the visit) was a 
very successful one. It came at 
a good time... (and) was char- 
acterised by openness and 
frankness." King Hussein told 
reporters upon returning to 
Amman from a three-leg visit 
that also took him ro Austria 
and Croatia. 

King Hussein said that there 
was a genuine desire in the 
U.S. to support Jordan and see 
American-Jordanian relations 
“develop and grow.” 

“But this might need time 
and patience," he said. 

Reaffirming Jordan’s com- 
mitment to a just and compre- 
hensive Middle East peace. 
King Hussein expressed hope 
for progress on all tracks of the 
Arab-Israeli peace talks in the 
upcoming period. 

But in response to a question 
on how soon Middle East 
peace could be achieved, the 
King said: "I cannot say for 
sure that we are that close from 
achieving peace. But I believe 


the process is serious.” 

King Hussein said that Jor- 
dan had rejected “suggestions" 
to ratify a peace treaty with 
Israel and then negotiate its 
terms because “this is not the 
right approach at all.” 

He said Jordan was currently 
negotiating the items on the 
agenda for peace talks with 
Israel and that is “a part of a 
process leading to the estab- 
lishment of final, comprehen- 
sive peace.” 

“Sometimes there are diffi- 
culties or obstacles, but 1 be- 
lieve that we can overcome 
(them) if everybody's wish was 
to work together for peace," 
said King Hussein, who added 
that he was not fully familiar 
with the outcome of the Davos 
talks between Israeli Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres and 
Palestinian leader Yasser Ara- 
fat. 

Responding to a question on 
claims by Israeli Knesset mem- 
ber Yael Dayan that she would 
visit Jordan in March upon his 
invitation. King Hussein said, 
“I have not issued an invita- 
tion.” 

“But I don’t know, maybe 
she’d like to visit Jordan in 
March and may be that should 
be possible. I don't have any- 
thing to say about that.” 

Responding to a question on 
the assassination of Jordanian 
diplomat Nayeb Imran 
Maaytah in Beirut last week. 


King Hussein said he “was 
more than angered and sad- 
dened by this kind of vicious 
crime." 

But the King said that Jor- 
dan, which has paid dearly “in 
blood in the past for our princi- 
ples and ideals” would not be 
“intimidated by cowards and 
cowardly acts." 

“All of us are going to die 
sooner or later... but nobody 
can murder a nation and I 
think that here we have a 
nation which stands proud and 
will continue to stand proud 
and we will never be intimi- 
dated by cowards and cowardly 
acts,” King Hussein said. 

“I don’t chink that there are 
any in this world who can 
intimidate this country," he 
said. 

King Hussein expressed con- 
fidence that the perpetrators of 
two explosions in cinema 
theatres in Amman and Zarqa 
in the last two weeks "will be 
found out and be dealt with.” 

Nine people were injured in 
the explosions. Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam Majali said the 
authorities had made some 
progress in the investigations. 
But he did not elaborate. 

Responding to a question on 
the situation in Yemen. King 
Hussein said Jordan will “do 
the impossible" for bringing 
about reconciliation between 
Aden and San ’a but added that 
the signing of a treatv to end 


the crisis could be delayed for 
some time, (see separate story). 

King Hussein, who on 
Thursday visited Jordanian 
peacekeeping troops in 
Croatia, praised the role Jor- 
dan is playing in keeping peace 
in that country. He said this 
role corresponds with Jordan's 
ambitions and goals to see peo- 
ple live in “peace and dignity." 

Cn a cold and windy day, 
several hundred Jordanian sol- 
diers lined up in from of their 
headquarters near Nouska 100 
kilometres west of the Croa- 
tian capital Zagreb, to wel- 
come the King, the AP re- 
ported. 

They are stationed in Sector 
West, one of four U.N. pro- 
tected areas in Croatia, where 
U.N. forces have kept relative 
peace since Croats and Serbs 
reached a ceasefire accord in 
January 1992. 

The 950-strong Jordanian 
battalion that rotates every six 
months has been deployed 
there since April 1992. It was 
King Hussein's second visit to 
them. 

There were cheers when the 
King walked into the impro- 
vised white tent, the size of a 
basketball field, into which the 
entire battalion managed to 
squeeze. 

They chanted: “We will give 
our soul and blood for you, 

(Continued on page S) 


Ministry 

refutes 

charges 

AMMAN (J-T.) — The Minis- | 
try of Supply Friday denied , 
reports in some local newspap- 1 
ers that milk powder imported 1 
by the ministry was unfit for : 
consumption and threatened 
legal action against parties 
spreading such information. 

The director of the minis- 
try’s quality control depart- 
ment, Hassnouni Mheilan, said 
the milk imported by the 
ministry from Belgium' under- 
went jests in the manufacturing 
country and at the ministry’s 
laboratories in Aqaba when it 
was received in the beginning 
of 1993. 

Of the whole quantity, tot- 
alling about 300,000 cartons, 
some.- 255 ,000 were sold in the 
local-market while part of the 
rest was found in swollen bags. 
Mr. Mhwilan said. 

These, he added, were sent 
to the laboratories of the 
Ministry of Health, the Royal 
Scientific Society (RSS) the 
University of Jordan and, the 
Greater Amman Municipality 
(GAM) and none of them did 
not find any reason for not 
selling them to consumers. 

“My capacity as head of the 
quality control department and 
an official of the ministry for 
nineyears gives me the right 10 
give £ny opinion in this issue,” 
Mr. Mheilan. a master degree 
holder in food technology, said 
in a letter sent to the newspap- 
ers. 

“All lab tests results avail- 
able at the department from 
the Ministry of Health, the 
RSS, the University of Jordan 
and the municipality in addi- 
tion to other Arab and interna- 
tional labs prove that the 
whole quantity of milk is fit for 
human consumption, including 
the 45,000 cartons which some 
alleged that were kept in swol- 
len bags without relying on any 
lab tests,” he said. 

He said all the test results, 
whether biological, chemical 
or radiological, proved that the 
milk powder was fit for con- 
sumption, conforming with the 
ministry's standards and speci- 
fications. 

The fear was caused when 
some milk bags were found 
torn or pinched which forced 

(Continued on page S) 
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Arafat may not meet Peres Monday; 
Rabin consults generals on peace 


Yemeni pact stalled; King 
pledges continued efforts 


TUNIS (Agencies) — A senior 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) official said on 
Friday PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat was unlikely to meet 
Israeli Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres in Cairo on Monday 
as a final settlement of security 
arrangements for Palestinian 
self-rule was still unsure. 

Other PLO officials would 
probably go in Mr. Arafat's 
place. Executive Committee 
member Yasser Abed-Rabbo 
said. 

Mr. Peres said in the United 
States on Thursday he would 
meet Mr. Arafat in Cairo on 
Monday, carrying on from last 
weekend’s talks in Davos, 
Switzerland. 

But Mr. Abed-Rabbo told 
Reuters: “It is not sure or 
necessary that Chairman Ara- 
fat take part at Monday's 
meeting, particularly if it does 
not appear this meeting will be 
able to reach final results." 

Mr. Abed Rabbo was speak- 
ing after a Thursday night re- 
view by the PLO leadership of 
the results of the Davos meet- 
ing. 

"The PLO leadership has 
some observations on some 
issues discussed during the 
Davos meeting, particularly 
about the surface of (Jewish) 
settlements in the Gaza Strip 
and lateral roads in the Jericho 
area, for which Israel has not 
yet provided a clear map," he 
said. 

“There are also some other 
points on the passages regard- 
ing the guarantee of Palesti- 


nian citizens’ right to enter and 

? |uit Palestinian lands without 
sraeli security obstacles.” 
Another PLO source said 
that before deciding whether 
to attend the Cairo talks, Mr. 
Arafat was looking for a clear 
sign from Israel that Mr. Peres 
would be authorised by Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin to 
negotiate a final agreement 
with the Palestinians on secur- 
ity issues. 

“Mr. Arafat does not want 
to attend another meeting with 
the number two (Peres) unless 
he has delegation from number 
one (Rabin) to take deci- 
sions,” he said. 

The Israelis will take to 
Cairo the results of Mr. 
Rabin's Friday conference with 
army commanders about 
security arrangements after 
Israel makes its promised but 
delayed withdrawal from the 
Gaza Strip and a West Bank 
enclave around Jericho. 

— A pronounced split be- 
tween the army chiefs and Mr. 
Peres over negotiating posi- 
tions with the PLO prompted 
Mr. Rabin to consult with his 
generals Friday. 

The dispute between Mr. 
Peres and the army was on 
security issues, with the army 
taking a harder line on getting 
the Palestinians down to de- 
tails. 

Mr. Rabin seemed more 
optimistic than he did after the 
Davos talks when he said an 
agreement could take weeks. 

“The goal is to consolidate 
what was advanced significant- 


ly in the Davos talks when 
Peres meets Arafat Monday in 
Cairo,” Mr. Rabin told Israel 
Radio when asked why he was 
meeting with the army’s gener- 
al staff. "But the heart of the 
security issue has been dealt 
with in Davos and I hope will 
be concluded in Cairo." 

However, he also told a 
group of bankers that even if 
the security issues are solved, 
“there are still the economic 
problems, the micro and macro 
problems, how will it all 
work?" 

Mr. Rabin added that the 
agreement would not be im- 
plemented until all issues were 
resolved. 

Talks stalled over control of 
the borders into the Palestinian 
autonomy zone in the Gaza 
Strip and the Jericho region, 
including the size of Jericho 
itself. 

“It is an issue of drafting ... 
the crossings and the size of 
Jericho, to arrive at a an 
agreed upon, clear result." Mr. 
Rabin said. “We haven't yet 
discussed in depth the dimen- 
sions of the Palestinian 
police." 

The radio said Mr. Rabin 
rejected the ideas of joint pat- 
rols with Palestinian police, 
Palestinian outposts on the 
roads leading to the Gush Katif 
bloc of settlements and did not 
want any Palestinian customs 
agents. 

Chief-of-staff Lieutenant- 
General Ehud Barak told 

(Continued on page 5) 


By a Jordan Times 

Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The signing of a 
reconciliation and reform 
agreement among Yemen’s 
feuding political leaders have 
been put off after last-minute 
differences emerged between 
the dominant parties in the 
north and south of the country. 

Amman was supposed to 
have hosted on Monday the 
signing of the agreement, 
worked out by a mediation 
committee last month, and was 
awaiting a Yemeni delegation 
headed by Deputy Prime 
Minister Mujahed Abu Sha- 
wareb on Thursday to finalise 
plans for the event. 

But officials said Amman 
was informed that the delega- 
tion was putting off its visit 
until the Yemeni parties sort 
out their differences and final- 
ise the draft accord itself. 

His Majesty King Hussein, 
who played a key role in 
mediating the rift berween 
Yemeni President Aii Abdul- 
lah Saleh and Vice-President 
Ali Salem Al Beedh. said Fri- 
day: “I believe that we may 
still need some time to reach 
this conclusion. You know the 
extent of our concern over the 
Yemeni brothers and our re- 
sponse to their faith in us here 
in Jordan and their wish that 
we assist them in reaching the 
agreement and setting the basis 
for the future.” 

The King, who was answer- 
ing reporters' questions uppn 
his return home from visits to 


the U.S. and Austria, (see 
separate story), added: “We 
have made great efforts and we 
will continue. This process 
might be delayed for some 
time... we will always try to 
make Jordan the capital of 
agreement and reconcilia- 
tions.” 

Omani Foreign Minister 
Yousef Ben AJawi was in Am- 
man Thursday to exchange 
views with Jordanian officials 
on the Yemeni developments. 

Like King Hussein, Oman's 
Sultan Q a boos Ben Saeed was 
also closely involved in media- 
tion the Yemeni political crisis. 

Vice-President Beedh has 
remained ensconsed in his 
Aden stronghold since August 
when he stalked out of the 
capital Sanaa, dissatisfied with 
the slow pace of unification 
and the violence in the coun- 
try, which was formed in a 
merger of the North and south 
in May 1990. 

Abdul Karim Al Iriyani. 
minister of planning and de- 
velopment and the representa- 
tive of President Saleh's 
General People's Congress on 
the (GPC) mediating commit- 
tee, charged that the south- 
erners had raised new condi- 
tions that would delay the sign- 
ature. 

“We are ready to sign the 
pact even if it were done 
aboard a warship in the high 
seas,” Mr. Iriyani told a press 
conference. “New conditions 
from the Yemen Socialist Party 

(Continued on page 5) 


Bilaterals to resume on Feb. 15; Syria assails Israel 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— State Department spokes- 
man Michael McCurry said 
Thursday that Middle East 
peace talks in Washington 
have been productive and the 
parties have agreed to recess 
until Feb. 15 to confer “with 
their authorities at home.’’ 
“The co-sponsors of thq, 
talks consultation after with 
the parties have suggested a 
short break... and the parties 
have agreed that the talks will 
resume here in Washington on 
Feb. 15th in much the same 
formal that they've been using 
so far: the more informal, 
streamlined format... (which) 
has been conducive to produc- 
tive, interesting exchanges be- 
tween the parties,” he said. 


The spokesman added that 
“it would be premature to sug- 
gest any dramatic break- 
throughs in the talks they've 
had so far.” 

Asked why the co-sponsors 
suggested a break, Mr. McCur- 
ry said: “I think they felt it was 
a good opportunity for the 
parties to take a breather and 
consult with their governments 
and their authorities in their 
respective locations and that it 
was a good point to maybe 
take a break. And they’ve 
been going for almost two 
weeks solid and it’s a good 
point to take a break, and then 
come back again." 

Asked at what level will the 
talks resume, he said: “Same 
format and my understanding 


is, same level, including the 
heads of delegation and those 
who have been participating.” 

Syria criticises Israel 

A leading government-run 
Syrian newspaper Friday 
blamed Israel for the lack of 
progress in the 12th round of 
Middle East peace talks in 
Washington and indirectly cal- 
led for U.S. pressure on .the 
Jewish state. 

The Al Thawra daily, casting 
a pall over recently resumed 
negotiations, said in an edito- 
rial: “If no political pressure is 
exerted on Israel to bring her 
rulers back to the right path, 
peace will remain a far-fotched 


goal and more setbacks will 
appear.” 

“If the peace process re- 
mains exposed to continuous 
setbacks, the Middle East re- 
gion will be facing the danger 
of explosion," the newspaper 
warned. 

The Syrians appear to be 
playing down the prospects for 
their talks with Israel, which 
resumed last week after a four-' 
month break', that was trig- 
gered by the signing of the 
Palestinian Liberation Orga- 
nisation's (PLO) secretly 
negotiated Sept. 13 accord 
with Israel. 

The talks got underway 
again after Syrian President 
Hafez Al A^ad met U.S. 
President Bill Clinton in Gene- 


va Jan. 16 and showed signs of 
a new flexibility. 

The latest round ended 
Thursday. 

An Israeli official said there 
had been “some subtle 
changes, very subtle," in 
Syria’s position and that the 
mood had improved. 

But Al Thawra declared: 
"The Washington bilaterals 
have ended without achieving 
any tangible progress.” 

It said that the world has 
become convinced that Israel’s 
negotiators were still present- 
ing “frozen ideas" about their 
understanding of peace condi- 
tions and requirements. 

(Continued on page 3) 


Jordan backs social development summit 

NEW YORK (Peira) — Jordan's permanent representative to the 
United Nations Adnan Abu Odch said Friday Jordan had always 
supported the idea of holding an international summit to discuss social 
development out of its awareness of ihe increasing social problems and 
the dangers inherent in them at national, regional and international 
levels. Addressing a meeting of a summit preparatory committee at 
the U.N. headquarters in New York, Mr. Abu Odeh said Jordan 
believes that social problems are universal and seeks an international 
effort to tackle them. Jordan, he said, realises that (he three main 
issues that would be handled by the conference will be or concern to all 
countries in the world. Choosing Copenhagen to host the conference is 
but a sign on the state of unity the world is living to counter 
environmental problems and demographic changes, he said, adding 
that if the summit was to achieve effective results, the participating 
countries have to sincerely recognise this stale of unity. Mr. Abu Odeh 
said the Jordanian government had taken extensive procedures to 
prepare for this international summit and had set up a specialised 
national panel headed by the minister of social development. 
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King returns, says ties with 
U.S. are being consolidated 



His Majesty King Hussein embraces Her Royal Highness Princess 
Raya upon his return home Friday along with Her Majesty Queen 
Noor (photo by Yousef Al ’Allan) 


Several people questioned 
in explosions at cinemas 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Security author- 
ities are questioning at least 
five people in connection with 
bombings at two movie 
theatres in the last two weeks. 
But officials are declining com- 
ment on whether there was any 
evidence to indicate that a 
single group was behind the 
two blasts. 

Interior Minister Salameh 
Ham mad confirmed the arrest 
of five people on Wednesday, 
one day after a bomb tore 
through the Salwa movie 
theatre in Zarqa, injuring two 
people, one of them seriously. 

The minister said investiga- 
tions were continuing and that 
investigators were keeping all 
possibilities open. Other 
sources said more arrests were 
made but did not disclose any 
details. 

The Salwa blast followed a 
similar explosion on Jan. 26 at 
the Rivoli movie house in 
downtown Amman which in- 
jured seven people, one of 
them seriously. 

The common features of the 
two bombings were that both 
occurred at establishments 
screening X-rated movies and 
the nature of the explosive 
devices were the same. In addi- 
tion, the exact place where the 
bombs, described as crude 
homemade devices lacking any 
sophistication, was also the 
same — near the projection 
rooms. 

More importantly, however, 
according to sources, the 
bombs were of the same type 
as that of devices removed and 
defused before they exploded 
at two liquor stores over the 
past six months. In turn, those 
devices appeared to have been 
built with the same technique 
that was used by the extremist 
underground group called 
Jeish Mohammad (Moham- 


mad’s Army), the sources said. 

“It is premature to point the 
finger at any specific group 
despite the common features 
of the explosive devices,” said, 
one source. “Anyone who ever 
worked with the Afghan Mu-, 
jahedeen could have learnt the 
technique.” 

Jeish Mohammad is believed 
to comprise mostly of Jorda- 
nian volunteers who fought 
with the Afghan rebels and 
returned home after the Soviet 
withdrawal from Afghanistan 
in 1990. 

Eighteen members of the 
group were found guilty of 
carrying out or plotting attacks 
against government officials, 
security officers, state build- 
ings and foreign diplomats as 
well as liquor stores and night 
clubs in 1992. 

Eight of them, including two 
in absentia, were sentenced to 
death. The death sentences, 
except those on the two at 
large, were commuted to life 
terms by His Majesty King 
Hussein. 

Jeish Mohammad was at one 
point alleged to be the “milit- 
ary wing" of the Muslim 
Brotherhood, but the Brother- 
hood has categorically denied 
any such link with the group. 

According to experts on the 
Islamic movement in Jordan, 
Jeish Mohammad was set up 
by hardliners who belonged to 
the Brotherhood who were dis- 
illusioned with what they saw 
as the leadership's moderate 
approach and confining the 
group to the mainstream poli- 
tical process in Jordan. 

The Islamic Action Front, 
the political arm of the 
Brotherhood, has denounced 
the Jan. 26 bombing saying 
violence was not the means to 
prevent cinemas from showing 
films that many see as incom- 
patible with the conservative 
Jordanian society. 
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Bishop’s murder, riots 
mar Iranian anniversary 


By Alex Efty 
The Associated Press 

TEHRAN — Iran is celebrat- 
ing the I5th anniversary of its 
Islamic revolution this week, 
bur festivities have been mar- 
red by an attempt to assassin- 
ate the president and the mur- 
der of a bishop who was agitat- 
ing against persecution of his 
church. 

The daily Jomhuri Islami 
complained Thursday that the 
Western news media were ex- 
ploiting the events to “create 
an atmosphere against the Isla- 
mic Republic of Iran.” 

The week-long celebrations 
came amid dire economic con- 
ditions. worsened by world oil 
prices at a five-year low and a 
foreign debt estimated at a 
staggering S30 billion, which 
have heightened hardships for 
most of Iran's 60 million peo- 
ple. 

The .abortive attempt on 
President Hashemi Rafsanjani 
on Tuesday was followed by 
the discovery of the lacerated 
body of Bishop Haik Hovse- 
pian, and clashes between de- 
monstrators and the army in 
the southeastern city of Zahe- 
dan. 

Mr. Rafsanjani. who re- 
mains popular among the peo- 
ple. was elected to a second 
four-year term in August on 
promises of reform to ease the 
economic problems that force 
many Iranians to work at two 
or even three jobs to make 
ends meet. 

Tuesday's shooting incident 
was initially dismissed by au- 
thorities as just an attempt by a 
lone gunman to disrupt the 
opening ceremony of the festi- 
vities. 

But Iran's official radio 
quoted an unidentified official 
as saying Thursday that the 
shooting was part of an orga- 
nised plot to assassinate the 
president. 


As Mr. Rafsanjani addres- 
sed a crowd of thousands at the 
shrine of Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini, founder of the re- 
volution. the gunman pulled 
out a pistol but was grabbed by 
people around him. causing 
him to miss his target, accord- 
ing to local news reports. 

The assailant managed only 
to fire a few shots in the air. 
which pierced the roof of the 
golden-domed shrine. 

Mr. Rafsanjani continued 
his speech unperturbed as the 
10.000-strong congregation 
chanted his name and “Marg 
bar monafed.” or death to the 
hypocrites, the name Iranians 
use to refer to the Iraq-based 
opposition group. 
Muj ahedeen-e-Khalq . 

Tehran's image abroad re- 
ceived a heavy blow when the 
body of the 48-year-old bishop, 
an Armenian-Iranian who 
headed the missionary 
Assemblies of God church in 
Iran, was found with multiple 
stab wounds. 

Mr. Hovsepian had been 
agitating for the release of the 
Rev. Mehdi Debaj, a member 
of his church, who had been 
imprisoned and sentenced to 
death for changing his religion 
to Christianity from Islam. 

Mr. Hovsepian's body was 
found by police in a Tehran 
street several days after he 
disappeared on his way to the 
airport. 

His brother. Edward, said 
Mr. Hovsepian had recently 
received warnings from the au- 
thorities to cease the prosely- 
tising activities of his church, 
which are banned under Iran's 
Islamic laws. 

Middle East Watch, a New 
York-based human rights 
group, said it suspected Mr. 
Hovsepian had been kidnap- 
ped by an Iranian security 
agency, but gave no evidence 
to back the suspicion - 

The London-based Amnesty 


International and other human 
rights groups repeatedly have 
accused Iran's fundamentalist 
Shi'ite Muslim leadership of 
violating human rights of reli- 
gious minorities in Iran, parti- 
cularly those of the Baha'i sect. 
Iran has rejected the charges. 

The anniversary celebrations 
were further marred by riots in 
Zahedan. Iran's eastern most 
city, instigated by reports that 
authorities had demolished a 
mosque of the Sunni Muslim 
minority. 

Demonstrators went on a 
rampage of destruction, break- 
ing shop windows and burning 
the Iranian flag. local news 
reports said. 

They said the protests led to 
clashes with the army and an 
unspecified number of arrests. 
Reports about the demolition 
of the mosque were denied by 
local papers. 

An official statement said 
drug smugglers facing a gov- 
ernment crackdown in the area 
had instigated the violence. 
Zahedan is close to the borders 
with predominantly Sunni 
Pakistan and Afghanistan, an 
area used by smugglers and 
drug traffickers. 

The Mujahedeen-e-Khalq 
claimed that at least two peo- 
ple were killed. 14 wounded 
and about 100 arrested in 
Tuesday’s violence. 

The state-run Islamic Re- 
public News Agency blamed 
“foreigners'' and “counterre- 
volutionaries” who tried to dis- 
rupt the anniversary celebra- 
tions. 

Tehran Television linked the 
shooting with the riots, and put 
the blame for both on the 
United States or Israel. 

“Such incidents could only 
be the work of intelligence 
agencies such as the Central 
Intelligence Agency or Mos- 
sad.” Israel's secret service, 
the television said in a com- 
mentary Wednesday. 


U.S. urges UNHCR to 
back Israeli-PLO accord 


GENEVA (USIA) — As hope 
grows that a new era of peace : 
is dawning in the Middle East, 
the United Nations Human 
Rights Commission (UNHRC) -re 
and other U.N. bodies must 
“turn away from bitter and 
empty rhetoric,” says Geral- 
dine Ferraro, the head of the 
U.S. delegation to the commis- 
sion. 

The declaration of princi- 
ples. signed by Israel and the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) in Washington on 
Sept. 13 gives “life to the hope 
that genuine, lasting and com- 
prehensive peace between 
Israel and the Arab states may. 
at last, be obtained." Ms. Fer- 
raro told the 50th session of the 
commission in a Feb. 3 address 
here. 

Ms. Ferraro, the former con- 
gresswoman from New York 
and Walter Mondale's vice- 
presidential candidate in 1984. 
urged delegates to eschew 
“hostile words” and to "ack- 
nowledge the new reality — 
that genuine progress is being 
made, step by step, day by day. 
between Arabs and Israelis." 

She called on Arab League 
nations to “take a first step" 
toward an era of economic 
cooperation in the Middle East 
by setting aside their boycott of 
Israel. 

Progress was already evident 
at the most recent U.N. 
General Assembly where dis- 
cussions were no longer mar- 
red by the “pointless vitupera- 
tion, which in itself, has long 


constituted an obstacle to 
progress, negotiation and 
peace.” she said. 

Ms. Ferraro expressed the 
hope that a UNHRC resolu- 
tion would emphasise the 
“very positive role” the United 
Nations can play in assisting 
the implementation of the dec- 
laration of principles. 

The resolution should also 
state that a settlement of the 
Middle East conflict is "vital 
for full implementation of hu- 
man rights in that area,” die 
said. 

“The progress we see on the 
political front will contribute 
directly to concrete improve- 
ments in human rights on the 
ground in the occupied terri- 
tories,” she -said. 

Ms. Ferraro noted U.S. 
satisfaction that for the first 
time a UNHRC special rappor- 
teur has been allowed to con- 
duct an investigation in Israel 
and the occupied territories, 
and to present his report on 
human rights abuses in the 
region to the commission. 

“The fact remains that hu- 
man rights violations continue 
to occur on both sides," she 
said. “We in no way condone 
them." 

Ms. Ferraro praised Yasser 
Arafat's Feb. I address to the 
commission, noting that the 
chairman of the PLO spoke 
“not just of the difficulties still 
facing him. but of the progress 
that is being made and his hope 
for success.” 


U.S. -German 
differences 
persist on Iran 

WASHINGTON (AP) —The 
United States continues to cau- 
tion Gennany abbot contacts 
with Iran, one of very few 
areas where the two ktiies 
“have some significant differ- 
ences,” says the American 
ambassador to Bonn. 

“We are very concerned ab- 
out” contacts with supporters 
of “terrorism," Ambassador 
Richard C. Holbrooke told re- 
porters. 

The U.S. and German gov- 
ernments have been working 
quietly on the issue since Octo- 
ber, when both Britain and the 
United States publidy criti- 
cised meetings between the 
Iranian and German intelli- 
gence chiefs, he said. 

Without any public accusa- 
tions, “we are working at die 
problem, exchanging views 
and information and eliminat- 
ing misunderstandings and dis- 
agreements.” he said. 

The United States does not 
object to the European Union, 
to which Gennany belongs, 
having “a critical dialogue" 
with Iran, Mr. Holbrooke said. 
He used Bonn's desorption of 
contact with the Iranian secret 
police, which Germany says 
helped gain freedom for 
nationals. 

' “Essentially we believe that 
the recent American experi- 
ence suggests there is very little 
value and considerable risk in 
talking to people who support 
terrorism, and what is done 
must be done very carefully if 
at all,” he said. 



TALKS IN AUSTRIA: Austrian Chancellor 
Franz Vranitzky (right) introduces His Majesty 


King Hussein to the media prior to their meeting 
in Vienna Thursday (AFP photo) 


Peres encourages U.S. 
Jews to migrate to Israel 


BOSTON (AP) — Israeli 
Foreign Minister Shimon Peres 
on Thursday encouraged 
American Jews who plan to 
immigrate to Israel and pre- 
dicted his country’s economy 
would boom as Arab-Israeli 
peace agreements open bor- 
ders and increase trade. 

“The economic situation — 
looks promising for the future. 
All we are waiting for is you,” 
Mr. Peres told a group of New 
Englanders planning to immi- 
grate. 

But at least one recent im- 
migrant. Karine Bolton. 24, 
said she is afraid the predicted 
economic boom would change 
the character of Jerusalem, as 
developers start building more 
hotels and commercial build- 
ings. 

“Israel is going to start de- 
veloping faster than anyone 
can imagine," Ms. Bolton said. 
“My main concern is that the 
city I love is going to make 
rapid leaps into the 21st cen- 
tury. and I hope it keeps some 
of its old world charm.” 

Earlier in the day at a news 
conference, Mr. Peres said 
Israel hopes to reach agree- 
ment soon with the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) about releasing 


thousands of Palestinian poli- 
tical prisoners. 

Mr. Peres said the issue of 
Palestinian prisoners was on 
the agenda and he expected an 
agreement within weeks. 

The foreign minister said he 
was visiting the United States 
now to report where the Israeli 
government stands. 

“We are not just in the 
business of negotiations, but 
we are in a period of making a 
moral choice,” Mr. Peres said. 

“I feel that we negotiate 
with ourselves not less than 
with the Palestinians... to re- 
turn ourselves to a Jewish 
tradition which is more than 
4,000 years old: We have never 
attempted to dominate another 
people in the past and we don't 
want to do so in the future.” he 
said. 

Later, in a television inter- 
view. Mr. Peres said the peace 
deal would “absolutely" go 
through in a world with no cold 
war. 

“It will happen, and for the 
simple reason that even if we 
didn’t change and the Palesti- 
nians didn’t change, the world 
has changed." he said on 
“Charlie Rose,” an interview 
programme broadcast 
nationally. 


U.S. gives $7 million 
for Palestinian housing 


TEL AVIV (AP) — The Un- 
ited States on Thursday gave 
Palestinians 17 million to build 
bousing for refugees in the 
occupied Gaza Strip, as the 
first instalment of a S500 mil- 
lion emergency aid package. 

The U.S. Agency for Inter- 
national Development 
(USAID) signed the agree- 
ment for the grant with the 
Palestinian Housing Council in 
Arab East Jerusalem. The 
money will be used to build 192 
apartments in the Gaza Strip 
town of Jabaliya. 

It represented the first fruit 
of the $500 million that the 
U.S. promised the Palestinians 
after Israel and the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) signed a peace accord 
on Sept. 13. 

Palestinian leader Faisal 
Husseini said the U.S. grant 
will help Palestinians lay down 
the infrastructure for the state 
they hope to set up in the 
future. 

“-We hope today’s signing 
will be the beginning of a good 
future for the Palestinians," 
Mr. Husseini said. 

Attorney Ibrahim Shabaan. 
chairman of the Palestinian 


Housing Council, said the 
agreement showed the serious- 
ness of the U.S. administration 
in pushing the peace process 
forward. 

"We hope our agreement 
today will be the beginning of 
further cooperation between 
the Palestinians and the U.S. 
government.” Mr. Shabaan 
said. 

He urged President Bill 
Clinton’s administration to 
pressure Israel to ease its 
building restrictions on Palesti- 
nians and halt land confisca- 
tions. 

“We sign this agreement 
here in East Jerusalem, but we 
cannot move an inch because 
the land here is either confis- 
cated. or state land or we are 
not allowed to build on it," 
Mr. Shaaban said. 

There is a severe housing 
shortage among (he two mil- 
lion Palestinians in the occu- 
pied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip, because the economy 
was suffered severely during 
the six-year old uprising, and 
because Israeli authorities con- 
trol land use and building per- 
mits. 


Turkey, Iran 
and Syria to 
discuss Iraq 

ISTANBUL (R) — The fore- 
ign ministers of Iran, Syria and 
Turkey meet in Istanbul Satur- 
day for talks on Iraq, eight 
days after nine Iranian civilians 
were killed in a Turkish air raid 
on separatist Kurds in northern 
Iraq. 

Foreign Ministry officials 
from the three countries were 
due to meet in Istanbul on 
Friday to prepare for the min- 
isterial meeting on Iraq, the 
fourth held since November 
1992. 

At each meeting, Hikmet 
Cetm of Turkey, Ali Akbar 
Velayati of Iran and Syria’s 
Farouk A1 Sharaa have reaf- 
firmed their support for Iraq's ter- 
ritorial integrity and their hos- 
tility to emergence of any inde- 
pendent Kurdish state in 
northern Iraq. 

Ankara is hoping that last 
Friday's air strike against Kur- 
dish Labour Party (PKK) guer- 
rillas in Zaleh camp, 110 
kilometres fr 3m Turkey on the 
Iran-Iraq border will not spoil 
the atmosphere at Saturday's 
meeting of regional powers. 

Turkey on Thursday ex- 
pressed “deep sorrow” for 
causing Iranian casualties and 
has offered to make repara- 
tions. 

“It has been established that 
a few cluster bombs aimed at 
anti-aircraft positions... close 
to the Iranian border exploded 
in the air. scattering parts to 
Iranian soil and causing loss of 
life and (damage to) proper- 
ty,” a Foreign Ministry state- 
ment said. 

“We are deeply sorry that 
Iranian citizens lost lives and 
property as a result of such an 
incident. We offer our condo- 
lences to the families of our 
Iranian brothers who died," it 
said. 

Iran has said nine Iranians 
were killed and 19 injured in 
the attack, one of the biggest 
by the Turkish air force against 
the PKK, fighting for a Kur- 
dish state in southeast Turkey. 

Tehran demanded an apolo- 
gy and compensation fot the 
attack, which created an anti- 
Turkish furore in the Iranian 
press. 

The incident illustrated the 
regional tensions arising from 
the presence of at least 20 
million KuTds whose home- 
lands spread across the borders 
of Iran, Iraq. Syria, and Tur- 
key. 

Baghdad has frequently pro- 
tested at Turkey’s cross-border 
raids against the PKK in north- 
ern Iraq and at Iranian artillery 
and air strikes against Iranian 
Kurdish rebels based there. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Qadhafi ‘closing file on Lockerbie* 

LONDON (AP) — Libyan leader Muammar Qadhafi said 
Libya had no par! in the Lockerbie bombing that killed 270 
people five years ago and was “closing the files on the issue. 
“Libya is not paying the price of the Lockerbie incident, 
because no verdia has been passed I saying : that u should. 
Colonel Qadhafi said in a speech »n Misratah. east of Tnpoli, 
that was broadcast Thursday by Libyan Tdev^ion. Pan Am 
Flight 103 blew up over Scotland on Dec. 21, 1988, killingaU 
259 on board and 1 1 people in the town of Lockerbie. The 
U N Security Council has approved sanctions against Libya to 
pressure the country into extraditing two bombingsu^cts to 
Britain or the United Slates for trial. Libya has refused. We 
declare that we have nothing to do with Lockerbie and we 
have no interest in this issue,” Col. Qadhafi said m the 
broadcast, which was monitored rn London. We are not 
looking at this file and we are closing it,” he said. He added 
that as a result of the U.N. sanctions, Libya w* paying the 
price of independence, liberation and emancipation, the price 
of being a free and sovereign country.' 

Nuclear inspectors arrive in Iraq 

BAGHDAD (Rl — U.N. nuclear experts arrived in Baghdad Friday 
optimistic that lhe\ would make progev. in l heir mission m strip Iraq 
..r its weapons of mass destruction -The objective "I our mission this 
time is to continue "ur work to complete the huMibne mlormaiion for 
our ongoing monitoring and verilication plan. Gary Dillon, k jikr m 
the International Atomic Energy Agency MALA) team, told repor- 
ters. He said baseline inspection "includes mans things in terms oi inc 
declarations under the ongoing monitoring and verification plan 
declaration of facilities and equipment " Mr. Dillon said he expected 
the Iraqis to be oopcraiivc in this regard "We expect to make uscVul 
progress." he added Senior U.N. envoy Roll Ekeus. head oi the l - V 
Special Commission on Iraq tUNSCOM). is in Baghdad discussing 
with senior Iraqi officials to implement U V resolutions calling 
for a strict control of Baghdad's arms industry in the tutu re. 

Gunmen kill two in southeast Turkish city 

DIYARBAKIR. Turkey (R) — Gunmen shot dead two 
civilians Friday in Diyarbakir, southeast Turkey, where a 
spate of street killings "has sown fear, officials said. They said 
pairs of unidentified assailants killed shopkeeper Omer Gunes 
and coffee-house owner Faik Bara in separate attacks. 
Officials gave no motive for the murders but some local 
journalists linked them to a feud between factions of Hizbol- 
lah. a clandestine group said to have links with Iran. Kurdish 
nationalists have in the past accused Hizbollah of working 
directly or indirectly with state security forces to assassinate 
Kurdish politicians and people sympathetic to the separatist 
Kurdish Labour Party (PKK). The government denies the 
death squad charges, blaming PKK-Hizbollah rivalry for many 
of the hundreds of mystery murders perpetrated in the region 
over the past three years. This year there have been more than 
a score of streets killings in Diyarbakir, regional capital of the 
mainly Kurdish southeast, where more than 10,600 people 
have been killed since the PKK began its fight for an 
independent state in 1984. 

Rabin concerned about Zhirinovsky 

TEL AVIV (AP) — Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin said Friday 
he was worried about instability in Russia, saying wide support 
for Russian extremist Vladimir Zhirinovsky in December 
elections was a threat to the Russian Jewish community. “The 
fact that a man like Zhirinovsky can get such wide public 
support from the Russian public causes worry." Mr. Rabin 
told reporters. "Not just because of the sharp anti-Semitism, 
but because of a world view that envisions an imperial Russia, 
with all its implications.” Mr. Zhirinovsky, who rose to 
prominence on the strength of his party's strong showing in 
Russian elections in December, has said he will establish a 
dictatorship should he be elected president in 1996 elections. 
He advocates the old borders of the Soviet Union as the 
borders for Russia, and has envisioned a Russian army 
conquering Turkey and Iraq to gain Russia access warm water 
ports. Mr. Zhirinovsky has also said that Jews are to blame for 
anti-Semitism, has charged that Jews caused both world wars, 
and ha r called for exclusively blond-haired, blue-eyed broad- 
casters o. Russian television. Mr. Zhirinovsky has strongly 
rejected percent rumours that his own father was Jewish. “I 
am concerned about the instability in the USSR, first as a Jew. 
regarding the Jewish community there." Mr. Rabin said. But 
he added that his concern was for the long run. not the 
immediate future. “Central factors are still in the hands of 
(President Boris) Yeltsin, who takes a more responsible 
policy.” Mr. Rabin, said “God forbid in the long run, we 
should return to a reality of Russian imperialist policy, tsarisr 
or communist.” 

Drug dealer, Saudi murderer beheaded 

RIYADH (AP) — A Nigerian drug dealer and a Saudi 
murderer were publicly beheaded Friday, the Interior Ministry- 
announced. The Nigerian, identified as Ahmad Mohammad 
Taher. was executed in the Red Sea porl citv of Jeddah. In the 
southern desert province of Najron. Khalid Ben Musfir Ben 
Dalama Ben Haider was beheaded for shooting to death 
another man. Yousef Ben Hassan Ben Musfir. The ministry 
gave no nationality, which usually means a Saudi national is 
involved. Saudi Arabia is ruled’ under Islamic law which 
prescribes beheading for certain crimes, including drug dealing 
and homidde. The ministry affirmed the government of Kins 
Fahd was determined to "combat by the most deterrent 
punishment, all kinds of drugs because of the grave harm thev 
cause to the individual and society." Some 70 people were 
executed last year, most of them on drug convictions Drug 
cises mainly involve Pakistanis and Nigerians. The Kinedom 
has an expatriate community of some five million ~ 
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iMMAN (J.T.) — iberhard 

• them. director of the 
. Mediterranean, Nea East and 

• iidd'e East divisi-n of the 
Commission of Eurpean Un- 
sn (EU). Friday ended a 

. uree-day vish to ordan. 

Dr. Rhein, one of the key 
•U Commissio. officials 
jrectly in charge f assistance 
rogrammes, ws received 
. hursday by His.Roya! High- 
ess Crowm Price Hassan, 
i ler Royal Highess Princess 
lasma. Prime Miiister Abdul 
. alam Majali arl Minister of 
tate for Foreign Affairs Talal 
d Hassan. 

At the meetig with Prince 

■ lassan, discussons focused on 
■uropean-Jordnian relations 
nd the effots to achieve 
eace in the BiddJe East. 

Dr. Rhein ws quoted by the 
ordan News /gency, Petra, as 

■ aying that th EU supported 


Jordan's stand and called for 
continued political and econo- 
mic . to l he Kingdom to 
assist it in carrying out its role 
in the peace making process. 

Petra also quoted Dr. Rhein 
as saying that European assist- 
ance was needed to help Jor- 
dan shoulder its immense bur- 
dens. 

Dr. Rhein had a separate 
meeting with Princess Basma 
and discussed increased coop- 
eration between the Qneen 
Alia Fund for Social Develop- 
ment (OAF) and the EU in 
projects that focus on women 
in development and income- 
generation, especially for those 
sectors of society that have 
been targeted by QAF*s activi- 
ties over the past 15 years. 

Dr. Rhein, who was accom- 
panied to the meeting by Fer- 
nando De Los Fayois, EU desk 
officer for Jordan, and Renato 


visit urging 
to Jordan 

Batii, head of the delegation of 
the Commission of the Euro- 
pean Union in Jordan, was 
briefed on the various develop- 
ment activities of OAF. 

Prime Minister Abdul Salam 
Majali and Minister of State 
for Foreign Affairs Talal Has- 
san met Dr. Rhein and the EU 
delegation separately Thurs- 
day to discuss the Middle East 
situation and EU-Jordanian re- 
lations. 

Dr. Rhein paid tribute to the 
Jordanian role in the Arab* 
Israeli peace process, stressing 
the importance of continued 
backing to Jordan in over- 
coming difficulties facing the 
country in that process. 

He was quoted by Petra as 
saying that the EU was deter- 
mined to do all it could to 
finance regional development 
projects after peace in the re- 
gion was established. 


Writers association faces strife 


By Saida Keilani 

Special to be Jordan Times 

AMMAN - President of the 
Jordanian Writers Associa- 
tion (JW.) Fakhri Ka'war 
attributes the recent split 
among JVA members over 
ihe assootion's coming dec- 
dons to aionspiracy aimed at 
Jestroyii; the writers group. 

Mr. Ki’war said that the 
xmspiray is behind the de- 
nands owarded by some 
nember calling for activat- 
ng thejssociation. “Every- 
jody sas that the association 
tas doit nothing, and this is 
lot mu," Mr. Ka'war said in 
i roundtable meeting held at 
XI Urcm A1 Jadid Research 
>ntrcQn Wednesday. “The 
mergence of these new slo- 
;ans tightens me ... it is a 
onspiacy.” 

A nw movement formed 
rithin the association two 
. nonth ago and known as 
, the y-utb initiative cpmmii- 
ee,” ailed upon thp JWA 
draiffitrative body to take 
. luick action against what 
hey 4 *v as inefficiency of the 
• ssocition. 

i Thl committee, which., 
j aamf; comprises’ about 43' ' 

; oiin| writers,' called for in-j^- 
I pedm new blood into, the ■ 
1 ssoation and asked ( the 
dminttration not to accept 
ew. pembers before the 


coming elections; scheduled 
for Feb. 11. 

Apparently, the JWA 
administrative body per- 
ceived this new movement 
and its demands as a con- 
spiracy aimed at undermining 
the association. Consequent- 
ly a splii occured in the JWA 
membership and has de- 
veloped into a serious clash 
over the future president of 
the association. The youth 
committee favours Jamal 
Naji while the orher side 
appears to be supporting 
Mu’nis R azzaz 

“At the beginning, we 
nominated Mu’nis Razzaz, 
but be refused,” said 
Mohammad Masheh, presi- 
dent of the Cultural and 
Creativity Club and one of 
the leading members of the 
youth committee. “At pre- 
sent, we pledge our support 
to Jamal Naji and we can not 
go back on our stand.” 

Mr. Masheh told the Jor- 
dan Times that the main clash 
between the committee and 
the other stream, which is 
supporting writer and col- 
umnist Mr. Razzaz. is politic- 
al. 

He sad that Mr. Razzaz 
refused at the start to nomin- 
ate himself for JWA presi- 
dent, but was being pressured 
by six political parties to run 


for tbe post. 

He added that the youth 
committee's support of Mr. 
Naji came after Mr. Razzaz's 
rejection of its nomination. 

“We reject the notion that 
political parties are still dic- 
tating policies within the 
association and we are not 
-supporting Mr. Razzaz on 
this basis,” Mr. Masheh said. 
“We don’t accept this con- 
spiracy theory either, but we 
are ready for dialogue ... a 
calm one.” 

Mr. Razzaz , who was pre- 
sent at the beginning of the 
four- hour discussion 
Wednesday, agreed and 
emphasised that political par- 
ties should no longer hide 
behind cultural and private 
institutions since they are 
now legalised and can oper- 
ate openly. 

“But that does not mean 
that a partisan should not be 
a member in a certain asso- 
ciation ... I personally did not 
consult my own party when I 
decided to run for the JWA 
elections,” said Mu'nis Raz- 
zaz, who is also the secretary- 
general" of the . Jordanian 
Arab Democratic Party/'' . 

A panel discussion be- 
tween Mr. Naji and Mr. Raz- 
zaz is scheduled to take place 
today (Saturday) at JWA 
headquarters. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Jrovn Prince receives Omani 
fiirmter 

.MMaN (Petra) — Omani Minister of State for 
oreigi Affairs Yousef Ben Alawi paid a brief 
sit roAmmarz Thursday and conveyed a mes- 
ige fr«m Sultan Qaboos to His Royal Highness 
rown. Prince Hassan on bilateral affairs and 
ttemaior.ai issues of concern to Jordan and 
hnan.Mr. Alawi told Jordan Television later 
tat thj visit was within the framework of the 
mtinud consultations between the two Arab 
ates. lef erring inter-Arab relations, the Omani 
linistd said his country was working towards 
:hieyiig reconciliation among Arab states ex- 
ressin; hope that the joint efforts of King 
(ussetf and Sultan Qaboos would result in the 
spired solidarity. 

louse to meet on health issue 

iMMfN /(Petra) — The Lower House of 
ariiaiierit convenes today (Saturday) to pursue 
te discussions on the food and drugs situation, 
hich hp House started last week. In the 
leanthe the Public Freedoms Committee at the 
/ouse Vrll meer Saturday, Sunday and Monday 
> listej to the views of experts on the issue of 
wd aid drugs in the Kingdom. 

tdiai tourism minister arrives 

MM/N (Petra) — Indian Minister of Tourism 
id Cril Aviation Gulam Nabi Azad Friday 
rived here at the head of an offical Indian 
degaion on a three-day visit to Jordan, during 
hich ie will hold talks' with senior officials on 
opes of bilateral relations in the fields of 
■urisii and civil aviation. Mr. Azad was received 
jon arrival by Minister of Tourism and Anti- 
jitidi Mohammad Adwan. the ministry s 
:creiiry General Ghassan Mufleh.the director 
aientof the Civil Aviation Authority. Ahmad 
wibe and Indian Ambassador to Jordan. A.K. 
udhinja. Mr. Azad and the accompanying 
ilegaton later visited King Hussein Bridge on 
* Jodan River and the Dead Sea. 

axpiyers dole out JD40.6m in 
iecenber 

MM/N (Petra) -r The Income Tax Depon- 
ent cdlected almost JD 40.6 million in Decem- 
tr 1995 from taxpayers, compared with almost 
) 36.3 million in December 1992, according to 
e depirtment Director General Mansour Had- 
tdin. Mr. Haddadin said that last months 
'llectkn constitutes 30.5 per cent of the total 
•rimattf for the year 1994. The total estimates. 


as appearing in the general budget law for 1994 
are JD 133 m 

Road accidents claim 2 lives 

AMMAN (Petra) — Two people were killed and 
224 others were injured in 434 road accidents 
which took place in the various parts of Jordan 
during the last week of January, according to a 
weekly report issued by the Traffic Department. 
The report said Amman ranked first with 213 
accidents, followed by Zarqa with 39 accidents 
and Irbid with 27 accidents. In another develop- 
ment, the Civil Defence Department (CDD) 
attended to 988 emergencies over the last two 
weeks, resulting in 26 deaths, according tc, 
director of the CDD Public Relations Depart- 
ment Abdul Raouf A1 Maaytah. Capt. Maaytah 
said the emergencies included 103 fires, 864 first 
aid and 22 rescue cases. He said the majority of 
these cases were caused by gas suffocation. 

Family planning symposium 
begins today 

AMMAN (Petr?) — A three-day symposium on 
communication skills and family planning con- 
cepts will be held here Sunday to promote 
awareness about the benefits of family planning. 
Participants will discus five working papers on 
the role of Islam in family planning, dimensions 
of the population growth problem, health be- 
nefits of family planning, the role of communica- 
tions in promoting family planning and the role of 
non-governmental organisations (NGOs) in 
promoting public awareness about the benefits of 
family planning and it methods. The symposium, 
organised by the Cooperative Institute of t 1 e 
Jordan Cooperative Organisation (JCO) in coop- 
eration with the Jordanian Family Planning and 
Protection Society, seeks to promote people's 
awareness of the dangers of rapid population 
growth, repeated pregnancies, and benefits of 
family planning and breastfeeding. The sympo- 
sium also seeks to create communication chan- 
nels between the society and the participants in 
the symposium and to empower them with dual 
and collective communication skills, in addition 
to encouraging them to promote awareness about 
family planning methods. 

Book exhibit opens 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A book exhibition Friday 
opened at the Forte Grand Hotel in Amman 
organised by the Jordan Book Centre (JBC). The 
exhibition display products from various interna- 
tional publishing houses and will continue 
through Monday. The exhibition includes semi- 
nars on the latest teaching techniques, as well as 
the latest books available. 



every 


drop counts 



8-year-old killed in 
school bus accident 


By Rana Hussein! 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — An eight-year-old 
girl died Wednesday after 
being run over by a school bus. 
in Sweifieh, a police report 
said. 

The child, Nour Mustafa, 
was dropped off at her house 
Wednesday afternoon by a 
school bus driver. Neither the 
driver nor the supervisor who 
was inside the bus noticed that 
Nour was caught under the bus 
when the driver started back 
on his route. 

i The bus had dragged the girl 
about 15 metres before the 
Idriver heard her screaming. 

The 31-year-old bus driver, 
identified as M.H., told police 
he did not notice that he had 
run over Nour after dropping 
her off in front of her house. 

Soon after driving off, he 
said, he heard screaming and 
pulled over to see what was 
wrong. 

He found Nour laying be- 
side the wheels of the bus 
covered in blood, he said. 

Traffic officials who investi- 
gated the accident said the 
victim's clothing had gotten 
caught in the bus door. 

Nour was rushed to a nearby 
hospital by the bus driver, but 
she was pronounced dead on 
arrival. 

Safety measures introduced 
by the Public Security Depart- 
ment (PSD) four months ago 
stipulate that all bus drivers 
must attend a driving course to 
learn the new related proce- 
dures regarding school chil- 
dren's safety when descending 
from school buses. 

All bus drivers were in- 
structed that they are supposed 
to wait and make sure that 
during loading or unloading 
children, the children cross the 
street safely before maintain- 
ing their destination. 

A police official told the 
Jordan Times that the blame 
falls on both the driver for not 
looking in his sideview and 
rearview minors to make sure 
the girl had crossed the road 
safely, and on the superviser 
who was in the bus during the 
accident and did not make sure 


that the Nour reached her 
home safely before closing the 
bus door. 

Man kills wife 
and alleged lover 

A 25-year-old man Wednes- 
day turned himself in to 
Mouhajrin Police Station and 
confessed to killing his wife 
and her alleged lover, accord- 
ing to police reports. 

On Wednesday evening, 
police found the body of a 
32-year-old man, identified as 
A.A.M., on the sides of Queen 
Alia International Airport 
(QAIA) Road. Police said the 
body had several bullet 
wounds. 

An hour later police reco- 
vered the body of a 21-year-old 
woman, identified as J.J.H., 
on Khalda Street. 

According to police, the 
woman was killed in the same 
manner as the man found on 
QAIA road. 

The suspect, who was not 
identified, told police he had 
discovered that his wife had 
had a relationship with 
A.A.M. and he decided to kill 
them both. 

He said that on Wednesday 
morning he learned that his 
wife and her alleged lover were 
together in an apartment in the 
Wihdat area. 

The suspect said he took his 
wife's father with him and went 
to the Wihdat apartment 
where he said, he found his 
wife and A.A.M. together. 

The husband told police he 
took both his wife and her 
alleged lover in his car. drove 
to the airport road, stopped 
and asked A.A.M. to get out 
of the car. 

When the man got out of the 
vehicle, the husband fired 
several gunshots at him. 

The husband then drove his 
wife to Khalda area and killed 
her in the same way, according 
to police. 

The woman was rushed to a 
nearby hospital where she died 
later. 

Police have recovered both 
weapons used in the killings 
and are investigating the case.. 


Environmental activity 
to begin in Aqaba 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jorda- 
nian Society for the Control of 
Environmental Pollution 
(JSCEP), in cooperation with 
Friedrich Naumann Founda- 
tion of Germany, is organising 
a one-week workshop on en- 
vironmental training in case 
studies in Aqaba from Feb. 
5-10 at the Aqaba Gulf Hotel. 

An environmental forum en- 
titled. “Motor Tires and En- 
gine Oil Waste” on Tuesday at 
Princess Basma Centre is also 
part of the programme. 

A total of 30 participant 
non-governmental organisa- 
tions representing government 
agencies, public and private 
sectors NGO's and JSCEP 
members in Aqaba are ex- 
pected to anend this work- 
shop. 

The programme will tackle: 
man and nature; local and 
global state of environment; 
population growth; environ- 
mental home management; 
water management and water 


harvesting; agriculture and en- 
vironment; industrial occupa- 
tional safety and environmen- 
tal protection; development of 
the Aqaba region and its im- 
pact on the environment; sav- 
ing sea water from pollution; 
the role of the marine station 
in life and the protection of the 
coral reef; ecotourism and en- 
vironment and traffic. 

Five environmental case stu- 
dies will be presented to the 
participants who will be di- 
vided into groups to work on 
solutions to these problems. 

During this workshop a field 
visit to several environmental 
sites will be organised. 

Public and private sectors, 
government agencies, factor- 
ies, NGO's and society mem- 
bers are invited to attend the 
Tuesday forum on motor tires 
and engine oil waste. 

The activity will end on 
Thursday with final discussions 
and reports of the working 
groups. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

EXHIBITIONS 

& Art exhibition by artist Huda Sami Qassem at tbe Royal 
Cultural Centre. 

■fr Art and photo exhibition by several Arab artists at the Balqa 
Art Gallery in Fuheis iTel. 720902). 

4 Art exhibition by artist Mohammad Al Windawi at the 
Royal Cultural Centre. 

tz Art exhibition by artists Akram Isawi and Jamal Baddawi at 
the Royal Cultural Centre. 

■ (r Plastic art exhibition by artist Shaker Abu Ghazaleh at tbe 
Phoenix Gallery for Culture and Art. 

☆ Exhibition by Lebanese artist Hussein Madi at Da rat AJ 
Funun of lbe Abdul Hameed Shoraan Foundation. Also 
showing the “permanent” exhibition of 54 Arab contempor- 
ary artists. (Tel. 643251/2) 

* Art exhibition by artist M akram Khaghandouqah at the 
Spanish Cultural Centre. 

☆ Exhibition on the art of architecture al the French Cultural 
Centre. 

☆ Art exhibition by several Iraqi and Jordanian artists at 
Orfali Art GaDery (Tel. 826932). 

it Art exhibition by Suha Noursi entitled “Landscapes” at the 
Hotel Jordan Inter. Continental Gallery (8:00 a.m.-7:00 
p.m.1. 

CONCERT 

& Concert by Tunisian singer Luffi Bushnaq and bis band at 
the Palace of Culture at 8:00 p.m. 

GOETHE-INSTITUT OPEN DAY 

& Open day at Goethe-lnstitut to provide information on 
Goethe institutes in Germany and study at German 
universities by showing films, presenting short lectures, 
and distributing leaflets 111:00 a,m.-7:00 p.m.). 
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U.S. team expected for talks on 
moving cargo searchc s to land 


By P.V. Vivekanand 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — An official U.S. 
delegation is expected to ar- 
rive here soon for further 
discussions on Jordan’s prop- 
osal to move sea-based sear- 
ches of cargo to the port of 
Aqaba , informed sources 
said Friday. 

They said the team would 
hold talks with senior officials 
on the mechanism and mod- 
alities of the proposed land- 
based inspections and report 
back to the Clinton adminis- 
tration, which has yet to take 
a policy decision on the issue. 

The proposal was tabled 
during His Majesty King 
Hussein’s visit to Washington 
in the third and fourth weeks 
of last month. Officials said 
the initial U.S. response was 
positive. 

The plan calls for Lloyds 
Register of London to set up 
a base at Aqaba ro inspect all 
incoming and outgoing cargo 
for violations of the interna- 
tional sanctions against Iraq. 

Until now. the inspections 
were conducted by U.S.-led 
warships patrolling the Red 
Sea. causing severe economic 
losses for Jordan, whose own 
imports are subject to the 
costly delays and higher 
freight charges levied by ship- 
owners. 

According to the sources. 
Lloyds Register representa- 
tives visited Washington last 
week to discuss the proposal 
in detail with administration 
officials. 


Comments from U.S. nav- 
al officials in the Gulf indi- 
cated that the proposal was 
being circulated in U.S. milit- 
ary circles. 

“It would be a step down 
for us.” said Lieutenant- 
Commander Bruce Cole, 
spokesman for the U.S. Nav- 
al Forces Central Command 
headquartered in Bahrain. 
“We might leave one ship 
there for spot checking in the 
early stages." 

The U.S. navy usually 
maintains three ships in the 
Red Sea. focusing their atten- 
tion on the Ttran Straits, the 
gateway to the Gulf of 
Aqaba. Other members of 
the international coalition 
which contributed forces to 
fighting Iraq out of Kuwait in 
early 1991 take part in the 
inspections on rotation. 

The inspection forces, 
which took up place in Au- 
gust 1990 immediately after 
the U.N. Security Council 
imposed the sanctions against 
Iraq, have so far intercepted 
19,350 ships, the bulk of 
them in the Red Sea. 

Of these, 8.450 were 
actually boarded and in- 
spected by American or 
coalition naval officers and 
440 were denied total entry. 

According to the sources, 
the next step after the Amer- 
ican mission's visit to Jordan 
would be formulating a final 
mechanism to be in place at 
Aqaba and recommending it 


io the U.N. Sanctions Com- 
mittee. 

Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali, who addressed 
the committee in New York 
on Jan. 27. has said, without 
specifically mentioning the 
proposal for land-based in- 
spections, that he found the 
committee members willing 
to address Jordan's concerns. 

According to Cmdr. Cole, 
the proposal also includes 
punitive measures against 
vessels found trying to violate 
the sanctions against Iraq. 

“The (shipping of cargo) 
insurance would be forfeited 
if a ship is found to be in 
violation of the U.N. sanc- 
tions.” instead of the diver- 
sions to nearby ports that was 
the maximum penalty faced 
by ships boarded and in- 
spected at the Tiran Straits, 
Cmdr. Cole said. 

Shipping sources do not 
expect the new system to take 
effect in less than six months. 
It is also not clear who will 
bear the cost of Lloyds Regis- 
ter inspections. 

However, the sources said, 
if worse comes to worst, 
Jordanian importers would 
pay the cost if only because 
that will be much cheaper for 
them than continuing to pay 
the extra $500 per 20-feet 
container and 515 per-ronne 
freight that they pay for 
Aqaba-bound cargo. 

“The total amount that will 
be paid to Lloyds will be less 
than 10 per cent of the overall 
Jordanian loss under the pre- 
sent conditions,” said a ship- 
ping source. 


Iran confirms embassy staff cuts 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Tbe Ira- 
nian embassy in Amman has 
confirmed that it had cut its 
staff at Jordan’s request 
emphasised that the decision 
did not reflect any deteriora- 
tion in relations. 

“The reduction of the num- 
ber of diplomats falls only 
under the purely organisation- 
al framwork.” In a statement 
published in the local Arabic, 
daily" Sawt Al Shaab, the 
embassy’ said Friday. 

Officials said last month the 
Foreign Ministry had asked 
Iran to cut the number of 
diplomats at the Aipman 
embassy because the large staff 


was incompatible the Jorda- 
nian deplomatic presence in 
Tehran. 

Officials said the move 
should not affect growing eco- 
nomic and political ties be- 
tween the two states. 

Iran has about 20 diplomats 
and a number of Iranian admi- 
nistration staff in Amman. Hie 
Jordanian mission in Tehran-'; 
has two diplomats and three vl 
locally-hired staffers. 

The Iranian embassy empha-ti^ 
sised its concern to improve 
relations with Jordan, saying 
the issue should not be seen as 
indicating any deterioration in 
relations. 


“We want to affirm that 
close relations between the two 
brotherly countries in which 
the spirit of brotherliness and 
affection are proceeding 
ahead,” said the embassy 
statement. 

"We have no doubts the 
wise Jordanian leadership car- 
ries the same feeling and the 
recent statements-from it are 
the best evidence -for this/’ 

The embassy statement was 
prompted a 1 -newspaper col- 
umnist's article last week sug- 
gesting that Iran may be be- 
hind the killing of Jordanian 
diplomat Wayeb Imran A l 
Maavtan in Beirut last week. 


Chinese group ends visit with 
guarded optimism about trade 


By Ian A tafia 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The China Coun- 
cil for the Promotion of Inter- 
national Trade (CCPIT) de- 
legation ended its trip to Jor- 
dan Thursday indicating that it 
was guardedly optimistic about 
prospects for enhancing future 
Sino-Jordanian trade coopera- 
tion. 

Delegation head Ye Bing 
told a group of Amman World 
Trade Centre members that 
“frankly speaking, we still 
don’t know very much about 
the Jordanian market." 

The CCPIT team Thursday 
visited the Jordan Trade Asso- 
ciation (JTA), the Amman 
World Trade Centre (AWTC) 
and the Jordan Export De- 
velopment and Commercial 
Centres Corporation (JED- 
CO), where it was addressed 
by Marwan Awad, the 
secretary-general of the Minis- 
try of Industry and Trade. 

Both the members of the 
JTA and Mr. Awad empha- 
sised to Mr. Bing that Jordan 
wished to see greater equality 
in the current trade balance 
between the two countries. 

Although official figures 
vary, Jordan currently imports 
from China a little over three 
times in value as it exports 
there. 

“I think that it is our respon- 
sibility as well as yours to 
bridge the trade gap," Mr. 
Awad told the Chinese team. 

In that area, he stated, dis- 
cussions were underway be- 
tween the two countries on 
how to structure Jordan’s re- 
payments of some S47 million 
in debts due to China from 
foreign aid, and that the loans 
would be repaid by Jordan 
partly in commodities. 

“Although the amount of 
commodities involved will be 
relatively small, it will give us 
the chance to introduce some 
of our products to the Chinese 
market." 

Mr. Bing stated at the meet- 
ing with JTA members, 
however, that “an actual ba- 
lance in bilateral trade may be 
very difficult to achieve.” 

Mr. Bing told the Jordan 


Times that “the two countries' 
economic complementarity is 
not very large, and Jordanian 
products suitable to China are 
few." 

“The key point, and one 
which we are stressing very 
heavily to the Jordanians, is 
that they need to provide us 
with detailed information and 
specific lists of suitable pro- 
ducts which we could select 
from. Our attitude is positive,” 
he said, but the bottom line 
regarding hard benefits of any 
imported Jordanian commod- 
ities to China and their price 
range still bad to be adhered 
to. 

Mr. Bing told the Jordan 
Times that China’s economy 
was currently undergoing near- 
explosive expansion, with last 
year seeing a 12 per cent eco- 
nomic growth rate and an over- 
all foreign trade increase of 18 
per cent. "Last year, our total 
import value reached $104 bil- 
lion, a 29% increase over the 
previous year, so you see that 
we are looking for suitable 
products with great urgency." 

He said that China’s current 
main needs were in the areas of 
technology and infrastructure 
development, specifically in 
the areas of air, land and sea 
transport and transport facili- 
ties. telecommunications and 
communications network de- 
velopment, energy technology 
and raw materials processing 
technology, and modernisation 
of China's agricultural sector. 

“All of these are top priori- 
ties for China's development. 
With regard to these areas, 
China has great demand for 
import. But the key issue is, 
once again, what products does 
Jordan have that are suitable 
for our market.” 

At the Amman World Trade 
Centre, the AWTCs members 
told Mr. Bing that one impor- 
tant area for improvement in 
Sino-Jordanian commerce was 
in the field of banking com- 
munications. 

There were no direct routes 
of correspondence between 
Jordanian and Chinese banks, 
and the banks from both sides 
had very limited knowledge of 
each other, which leads to in- 


direct and inefficient routing of 
bank transactions and trans- 
fers, long delays and added 
costs. I 

Overall, they told Mr. Bing, 
this present situation cramps 
trade between the two coun- 
tries greatly. 

They suggested the estab- ; 
lishment of a comprehensive 
communications network be- 
tween Jordanian and Chinese ! 
banks as well as exchange of ' 
information between the two 
banking communities. 

They also suggested that the 
Bank of China open a major I 
branch office somewhere in the ; 
Middle East. 

Mr. Bing concurred with the - 
AWTC members, saying that * 
banking and its development in . 
China had not kept pace with 
overall economic growth, and 
that foreign banks had only 
recently begun to establish ; 
branch offices in China, and on 
a limited scope. 

Wang Yuechun, third secret- 
ary at the Chinese embassy 
commercial office in Amman, 
told the Jordan Times that in 
the future, China planned to 
send trade delegations to the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

He said that China was very 
interested in assisting in the 
rebuilding of the Palestinian 
economy and that China’s mo- 
tives in the case were not mere- 
ly economic, but political as 
well, as China had long been in 
sympathy with the Palestinian 
people and “their struggle to 
regain their rights and digni- 
ty." 


Syria assails Israel 

(Continued from page 1) 

Israeli Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres said in Washington 
Wednesday that he doubted 
the negotiations with Syria 
would make any significant 
i headway unless the format was 
•broadened. . The Syrians 
appear reluctant to do that. 

The Syrians are balking at 
any change in the parameters 
of the negotiations and insist 
Israel stick to the land-for- 
peace format. 

Damascus wants a complete 
Israeli withdrawal 


Opinion & Analysis 


Jordan Times 


An i n d cpc ndmt Arab poNikd duly pwMnhcd in Eiqtab by Ibc Jonfon Fim Found* bon. 
Etfabfabcd 1975 

V- — n *— i* 1 > taloWL j— i **— ■ V-V- W V-j» 


Chairman of the Board of Directors: 
MAHMOUD AL RAYED 
Director General: 

MOHAMMAD AMAD 
Edhor-in-Chief: 

GEORGE S. HAWATMEH 


Editorial and advertising offices: 

Jordan Press Foundation, 

University Road, P.O. Box 6710, Amman, Jordan. 
Telephones : 667171/6, 670141-4 
Telex: 21497 ALRAI JO 
Facsimile : 696183 


The Jordan Times is published daily except Fridays. 
Subscription and advertising rates are available from the 
Jordan Times advertising department. 


Hawks in pigeon holes 


ISRAELI-PALESTINIAN peace talks appear 
to be bogged down once again after the initial 
brief euphoria triggered by the Arafat-Peres 
encounter in Davos last week. For a while, the 
two sides seemed to be on the verge of 
announcing full agreement on all impending 
issues oetween them. That breakthrough, 
however, dissipated with the intervention of 
Yitzhak Rabin whose paranoic concerns about 
security have led him to abort every past effort 
to build on the Sept. 13 Israel-PLO accord. 

Rabin has effectively dashed hopes that the 
two parties have finally succeeded in resolving 
the thorny issues of border control and the size 
of Gaza when he intervened and called for 
additional time to check out the painstakingly 
negotiated agreements between Arafat and 
Peres. “Certainly in a week,” Rabin was 
quoted as saying Wednesday, “this matter will 
not be completed ... It will take a miracle, it 
will take a number of weeks. There are no 
sacred dates.” 

In contrast with Rabin, Peres initially 
seemed more positive about his accord with the 
Palestinian leader. “It (signing the deal) can be 
done in a matter of one, two or three weeks — 
no more than that,” Peres declared upon his 
arrival in Washington. What the foreign minis- 
ter said later, however, remains subject to 
interpretation. 

In any case, what hdesr by now is that the 
Israeli prime minister and his foreign minister 
do not operate exactly on the same wavelength 
as far as their negotiations with the PLO are 
concerned. If the Israeli peace effort is left 
entirely for Rabin to control, not much can be 
expected to be achieved in view of his stubborn 
attitude on mOitary-seciirity doctrines. 

But if peace is to materialise finally, the 
Israeli leaders must first get their act together. 
If Rabin believes so strongly in what he 
declared in Tel Aviv Wednesday, that Arafat 
cannot be trusted, then he must have the 
intellectual courage to say so straight in the face 
of the Palestinian leader . instead of wasting 
everybody’s time. And if this is indeed the case, 
why did Rabin so ceremonially strike a deal 
with Arafat last September and signed it at no 
less than the White House and in front of the 
entire world? 

“We (Israelis) have never been able to check 
whether Arafat keeps his promises,” Rabin 
was quoted as complaining after the Davos 
encounter. The obvious thing to say here is that 
Israel is not expected to arrive at a peace deal 
on the basis of “promises” in the first place, no 
matter where they originate from. The less 
obvious fact is that Labour cannot move swiftly 
towards peace if the overriding mentality gov- 
erning their steps is that of the Likud. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A COLUMNIST in A1 Ra'i blamed the explosions at movie 
houses in Amman and Zarqa and also the assassination of the 
Jordanian diplomat in Beirut on the Israeli Mossad network. 
Bassam Emousb. who is also a member of the Islamic Action 
Front Party, said that the attacks on Jordan fall within a 
systematic campaign directed against this country which is 
embracing Islam and democracy. The enemies of Islam and 
the Arabs are bent on fighting Jordan by kilting the country's 
dipK lats. causing ~onfusion internally and weakening the 
Jordanian economy, charged Mr. Emoush. The writer said 
that these actions are being perpetrated with the aim of 
creating suspicion about the Islamists in Jordan and to cause a 
split within the ranks of the Jordanian society. He said that 
only through awareness and unity within the Jordanian family 
can these dangers be warded off and the country protected. 
The enemies of the Muslims, continued the writer, have been 
d: rnayed at seeing an Islamic awakening in this country and 
h;- v been bent on creating trouble by any possible means. He 
urged the government and Parliament to work together to foil 
these hostile attempts from outside 


A -'3LUMN1ST in Sawt Al Shaab daily called public 
atte von to the danger inherent in the use of the exhausted 
mot r oil by Jordanian's bakeries. Nazih Qusus said that once 
the * . i vice stations have collected a large amount of this oil 
they stll it to certain merchants who in turn sell it to the 
bakeries. The Jordan Petroleum Refinery Company used to 
do this but has long stopped after it was discovered that the 
lead ir the exhausted oil was harmful to the bread and public 
health, continued the writer. He said at present certain people 
are still practising this trade and causing severe damage to 
Mjc health, but no authority has done anything to stop 
then. * ‘-'ess the concerned authorities take strict measures 
and imp* . heavy fines on these traders, the damage to public 
health is boui. ’ *o continue and the consumers and innocent 
people continue u. -uffer as a result. 



Jordanian Perspective 


By Dr. Musa Keilani 


Preachers of the bullet 


should become target 


THE ASSASSINATION of a Jordanian diplomat in Beirut 
last week is indeed of high seriousness and concern to Jordan 
and Jordanians, who will definitely follow their own course of 
action to bring the perpetrators to book. It is not a simple 
desire to exact revenge for the cowardly assassination that is 
behind the Jordanian determination to pursue the killers: we 
need to tell those who lurk in the underworld of international 
terrorism that Jordan refuses to be cowed by attacks on its 
sons and can and will mete out retribution to anyone who 
dares to even try to deviate it from its principled path. 

A diplomat in every sense of the word, whether in Cairo. 
Kuwait or Beirut where he fell prey to an assassin's bullet. 
Nayeb Imran Maaytah had set an example for many in the 
Jordanian Foreign Ministry as to how diplomacy is conducted 
and how a diplomat should tread the thin lines of diplomacy. 
As a person and a diplomat, his death is indeed a loss to 
Jordan's diplomatic community. 

Mr. Maaytah was the sixth Jordanian diplomat to be 
targeted abroad since the mid-80s and the fourth to lose his life 
to an assassin's bullet after Walid Balqaz in Rome. Azmi Mufti 
in Bucharest and Ziyad Sati in Istanbul. Mohammad Khurma, 
Jordan's ambassador to India, and Tayseer Touqan. the 
Kingdom's envoy to Italy, survived the attacks but suffered 
serious injuries. 

Responsibility for some of the attacks was claimed by 
terrorist groups, while investigations have uncovered the black 
hands that were behind others. For one reason or another, the 
man on the street has not been fully informed of the findings if 
only because of the now-defunct information policy of letting 
people know what the state felt they needed to know. 

I am one of those who give little credence to the claim put 
forth by a previously unknown group that it was responsible 
for Mr. Maaytah's murder. It could be nothing but a carefully 
planted red herring to confuse investigators. We have seen too 
many such incidents to be taken in by obscure telephone 
callers and claimants. 

There is little doubt that the killing of Mr. Maaytah. 
Jordan's second-ranking diplomat in Lebanon, was part of 
state-sponsored terrorism and that is every reason that the 
world community should take close note of the incident and 
follow up with broad action. 

For one thing, the assassination warrants focus since the 
very act brings up concern that attacks on diplomats as 
political messages could be on a revival course, after having 
ebbed in the past two or three years, along the same lines of 
politically motivated hijackings and hostage takings. 

Stare-sponsored assassinations as a means to eliminate 


political opposition started in recent history when Stalin sent 
his death squads to kill Trotsky. Since then, the world has 
been hundreds of politically motivated killings but did little in 
terms of collective action to stem them until the 19WJs when 
such actions hit a peak after reaching the shores of the western 
world. 

But it seems today that the preachers of the bullet are 
finding fresh support from states that sponsor international 
terrorism despite repeated experiences that such actions fail to 
achieve political objectives. 

By and large, without state sponsorship and diplomatic 
umbrellas, it is very difficult indeed for assassins to escape the 
long reach of the law. As such, it is high time that the 
international community review its approach to the entire 
issue of state-sponsored terrorism through setting in place a 
series of sure-footed, definite, preemptive action. 

Short of hard evidence — which, by definition, is difficult to 
uncover when states and diplomatic channels are involved — it 
is an impossible task to impose international sanctions to 
punish governments sponsoring international terrorism. But 
there are other avenues to block them. 

For starters, the international community could prepare a 
"diplomatic blacklist" based on available evidence and remain 
committed to a practice of refusing “agreement” to diplomatic 
appointments (“agreement" here meaning the host govern- 
ment's approval of nominations of diplomats from other 
governments). 

Strict enforcement of and commitment to the "diplomatic 
blacklist" would ensure, to a large extent, that those "diplo- 
mats" who have had "experience" in organising terrorist 
activities in the host countries under the cover of diplomatic 
missions would be denied the opportunity to repeat their 
performance in other countries. 

By no means, however, could the “blacklist" be an answer 
to the problem of state-sponsored terrorism, particularly that 
some of those who sponsor terrorism are always scouting for 
“fresh talent”, but it could go a long way in setting in place a 
mechanism which would not only function as a punitive 
measure but also as a preemptive gesture. 

Jordan, which has paid a dear price for its consistent and 
principled approach to regional and international develop- 
ments and placed pan-Arab interests above its own. will no 
doubt take the initiative in formulating action to stem 
state-sponsored terrorism. But it needs the encouragement 
and support of the international community if its initiative is to 
bear fruit. 


THE WEEK IN PRINT 


Food and medicine allegations 


‘big noise, little action’ 


Reviewed by Elia NasraUah 




The controversy resulting 
from the health minister's 
allegations about the safety 
of food and dings m Jordan 
continued to d ominate the 
thanes in the local press of 
the past week. Domestic 
issues, the Middle East and 
Iraq were other topics co- 
vered fry the press in edito- 
rials and opinion columns. 

hi tackling public safety 
matters in light of the minis- 
ter of health's allegations, a 
columnist in Al Dustour daily 
called for a national confer- 
ence on public health, noting 
that such a conference is 
timely and of paramount im- 
portance to the Jordanian 
citizens. 

Such a conference would 
not only tackle questions re- 
lated to food and drags but 
also dvO defence and matters 
related to dealing with the 
consequences of natural and 
safety at the work place and 
residential areas, stud the 
writer. 

In the view of Mohammad 
amin, another columnist in 
Al Dustour, the health minis- 
ter’s allegations were bound 
to receive support because 
they are directly linked to 
every person in the country. 

The minister's views are 
supported by the govern- 
ment, since the health minis- 
ter is a Cabinet member, by 
Parliament, whose task is to 
defend the public and serve 
national interests, and by the 
members of the public, who 
are directly concerned with 
the situation, said the writer. 


of the merchants resembled ,a 
shell that exploded with a loud 
noise but with little effect at the 
official level. 

The writer said that the minis- 
ter's action and words resulted in 
the formation of government 
committees but not in outright 
action on the part of the govern- 
ment which possesses all the 
documents to recriminate the 
people responsible. 


reports about the handicapped 'U 
persons has psychological effects' 1 ' 
on the society. 

Noting that disability ooutd be 
due to hereditary reasons or a 
mishap during birth, the writer 
said that these factors can be 
controlled. What should be 
pointed out here, added the wri- 
ter, is the question of free choice 
of spouse before marriage. 


The writer called on the 
minister to adhere to his 
stand and provide the Parlia- 
ment with all the required 
documents to back his view. 

Samir Qitami, a columnist 
in Sawt Al Shaab, said Dr. 
Malhas -was not the first 
minister to disclose corrup- 
tion in his department, noting 
that Mohammad Alawneb, 
the former minister of agri- 
culture, did the same thing 
and that many Cabinet mem- 
bers have declared similar 
views in private. 

But the writer said that 
whoever dares to disclose 
anything that might endanger 
the interests of the so-called 
sharks and manipulators 
would be facing trouble. This 
is obvious from the ongoing 
fight against the minister and 
fas statements; if the sharks 
have their way, their power 
would increase and their 
monopoly over public life 
would continue. 

In the view of Tareq Masar- 
weh, a wriier in Al Ra'i. the 
minister of health's accusations 


Members of the public in Jor- 
dan know very well that the 
country lades proper control over 
medidne and food while the 
laboratories at the Jordan Uni- 
versity Hospital have more than 
once proved that mothers’ milk is 
polluted by the poisoned veget- 
ables they eat and that the frozen 
meat imported by Jordan has no 
nutritional value at all and the 
Health Ministry officials know 
which food factories do not abide 
by the public health regulations. 
Despite all this nothing drastic is 
being done to stop the damage to 
public health Jic added. 

Mohammad Subeihi. a col- 
umnist in Al Dustour. said that 
wide-scale advertising for some 
foodstuffs in the offidal media 
and the press is not always in the 
interest of the public. He said 
that the only way to provide 
protection to the consumers is 
through legislation that would 
grant it protection, additional 
powers to take the merchants to 
court and stem manipulation or 
selling of adulterated food and 
drugs. 

There is no doubt that the 
health minister's recent state- 
ments about the merchants' non- 
abidance by regulations concern- 
ing public health have aroused 
the concern of the Jordanian 
people, said Sawt Al Shaab in an 
editorial. 

The paper said that it is for this 
reason that this matter has 
assumed such controversial prop- 
ortions and made both the gov- 
ernment and the Parliament to 
seriously consider taking mea- 
sures. 

Al Dustour was all praise for 
the government in this matter, 
noting that the decision to form 
two committees to scrutinise the 
situation reflects a brave stand 
on the part of the government 
which is determined to stem mal- 
practices and present the public 
with facts. 

Whether the allegations about 
the merchants' malpractices were 
correct or not. one can only 
demand that the government 
tighten restrictions on factories 
and the merchants to ensure that 
the public interest is safe- 
guarded. said Mohammad 
Kawash. a columnist in Al Dus- 
tour. 

The writer said that one way of 
doing that is to strengthen the 
hand of the Protection of Con- 
sumers Society which can help 
the government maintain control 
over quality of products. 

A columnist in Al Ra'i daily 
commented on Increasing num- 
ber of handicapped persons born 
in the Kingdom. Nadia Dabbas 
said that the mere publication of 


The wriier suggested that sub- 
jecting a couple to laboratory 
tests before marriage should be 
made into a law. and proper 
laboratories to deal with such a 
matter ought to be created so as 
to avoid having more handicap- 
ped persons which adversely 
affect the country's develop- 
ment. 

A columnist in Sawt Al Shaab 
daily raid that the Ministry of 
Water and Irrigation has been 
neglecting two important ele- 
ments in its basic duty. It realises 
that many of the water networks 
are worn out and leaking, and yet 
it is slow in replacing the pipes, 
and it realises that a great num- 
ber of people fail to pay their 
dues for water consumption, a 
debt that runs into millions of 
dinars, but it is continuing to 
supply these subscribers with wa- 
ter and not taking effective mea- 
sures to collect these dues, said 
Nazih Ousous. 


cause disatfay in the joint stand 
of the Arab parties involved in 
the negotiations with Israel. 

Such an action was meant to 
destroy the coordination that has 
been going on between Damas- 
cus, Amman and Beirut lately 
and to serve the enemy's pur- 
poses. stressed the writer. 

It is important that the public 
in Jordan and the Arab masses at 
large identify the killers of the 
Jordanian diplomat so that suffi- 
cient precautions can be taken 
against their actions in the fu- 
ture. said Tahcr Al Udwan. a 
columnist in Al dustour. 


The writer said it is the prime 
responsibility of the Lebanese 
government to apprehend the 
culprits, but it is also the duty of 
every citizen to be aware of the 
danger and contribute towards 
foiling similar attacks in the fu- 
ture. He stressed that the crimin- 
als ought to be fought on all 
fronts and by all passible means 
to prevent them from dictating 
the.'.' will on the people. 


The writer said that while the 
public supports the ministry in its 
drive to search for new water 
resources, it demands that it pur- 
sue its other duties in the best 
interest of the public. 

Ahmad Dabbas. a columnist in 
Sawt Al Shaab. demanded that 
the pubOc in Jordan move to save 
the lives of a group of kinsmen 
utiustly befog tried in Kuwait. 
The trials are unfair and the 
Jordanians in Kuwait committed 
no crime but are facing long 
prison terms and some of them 
are facing the death penalty, raid 
Dabbas. 

The writer said that while the 
United Slates claims to be fight- 
ing against similar atrocities in 
other countries, it is condoning 
such acts in Kuwait. 

The government should also 
take action and work in coopera- 
tion with other Arab countries 
and international organisations 
to rave Jordanians from repres- 
sion and injustice, demanded the 
writer. 


The assassination or Nayeb 
Muritab. the Jordanian diplomat 
in Beirut, continued to attract 
the columnists' attention. Husni 
Ayesh. a columnist in Al Ra'i. 
condemned the killing as a 
cowardly act. 

The perpetrators of the crime 
have, by their actions, reflected 
by their desire to pursue prac- 
tices designed to destroy Arab 
and Islamic countries, he said, 
calling on the public to remain 
united and collectively fight 
against those trying to harm in- 
nocent citizens. 

George Haddad, a columnist 
in Al Dustour, expressed the 
view that the murder of Mr. 
Maaitah was meant as a way to 


An Arab League decision to 
convene and discuss prospects of 
reducing the effects of the 
boycott against Israel came 
under attack by Fahcd Al Fanck. 
a columnist in al Ra'i daily. 

The writer said that there is 
nothing to justify such a move at 
a time when no progress has 
been made along any of the 
Arab- Israeli tracks and while 
Israel totally disregards U.N. re- 
solutions concerning withdrawals 
from occupied territories. 

The meeting planned for 
March is like asking the Arab 
countries to commit suicide 
under the pressure of the U.S.- 
Isradi alliance, charged the wri- 
ter. 

Israel and the United Slates are 
bent on using all their cards to 
impose their will on the Arabs 
and force them to accept their 
humiliating conditions for peace, 
said Ibrahim Al Absi in Al Ra'i 
daily. 

As one facet of doing this, raid 
the writer, the United States has 
just announced its sale of highly 
sophisticated war planes to the 
Jewish state. 

It is not enough that Israel 
possesses a formidable arsenal of 
nuclear and chemical weapons 
for use J eainst the Arabs, the 
Amcricai. .nsist that they con- 
tinue to cor -c the Arabs into 
accepting Israe 1 '- terms or else 
face the consequences, said the 
wriier. 

It is enough for one to read 
reports about the thousands of 
Iraqi and Somali children dying 
every day to realise the magni- 
tude of injustice befalling these 
two nations os a result of the 
siege imposed by the U.S.-led 
western world, said Sultan Al 
Hattab in Al Ra'i doily. 

The writer said that thousands 
of children, women and old peo- 
ple are continually facing death 
in the name of the international 
legitimacy' supported by the Un- 
ited Nations which fails under 
the influence of the western pow- 
ers. 
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Former secretaries 


of state analy! 

world flashpoints 


By Paul Malamud 


WASHINGTON — Four for- 
mer U.S. secretaries of state 
warned Jan. 28 that North 
Korea and the former Yugos- 
lav Republic of Macedonia are 
flashpoints and potential pit- 
falls for U.S. foreign policy. 

James Baker, Alexander 
Haig, Edmund Muskie and 
William Rogers expressed 
their views of the state of the 
world at the "Eleventh Annual 
Report of the Secretaries of 
State" conference at the Stare 
Department in Washington. 

On Bosnia. Mr. Haig 
cautioned that it is now too late 
for America to intervene mili- 
tarily — that the war has be- 
come a “bottomless pit.” Mr. 
Baker added that the chance 
for peace in Bosnia is “over, 
unfortunately” and there will 
be a "resolution on the battle- 
field.” Mr. Rogers demurred, 
asserting that he thought the 
parties will come to "some 
kind of peace.” 

. Mr. Haig warned that “we 
must not let this conflict 
spread.” To prevent such an 
occurrence, Mr. Haig said, the 
West may need to make “ma- 
jor North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation (NATO) deploy- 
ments into Macedonia." 

Mr. Baker agreed that the 
world is now at the point with 
Macedonia where it was with 
Bosnia before the war began, 
and he warned that if the con- 
flict “spills over to Macedonia" 
it will draw in Bulgaria, Alba- 
nia and Greece. To prevent "a 
broader European war.” the 
U.S. and its European allies 
must make "serious, substan- 
tial moves (so) that the Ser- 
bians understand” the con- 
sequences of spreading the war 
there, he said. 


irb work 


agreed U.S1 China policy 
should be ‘*pr|matic...Wecan 
work with" Chinese leader 
Deng Tsiaopig “and those 
wbo are goife to succeed 
him." 

On Japan.! Mr. Baker 
praised the adnnistration' for- 
doing a “good jb" at “forcing • 
open Japanese harkets," but 
he warned that te real power 
in Japan lie! with the 
bureaucracy rater than the 
political leadershk. He added 
that the United iates has no 
choice but to mlntain good 
relations with Japh because a ■ 
long-term “U.S.-toan secur- ' 
ity relationship” n crucial to 
stability on the ntific. Mr. 
Haig said the Clinty] adminis- 
tration has done “ 
in the area of tra 

Regarding No ft] 

Mr. Rogers said “it" 
administration 
strength" in dealin; 

North Koreans — t 
clear “they'll face de. 
if they start a war 
agreed that “we ne 
really firm in insistinion the 
observance of intentional 
obligations” undertaen by 
North Korea on nudea Issues. 
The issue of North jorean 
adherence to noa-proliiration 
regimes, he said, mint be 
taken to the U.N. Scanty 
Council to put politic) and 
economic pressure on 
gyang. 

Several of the former 
taries criticised the admijstra- 
tion.for sending troops tcHaiti 
and then terminating th« 


Korea, 
ip to the 
show 
nth the 
take it 
)n" 
Baker 
to be 


mis- 


sion in the face of opposiftn in 


Mr. 


Mr. Haig said the situation is 
complicated now that the Rus- 
sians have begun to express 
“violent opposition to the Un- 
ited Nations resolutions on 
Bosnia.” However, Mr. Baker., 
said he thought Russia will still 
jom with the West in “putting 
down.a marker with respect to 
Macedonia.” Mr. Baker said a 
Gulf-war-type coalition against 
Serb aggression should be 
"seriously considered... if it 
gets more unstable we're going 
to be over there sooner or 
later" in any case. 

The participants agreed the 
American people will not 
tolerate unilateral U.S. in- 
tervention in the region, but 
Mr. Haig warned that Euro- 
peans will not act without “the 
leadership of the United 
States.” 

On Russia, Mr. Baker said 
he felt "the resignation of the 
reformers" in the Russian 
cabinet bodes "ill for the pros- 
pects for reform." and he criti- 
cised the administration for 
"temporising on the expansion 
of NATO." Rather than the 
Partnership for Peace concept 
embraced by NATO. Mr. Bak- 
er said the West should 
"guarantee" NATO mem- 
bership to former Soviet satel- 
lites. Otherwise, he said, “we 
may be missing a great oppor- 
tunity." 

Mr. Rogers suggested U.S. 
policymakers can't "walk 
away" from the results of the 
Russian parliamentary elec- 
tions. adding. “We'll have to 
show a little more respect for. 
(Russia's elected) parliament” 
by focusing on relationships 
with leaders other than Mr. 
Yeltsin. 

Mr. Haig warned of a “surge 
of neo-imperialism emerging 
from Moscow that has got to 
recurdle your blood." In his 
view. Russia is in the process 
of "regathering." the old Soviet 
Union together — including 
such states as Georgia — and is 
undermining Ukraine. Mr. 
Haig said it is a. mistake to 
“tolerate" this "without saying 
a word." “Many of my friends 
in Europe.” Mr. Haig 
asserted, “think Zhirinovsky is 
a straw man" created by the 
Russian regime to bring about 
support in the West for the 
Yeltsin government. 

However, Mr. Baker 
opined, “it's too soon to say 
that the reform effort in Russia 
is dead,” noting "there's been 
a substantial degree of priva- 
tisation in Russia" already. 

Turning to China. Mr. Hkig 
predicted the administration 
will not abrogate most- 
favoured-nation (MFN) trad- 
ing status because the “China 
connection is becoming too 
important to U.S. business in- 
terests. Mr. Rogers agreed 
predicting that “the United 
States will say at the end of the 
year that there's been improve- 
ment" in China's human rights 
situation, so that the MFN can 
be maintained. Mr, Muskie 


Port-au-Prince. Howevei ] 
Baker concluded, it's ji t as 
well the United States “ dn’t 
insert lightly armed troqs to . 
enforce some kind of 
agreement." 


m. 


“ Both M. 
\r.afai--a. 
Israeli Prii 
Minister Fi 
zhak Rab 
have a heck oi 
lot invested 
this agreement 
and will do 
erything thiy 
can personally 
to make it- 
work. ” 


All four former secrcmes 
supported continuing tht eco- 
nomic embargo against Cas- 
tro s Cuba and predicted, wii! 
soon lead to the 1 down! II 
Mr. Castro. 

Mr. Haig added tht th 
U.S. military is “unsuitc " 


iiimuuj r unsuttq t 

solving issues of "values ithe 
than interests" in Third fori 


■■■**■* in i niro or 

nations and cannot force he 
to treat their own peop h 
inanely. Mr. Baker argu 4 
•t was a mistake to have 
ressed from a humani ri 
feeding operation in Sdia 
to one of “nation-buHifif 
We got out-bargained b i 
secretary general of the l li 
Nations." 

Mr. Baker said the 
Israeli-Palestine Liber 
Organisation peace agree 
gems from “the end o 
East-West conflict" and 
"America's defeat of -Ara 
jectionism in the Gulf’ 7 

n°# ei 5 3 , greed that the'si 
Ji* s * , de fence of Kuwait 
the Israelis sufficient 
dence in U.S. resolve to 
Peace. Mr. Haig sail 
greatest threat" to tbe N 

v 1 P® 3 ** P roc ess is wt 
Yasser Arafat can “mana 
own constituency.” He 
the danger of swift expj 

of the negotiations to ii 
pyna is that Israeli public 
ion might not be ready' 
and this could lead to a ‘ 
SLJ* d ?n«5tic situatic 
srael and possible reject 
th( T/ peace process. J < 
b^' Baker conclud, 

- Arafat a 7 * 1 

ft. 3 of a lot i 
in th |s agreement” and 

®n er * tt,in 8 they can? 

Mr M T? ke ** Wo1 
Mr. Muskie added r 

g“'-mo bility in t ‘V <? 
get money into th\ ai 
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opportunities that ijtf 
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After three years of unity Yemenis 
find it hard to live together 


By AsKrm AbdeJ-Muhsen 
flcutcr 

ADEN — The sign on ihc door 
nf the luxury hotel in Aden 
reads “the carrying of j unbias 
and arms is banned inside the 
hotel. Please hand them over 
insecurity." 

To the dismay of people in 
this former capital of South 
Yemen, the sign is simple 
ignored by northern * isiiors 
who saunter in with janhia 
traditional daggers protruding 
proudly from leather belt's 
round their middles. 

The carrying of arms, legal 
in the north and banned in the 
south, is a poignant example ol 
how three years of unity have 
done little to bridge differences 
developed over many genera- 
tions between the two parts of 
Yemen, diplomatic and politic- 
al sources said. 

North and South Yemen had 
heen separate For hundreds of 
vears and their historical ex- 
periences have been different 
— politically, economically 
and culturailv. 


"It is difficult to uprthit such 
deep experiences in such a 
short lime." one diplomat said. 

The north, based on its 
mountain-top capital Sanaa, 
was ruled by imams who held 
both religious and political 
st* ay over reclusive tribal chins 
for about MM) years until they 
were swept away in the |9hi 
revolution. It has since been 
ruled, with one exception, by a 
series of military lenders. 

The south was under the 
Othoman Empire tor hundreds 
of years he tore the IS? 1 ) British 
colonial occupation of the port 
city of Aden that had been an 
outward looking trading p»»sl 
for centuries. It was ruled In a 
pro-Moscow Marxist secular 
party from independence in 
!‘Jh7 to the May 1WI merger. 

The merger was seen at' the 
time as a dream solution to end 
impoverished Yemen's politic- 
al isolation and jointly develop 
promising oil finds. 

But a Yemeni political 
source said it soon fell i ictim to 
deep mistrust between the con- 
servative leaders of the north 


and left wing secular south- 
erners. 

This hurst into open rivalry 
last July, paralysing political 
and economic life and thre- 
atening to tear the country 
apart once again. 

A national accord meant to 
heal the rift was clinched hy an 
all-party committee last Tues- 
day. hut there arc differences 
over when it should be signed 
and where and politicians are 
privately sceptical about its 
chances of success. 

The Aden man in the street. 

in contrast, is wondering open- 
ly if signing the accord by 
President Ah' Abdullah Saleh, 
the ruler of Sanaa, and his 
so* -hem rival Vice President 
Ah Salem A I Becdh will help 
improve his deteriorating liv- 
ing standards. 

-We were better off before 
unify. The value of the focal 
currency has gone dim n by -II M) 
per cent since the merger." 
Mr. Ahdou. a junior civil ser- 
vant in Aden, said in a typical 
comment. 

Mr. Becdh told a recent 


meeting ol his Yemen Socialist 
Party ( YSPl the economic cri- 
sis had "forced many respect- 
able lamilies in the south to 
search in garbage tor some- 
thing to eat." 

Southerners were shown by 
world hunk figures to have 

been better off than their more 
numerous northern brethren 
before the union and despite 
perennial poverty, cnioycd 
heller health and other ser- 
vices under a socialist regime. 

They now say the m/c of 
their lormet state and its eco- 
nomic resources represent two- 
thirds of the size and national 
wealth of the unified country. 

"Yet we are being discrimin- 
ated against.” a former south- 
ern diplomat said. “My salary 
is one third less than that of my 
northern colleagues holding 
the same rank in the embassy." 
he said. 

Non hern sources say south- 
erners hold some 3UU.UUO civil 
service and public sector job*, 
in unified Yemen compared 
with 00. INK! northerners. 


Neither tie me could be inde- 
pendently continued. 

Bui the population ot the 
north is put ai 1 1 million 
against two million in the 
south. 

The armies ami security 
forces of the two parts have yet 
to be fully integrated and two 
local currencies are still in Use. 
although they have a fixed 
exchange value. 

Civil laws and educational 
systems are different. The 
north is dry hut there is a 
brewery m the 4nurh where 
there is no ban on alcohol 

The majority of women in 
the north wear thick veils that 
only show their eyes. Such 
veils are rare in the south 
where women are more liber- 
ated and many go out in west- 
ern dress. 

“Apart from a unified flag 
ami nation. if amhem. fuia 
appears to he the only thing 
holding Yemenis together.” an 
opposition source said ol tlie 
IRuirtional embroidered sfcirr 
that most Yemeni men wrap 
around their hips. 


Serb psychics say God 
punishing West for sanctions 


By Philippa Fletcher 
Reurer 

BELGRADE — The rain and 
snowstorms which have caused 
havoc in West Europe and the 
United States in recent weeks 
come as no surprise to Mil in 
Vujanovic. 

She predicted them months 
ago. along with fires like the 
ones which ravaged southeast 
Australia this month and disas- 
ters like the' oil spill in Puerto 
Rico on Jan. 7. 

Hers is no end-of-the- 
century doomsday scenario, 
but a forecast of the price the 
West will pay for imposing 
intentional sanctions on Ser- 
bia for its interference in the 
civil y/ir in neighbouring Bos- 
niu. • e 

Mr. Vujanovic is an actresff- 
tumed astrologer. She added 
Regulus to her name after she 
entered into a heavenly mar- 
riage With a hitherto unknown 
star. She is also a star in her 
own right. 

She t has a regular weekly 
show on Yugoslav Television, 
one ofteveral clairvoyants who 
broke into political forecasting 
after Yugoslavia began to fall 
apart in, 1991. 

"They should not wonder, 
those who condemn us today, 
whv nature, skv. earth, water 


and fire are judging them. And 
it will be even worse." she told 
viewers last week. 

Most livelihoods in what is 
left of Yugoslavia have heen 
destroyed in the economic col- 
lapse brought about by sanc- 
tions. 

Star-gazing and faith healing 
are thriving' as hyperinflation 
eats away at everyday certain- 
ties. 

The crippling effects of the 
embargo on health and morale 
provide fertile ground for pro- 
fessional psychics in a country 
where superstition has strong 
roots. 

The black and white magic 
practised in mediaeval Europe 
clung on in pans of rural 
Yugoslavia through rhe com- 
munist period and has recently 
found new life. 

The psychics claim to have 
direct links to God and make 
liberal use of crosses, icons and 
other religious talismans. 

Their musings are targeted 
at the psychological and 
physical bruises of a people 
shunned by the outside world 
and contain heavy doses ot 
nationalism and xenophobia. 

AH this makes them a conve- 
nient. if sometimes fanciful, 
counterpart to official prop- 
aganda. which blames the in- 
ternational community for all 
Serbia's woes. 


Ms. Vujanovic tells her 
viewers the European Union's 
central computer in Brussels is 
marked 66b. the sign of the 
devil, and gives crazy when the 
word "Christ" is punched in. 

Americans are unbelievers, 
she says, because they pro- 
nounce God as "Gad” which 
means “bastard” in Serbian. 
Serbs, on the other hand, are 
depicted as a celestial people 
protected by God. a fact clear- 
ly shown by the divine justice 
of the last few weeks. 

Many people in Belgrade 
scoff at such extremism, but 
admit it strikes a chord with a 
part of rhe nation whose 
morale is at an a II time low. 
Sanctions hit the innocent har- 
dest. 

• There is no disputing the fact 
that business is booming jn the 
extra-sensory world. 

Zorun Ramovic runs an 
agency of parapsychologists, 
hioenergy headers' and clair- 
voyants based in a glass-walled 
Belgrade business centre. 

It claims to find missing 
friends and relatives, release 
people from the influence of 
sects or evil spells and heal 
illnesses ranging from cancer 
to the common cold. 

Prices start at 50 German 
marks (S29). about five months 
salary for the average Serb, but 
that does not seem to put them 


. off. 

Last week his office was 
flooded with people when 
agency star Ljuhisa Trgovcevic 
announced he would waive his 
usual UK) marks ($57) fee for 
fortune- telling. 

There were so many people. 
Mr. Trgovcevic was forced to 
flee an angry crowd of dis- 
appointed customers. 

“If Trgovcevic had known 
how many Belgrade rs haven't 
gut a single mark, let alone 
100. and fear for their own fate 
and that of their families, and 
do not know where to turn, he 
would not have made the mis- 
take so easily." said the news- 
paper Borha. 

Three times a week. Mr. 
Ramovic's staff uppear on tele- 
vision. and tell" 1 viewers' about 
thpir future. The news is not 
always good. In a recent show 
Mr. Trgovcevic told a man his 
wife would commit suicide 
next month. 

There is some tension 
among the psychics, who com- 
pete not just for followers, but 
for cash in a highly commer- 
cialised world. 

Mention of Ms. Vujanovic's 
name evokes a careful put- 
down from Mr. Ramovic. an 
entrepreneur who says his 
extra-sensory powers were 
conferred on him by a saint 
living in southern Serbia. 


“I respect her (Vujanovic) 
hut what she's doing is com- 
pletely different." Mr. Ramo- 
vic said in an interview punctu- 
ated hy the ringing of the seven 
telephones on his desk. 

"What we are doing here no 
one else has done. Whatever 
we have said has come true. 
We are the only ones in the 
world." 

Mr. Ramovic. whose busi- 
ness interests range from box- 
ing to modelling, says he does 
not approve of current political 
policy, hut has remarkable 
confidence in the talents ot 
Serbia’s President Slobodan 
Milosevic. 

Mr. Milosevic, he said, will 
bring Serbian living standards 
.level with. Switzerland by the 
end of the year and then resign 
and become ambassador to the 
United States. 

His colleagues Violeta Sarie. 
in heavy make-up and a black 
outfit to march her wild black 
hair, had a slightly different 
outlook, predicting that hyper- 
inflation would see out 1W. 

Mr. Ramovic was not 
pleased when the discrepancy 
was pointed out. 

"It's only a matter of a cou- 
ple of days.” he said irritably. 
"We do not see things dif- 
ferently. just explain them in a 
different wav.” 


U.S.-Jordan ties consolidated 


(Contantd from page 1) 

King Hussein,” and "Long live 
the King.” 

“We are so happy to see the 
King in good health. We have 
been awaiting this moment for 
six months,” Captain Moham- 
mad Ai Khieieh told the AP. 

“We are proud of you,” 
King Hussein told the troops. 

“We wish that this army 
always serves so justly and for 
peace. We are confident that 
you will keep the peace here,” 
the King said. 

Hie King shook hands with 
all the officers and then joined 
them for lunch in the batta- 


lion's dining-room. 

“I am very, very happy to 
see the Jordanian U.N. 
peacekeeping forces preserve 
peace and life in the region,, 
which is their duty and obliga- 
tion,” the King told reporters. 

“My hopes are chat che con- 
flict is coming to an end and 
that we will have peace in the 
region before too long.” he 
said. 

King Hussein, who was 
accompanied by Her Majesty 
Queen Noor, was received 
upon his return home by His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan, members of the Royal 
family. Prime Minister Majali 
and other officials. 


Yemeni accord delayed 


(Continued from page 1) 

(YSP) have delayed the possi- 
bility of the meeting on the 
planned date.” 

Mr. Iriyani did not spell out 
the new conditions but press 
reports have referred to YSP 
demands Chat included the 
need for "constitutional and 
legal guarantees” before the 
signing could take place, ex- 
plaining that for example the 
agreement bad to be first en- 
dorsed by parliament. 

On the other hand, the 
newspaper Shouri, a weekly 
YSP mouthpiece carried a par- 
ty denial of any fresh condi- 
tions 

The confusion was reflected 


Arafat may not meet Peres 


(Continued from page 1) 

Israel Radio that there were 
differences between nego- 
tiators from the army and from 
the foreign ministry on tactics. 

“There are different points 
of view stemming from the 
different roles," Gen. Barak 
said. “Qur role is to ensure 
that any agreement ... allows 
our commanders to know what 
is permitted, and what is for- 
bidden.” 

“It is very important to be 
precise, detailed and clear." he 
added. 

The chief -of-staff insisted on 
army control of Jewish settle- 
ments and their immediate en- 
virons in the proposed auton- 
omy. 

Gen, Barak has gone farther 
in criticising Mr. Peres, accord- 
ing to reports of an earlier 
meeting between Mr. Barak 
and Mr. Rabin published in the 
daily Yediot Ahronot on Fri- 
day. Gen. Barak accused Mr. 
Peres of eroding Israel’s posi- 
tions on security matters in the 
talks with Mr. Arafat. 

Mr. Peres, in turn, said the 


army was “almost obsessive" 
on details. Yediot reported. 

Mr. Rabin played down the 
differences. “In every discus- 
sion there are people with 
different opinions, in the fore- 
ign ministry in jhe security 
establishment," he said, 
“We’re not discussing issues of 
principles, but their translation 
into the everyday." 

Gen. Barak suggested Israel 
force a crisis with Mr. Arafat 
to make him understand that 
Israel will not cross certain 
security lines, Yediot said. 
"Let's force him up against a 
wall, one wrapped in cotton 
wool, but made of steel.” it 
quoted him as telling Mr. 
Rabin. 

Yediot said Rabin was heed- 
ing his generals. 

It quoted Nabil Shaath, the 
chief Palestinian negotiator. - 
describing the situation as the 
talks in Davos wrapped up: 
"Almost everything was ready 
and suddenly Peres said: "I 
have to make a final call to Mr. 
Rabin.” His face was radiant, 
he went to make the call, when 
he returned his face was crest- 


fallen. Kabin behaves oddly ... 
he behaves as someone who 
acts from anger." 

Mr. Arafat's Fateh faction of 
the PLO called a three-day 
mourning strike in the Gaza 
Strip on Friday to mark the 
army's killing Salim Muwafi, a 
leading wanted Palestinian 
underground fighter, the day 
before. 

Mr. MuwafT s death under- 
scored how the fact (hat (he 
fighting continuing in the Gaza 
. Strip despite the Sept. 13 PLO- 
Israel accord can undermine 
the talks- 

“With what is happening in 
the street, the situation might 
become worse." Tawfik Abu 
Khusa, a local Fateh leader, 
told Israel army radio. "Today 
ir is hard to control the street.” 

But Fateh leaders denied 
that there was an official call to 
a return to the armed struggle. 

Deputy Defence Minister 
Mordechai Gur told army 
radio that the army would con- 
tinue to pursue wanted men. 
while the government would 
call on Mr. Arafat to restrain 
Palestinian fighters. 


in die military field. 

The draft accord specifies 
that soldiers must stay in bar- 
racks and pull away from cities 
where they have spread out. It 
also demanded the speedy in- 
tegration of military units from 
the north and south. 

Armed units are still segre- 
gated through the past three 
years of union. 

Southern military units had 
moved towards the oilfields in 
their vicinity, and northern 
military units in turn deployed 
in a manner to cut off further 
reinforcements to them. 

In Aden, the YSP accused 
the northerners of having sent 
fresh reinforcements recently 
to southern and eastern re- 
gions. 

In a party statement, the 
southern Yemenis said their 
Basaheeb Brigade deployed in 
the north had meantime inter- 
cepted and confiscated on 
Tuesday a truckload of Strella 
shoulder-fired anti-aircraft 
weapons and other arm* des- 
tined for the northern units 
who have deployed ia the 
south. 


Supply Ministry 
refutes charges 

(Continued from page ]) 

the ministry to keep this 
quantity and not to sell it in the 
local marker, he said. The 
ministry presented the issue 
before the Council of Ministers 
where some of its members 
proposed rhat the quamiry be 
sold to local dairy factories or 
be re-exported since it was fit 
for consumption. But the dairy 
factories refused to purchase 
this quantity, fearing press 
campaigns which were laun- 
ched by "some parties,” he 
said. 

The Cabinet debate * - 
issue again and approved sell- 
ing 35,000 cartons to an Arab 
sure. The remaining 10,000 
cartoons thought to contain 
some torn bags were re- 
examined at GAM laboratory 
and were still found fit for 
consumption, he said. 

Therefore, a decision was 
issued recommending the use 
of the remaining quantity to 


The failure of a human 
rights bureaucracy 


Following is a January 1994 
Amnesty International report 
on the human rights simation 
in Tunisia: 

There are few countries where 
h uman rights have a higher 
profile than Tunisia. Praise of 
human rights appears in nearly 
every speech by nearly every 
public figure. Human rights 
are cited daily in press articles, 
and several major conferences 
a year relate to human rights. 
Tunis is the seat of the Insatut 
arabe des droits de I'bomme 
(Arab Institute for Human 
Rights), it hosts an Amnesty 
International Section and in 
November 1992 it was the 
venue for the African Regional 
Meeting of the World Confer- 
ence on Human Rights. At the 
United Nations, Tunisian offi- 
cials sit on most of the U.N. 
committees dealing with hu- 
man rights. Tunisia has ratified 
nearly all U.N. human rights 
instruments and regularly sub- 
mits, on time, its reports to the 
appropriate committees. 

Several government minis- 
tries contain a unit which spe- 
cialises in human rights; there 
is also a principal presidential 
adviser for Human Rights, an 
ombudsman and a state- 
appointed Higher Committee 
for Human Rights and Basic 
Freedoms. The Universal Dec- 
laration of Human Rights is 
apparently to be found in a II 
police stations, and all new 
police recruits are said to 
attend human rights courses. 
Numerous brochures on hu- 
man rights are printed by gov- 
ernment agencies. A human 
rights medal has been insti- 
tuted and a special human 
rights chair created to intro- 
duce human rights courses into 
the country's university law 
faculties. 

As a result of its high inter- 
national human rights profile, 
its constant emphasis in 
speeches on the importance of 
these rights and its appoint- 
ment of human rights officials 
and commissions, the Tunisian 
government should have, and 
is probably widely perceived as 
having, an excellent human 
rights record. Sadly, the reality 
is vpjy different. The basic 
rights to life, liberty and secur- 
ity of person and to freedom 
from torture or arbitrary de- 
tention contained in Articles 3, 
5 and 9 of the Universal Dec- 
laration of Human Rights have 
been consistently violated. 

Over the past three years 
thousands of suspected politic- 
al opponents have been sub- 
jected to arbitrary arrest; held 
in illegally prolonged incom- 
municado detention; tortured; 
and imprisoned after unfair 
trials. At least eight detainees 
have died under torture. 

Safeguards enshrined in 
T unisian law and international 
■ standards have been systemati- 
cally ignored. 


feed calves, and since ir was a 
large quantity the Bakeries 
Owners Association decided to 
purchase the other part for use 
in bread and sweets. Mr. 
Mheilan said. 

He stressed that the Arab 
state which bought the 35.000 
cartons had 62 samples tested 
at advanced laboratories and 
found the milkpowder fit for 
consumption. 

The ministry, he said, still 
has some 3.200 canons which 
were returned by that Arab 
country, because they would 
expire in a shon time, emph- 
asising that the ministry would 
destroy this quantity. 

Mr. Mheilan said the minis- 
try would pursue the case at 
Jordanian courts and had 
already informed the prosecu- 
tor general of the issue. 

"Those who are trying to 
distort the image of the minis- 
try's personnel will have to pay 
a price for their deeds." he 
said. 
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Heletta: A simple, quick and guaranteed way 
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Heletta: Especially designed and made for 
slimming 

Heletta: Wear it three hours daily. It does not 
take except few seconds of your time. 
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Saleh Zeitoun Trading Establishment 

Tel.: 685029 


GOOD NEWS 



The circle of repression, 
which began in 1990 to 1991 
with the wholesale arrest of 
members and suspected sup- 
porters of the Islamic party AI 
Nahda (Renaissance), has ex- 
panded and now embraces 
members of leftist parries; rela- 
tives and friends of those 
already detained; and human 
rights activists. The forms of 
repression are varied and in- 
dude arbitrary arrest, short- 
term detention, administrative 
control, house searches, repe- 
ated summonses to the police 
station and refusal to issue 
passports and business 
licenses. 

Amnesty International has 
written a series of reports rais- 
ing serious concerns in Tunisia 
over the past few years. The 
government has responded by 
appointing human rights advis- 
ers; a commission of inquiry 
into Amnesty International's 
allegations; an ombudsman. 
But the government has denied 
the existence of systematic 
violations; it has participated 
in a cover-up; it has failed to 
bring perpetrators to justice 
and it has, in effect, justified, 
gross human rights violations 
against suspected supporters of 
illegal groups. By so doing the 
authorities have allowed hu- 
man rights violations to be 
committed with impunity in 
Tunisia. 

As human rights have con- 
tinued to deteriorate it has 
become increasingly clear that 
without government deter- 
mination to enforce human 
rights standards, the appoint- 
ment of a human rights 
bureaucracy or the ratifying of 
treaties have little effect on the 
reality of the human rights 
situation in the country. The 
authorities’ boast that no 
emergency legislation has been 
introduced should be seen in 
the light of their systematic 
failure to respect the safe- 
guards and limits enshrined in 
the existing Criminal Proce- 
dure Code. Members of the 
security services have commit- 
ted human rights violations 
with impunity. Judges, magis- 
trates and prosecutors, by their 
silence, acquiescence and fai- 
lure to investigate violations, 
have failed to frilfil the solemn 
obligations of their office. Offi- 
cials up to the highest level of 


the ministries of justice and the 
interior have condoned flag- 
rant abuses. The battery of 
officially-appointed human 
rights advisers, powerless to 
prevent violations, spend their 
time defending Tunisia's hu- 
man rights record to che out- 
side world rather than defend- 
ing and protecting those who 
suffer from human rights 
abuses in Tunisia. 

The country is not unique. 
In this report on Tunisia, 
Amnesty International shows 
how a sophisticated human 
rights language and high- 
profile human rights officers 
can fail to prevent the per- 
petration of systematic, serious 
human rights violations. 

Chapter One describes the 
background to the human 
rights violations of 1990 to 
1993 and the machinery set up 
in Tunisia between 1991 and 
1993, much of it in response to 
adverse criticism of Tunisia's 
human rights record. Chapters 
two to four describe in more 
detail the system which has 
facilitated human rights viola- 
tions, particularly prolonged 
incommunicado detention and 
torture, and Amnesty Interna- 
tional's efforts on behalf of the 
victims of such violations and 
government responses in par- 
ticular cases. 

The sentencing of political 
detainees in unfair trials, often 
under laws which permit the 
imprisonment of prisoners of 
conscience, has meant that 
thousands of people have been 
jailed unjustly in Tunisia. 
Sometimes suspects have been 
tried several times (some have 
been tried for a second time in 
absentia while actually serving 
prison sentences, or have been 
immediately rearrested on re- 
lease and tried for the same 
offence). Amnesty Interna- 
tional sent observers to trials in 
1991 and 1992 and has 
documented trial violations in 
two mass trials in the 
BouchQucha and Bab Saadoun 
military courts of alleged plot- 
ters in 1992. 

The Tunisian government 
and its human rights machinery 
have failed to investigate and 
stop the cases of prolonged 
incommunicado detention and 
torture brought to its attention 
since 1991. 



New Bridgestone centre opens 


AMMAN — A new Bridges- 
tone centre has recently been 
opened in Mecca Street here 
to provide marketing and af- 
ter sale, services, including 
maintenance, for the 
Bridgestone high perform- 
ance tyres, which are espe- 
cially designed for high-speed 
cars. 

The centre is equipped to 
assemble and disassemble 
these tyres and provide 
wheel-balancing in a shon 
period of time. Hie new cen- 
tre Seeks to increase mileage 


and prolong the tyre's, life 
span through the technical 
explanation it provides. 

On this occasion. Director 
General of Bridgestone's 
Middle East Department 
■ Oda Gin arrived here Friday 
on a two-day working visit 
’ during which he will obtain 
first-hand information on the 
Jordanian market and hold 
talks with Yanal Bustami . 
director general of Jamil Bus- 
tami and Sons Company in 
Jordan on marketing the 
tvres in the Kingdom. 


. United Nations Relief and Works Agency (or Palestine Refugees in 
the Near East providing education, health and relief and social 
services to Palestine refugees requires a 

REALITY DATA BASE ADMINISTRATOR 

for its Supply Division based initially at its headquarters m Vienna and 
aher July l. 1995. in Amman. The incumbent will be responsible tor 
the set up and maintenance of all support files in REALITY (a 
purchasing and matenals management software system), including 
item master catalogue, vendor lists, address lists, currency tables, 
etc. He/she will also provide on-the-/ob training to Supply Division 
staff on the use of REALITY and act as first line support for users. The 
ideal candidate will have extensive experience in the managemeni of 
PC data base applications and familiarity with purchasing and 
supply procedures. 

Essential qualifications are: 

1 . University degree in business administration or computer science, 
or a related subject. 

2. Minimum live years experience m application of the knowledge 
acquired above 

3 PC and Novell Lan experience, including basic hardware opera- 
tion. 

4 Familiarity with data base management concepts. 

5 Fluency in English and Arabic language. 

Starting monthly salary in Vienna is AS40.936 plus allowances 
Applications before 28 February 1994 to. 

Coordinator, UNRWA Headquarters Branch (Amman) 
(AVN-V/1/94), UNRWA HQ Branch (Amman) 
P.O.Box 484 - Amman-Jordan, Fax No. 82 61 79 
UNRWA is an equal opportunity employer and welcomes applica- 
tions equally from men and women. Normally many applications are 
received. We will only be able to respond to those applicants in 
whom ihe agency has a further interest. 
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Overview 


a . Fundamental view: The U.S. dollar lost ground against both the 
V Deutsche mark and the yen this week. Dollar weakness against the 

■ i mark can be attributed to expectations that Fed tightening will 
a; come later than previously expected, and the view that the 
-> ■ Bundesbank will not raise official rates of this Thursday’s council 

meeting. But we continue to expect a SO basis point cut in German 
2 - rates this quarter, and a 25 basis point rise in U.S. rates in the 
•?, second quarter. As three-month German rates fall from 5.7% to 
. 4.0% in 12 months, we expect the DM to reach DM/S1.85. Yen 
strengthening has been due to increased pessimism regarding 
: i prospects for a U.S. -/a pan trade agreement. If measures to open 
?• japan’s market to imports are unsuccessful, the burden of 
f . reducing Japan's huge current account deficit would fall on 
i - further yen appreciation. We expect the yen to strengthen to 105 
c-jJPYft in 12 months in light of slow progress in correcting Japan’s 
: /trade imbalance. 

h£- 

, ^ Technical view: The dollar was generally on the defensive during 
the week ended Jan. 28 as the greenback posted week-to-week 
i. losses against four of the six currencies we most regularly discuss. 
*cln the end, the dollar index lost 0.2% for the period. At this 
..-i point, momentum for the index appears to have peaked and 
-•^sentiment is viewed as being generally overbought. These 
conditions, together with the inability to penetrate important 
""“resistance at 97.50-98.00, imply that an important medium term 
top — marking the end of the rally from last September's low — 
may be at hand. Thus, the medium term outlook continues to 
favour the currencies. Nearby support is just above 94.00, with 
benchmark support at 90.29. 

Japanese yen 

Fundamental view: The Japanese yen continued to strengthen 
against the dollar this week, moving to 108 yen/dollar. The U.S. 
and Japan have failed to resolve trade differences, and markets 
! have become increasingly pessimistic regarding prospects for an 
agreement in time for talks between Mr. Hosokawa and Mr. 
;• Clinton on Feb. 11. Japan’s current account surplus, at $132 
. billion in 1993, is far above politically acceptable levels. If 
■■ measures to open Japan’s domestic market to imports are 
; unsuccessful, the burden of current account adjustment would fail 

■ on further yen appreciation. Friday's compromise between Mr. 
: Hosokawa and the LDP on political reform legislation is another 

plus for the yen. Increased political cooperation should lead to a 
; strong fiscal stimulus programme, which would support the stock 
; market and keep bond yields higher than otherwise. The result 
1 would be increased capital inflows from abroad. We expect the 
yen to strengthen further to 1% yen/dollar in 12 months. 

li 1 -’Technical view: The Japanese yen gained 1.4 per cent against the 
r. U.S. dollar last week, and was the strongest currency of the six we 
most regularly monitor. At present, short term sentiment is 
h neutral and medium term readings remain oversold. Short term 

r 


momentum is upwardly biased, but medium term oscillators are 
only now bottoming. This evidence, plus the fact that last week's 
strength was enough to at least temporarily break through the 
five-month old downtrend channel, suggests that the underlying 
long term uptrend is reasserting itself. The ability to hold support 
at 113-114/U.S.S also adds substance to this possibility. Hie rally 
in recent days through 108 implies continued strength toward 
105.50-106. 

Deutschemark 

Fundamental view: The dollar fell back to DM/S1.73, losing its 
upward momentum. Dollar weakness can be traced to the view 
tht U.S. interest rates will not be raised as quickly as was 
previously expected. The resignation of Fed vice chairman David 
Mullins, who is considered an anti-inflation hawk, may have 
reinforced this sentiment. The overwhelming view from Germany 
is that the Bundesbank will not cut the discount rate at this 
Thursday’s council meeting. While U.S. and German monetary 
action may not be imminent, we continue to expect a 50 baas 
point cut in German rates this quarter, and a 25 basis point rise in 
the U.S. federal funds rate in die second quarter. News on wage 
and consumer price inflation in Germany continues to be 
surprisingly positive, and the U.S. economy appears to have 
maintained strong momentum in January following fourth quarter 
growth at a 5.9% annual rate. 

We continue to look for German 3-month money rates to fall to 
4.0% or less by the end of this year compared with 5.7% 
currently. We maintain our 12-month target of DM/USD 1.85, 
and expect the dollar to reach the DM/USD 1.80 level in 3 
months. 

Technical view: The Deutschemark rallied 0.6% versus the U.S. 
dollar last week. Short term sentiment is near overbought, but the 
important medium term readings remain oversold. Although 
short term momentum is in an uptrend, medium term oscillators 
are still bottoming and have not yet broken their downtrend. That 
could occur this week. All of this generally bolsters the argument 
that a currency low is being put into plaice. Important support 
remains indicated in the area of 1.75S, with resistance at 
1.65-1.66. The mark/yen cross moved below 63 last week to the 
lower end of its multi-month trading range. 

This potential support is important because, though not 
oversold, medium term momentum for the cross is evidencing 
signs of bottoming. Given that both individual currencies are 
expected to rally versus the U.S. dollar in coming weeks, this 
bottoming process raises die prospects for potential DM relative 
strength in a generally firm currency environment. While 60 
remains important support, resistance in the 65.50-66.50 range 
will be monitored for a potentially important breakout. 

Pound sterling 

Fundamental view: The British pound backed down from its 
six-month high against the Deutschemark. trading at DM/GBP 
239. This week's depreciation cannot be tracked to any fun- 
damental factors, although data on foreign exchange reserves 
suggest that the Bank of England may have intervened against the 
pound. Greater signs of economic strength — continued improve- 


^Americans face fight for Vietnam market share 


fi ’HANOI (R) — U.S. firms, 
C jnow given free rein to do busi- 
ness in Vietnam following the 
^lifting of Washington's trade 
j ^embargo, will have to fight for 
3*heir share of a market in 
g^hicb Asian and European 

2 competitors have a firm footh- 

3 old. 

But there is room for the 
Americans as well as their riv- 
als from Taiwan, France, 
South Korea. Hong Kong, 
Japan. Australia and other 
-Countries with considerable m- 
J; vestments here, businessmen 
jland Vietnamese officials say. 
j! With U.S. firms on the side- 
j; Ikies, non-U. S. investment of 
j<;$ 7.8 billion has been pledged 
j for 850 projects in Vietnam. 
j,‘ The government is looking 
j r for foreign direct investment of 
j &L2 to $15 billion by the year 
!>r20OO to sustain the upgrading 
of crumbling infrastructure, in- 
Hustrialisation and annual eco- 
homic growth of eight per cent. 

“It’s going to be a scramble 


here.” said Eugene Matthews, 
an American businessman who 
has lived in Vietnam since 
1990. “The country's so young 
in its economic development, 
■ there’s 'room for everyone in 
every field.” 

But companies coming in 
fresh after President Bill Clin- 
ton’s scrapping of the three- 
decade embargo on Thursday 
face an uphill task. 

Firms already in place have a 
big advantage and will inten- 
sify their operations to com- 
pete with newcomers. Mr. 
Matthews, president of tire 
Ashta International invest- 
ment firm, said. Start-up costs 
are much greater than they 
used to be. 

Few residents expect a big 
rush of American money, 
though U.S. brand names and 
advertising could suddenly be- 
come more prominent and 
more U.S. businessmen will 
come in to assess prospects. 

A senior Vietnamese offi- 


cial. Dr. Nuyen Mai, pin- 
pointed oil and gas, construc- 
tion. property, banking, agri- 
cultural equipment, manufac- 
turing and consumer goods as 
areas in which U-S. firms have 
good prospects. 

But they might be cautious 
in moving in because of Viet- 
nam's poor infrastructure. Dr. 
Mai said. 

Some had claims to assets in 
former South Vietnam, lost 
when the Vietnam war ended 
in 1975, and would want to 
resolve these before moving 
onto new ventures. Talks be- 
tween the two governments on 
claims are expected to start 
later this month. 

“We hope that, although 
they may return to their so- 
called old market in the south 
or penetrate new markets in 
the north, they will take time 
to study and understand the 
situation here," Dr. Mai said. 

The upgrading of roads. 


ports, telecommunications, 
bridges and other basics is a 
top priority, and one where 
U.S. firms could score. 

The World Bank and Asian 
Development Bank plan con- 
cessional loans to Vietnam, 
mostly for infrastructure pro- 
jects, of over SI billion each 
over the next three years. 

More than 30 U.S. com- 
panies — some represented by 
their subsidiaries in Singapore, 
Bangkok or Hong Kong — 
have opened offices in Viet- 
nam. including big names like 
Gtibank. Bank of America, 
Genera] Electric, Baker Mack- 
enzie, Caterpillar, Philip Mor- 
ris, IBM. Digital Equipment 
Corp. and Motorola. 

Under relaxations of the 
embargo by Mr. Ginton and 
his predecessor George Bush, 
they have been able to negoti- 
ate and sign contracts for im- 
plementation now it has been 
lifted. 


meat in the labour market and evidence of buoyant consumer 
spending — have reduced market expectations of prospects for a 
cut in base rates. Concern about job security is a major factor 
inhibiting consumer sentiment, and improved prospects for 
employment should bolster confidence. 

We believe base rates will be cut by 50 basis points later in the 
second quarter, once the impact of April 1 tax increases is 
assessed. But rates will decline by much less this year than in 
Germany, leading to pound appreciation against the DM. We aie 
expecting a rise in the pound to DM/GBP 2.65 in three months 
and DM/GBP 2.70 at six- and twelve-month horizons. If the pound 
rises much beyond the DM/GBP 2.70 level, the Bank of England 
would be pressured to cut rates to protect the competitiveness of 
U.K. exporters. Plenty of slack capacity should limit concern of 
stimulating demand-driven inflation. The pound was little 
changed against the dollar this week, trading near U.S.S/GBP 
1.49. We are forecasting pound depredation against the dollar to 
U.S.S/GBP 1.46 in 12 months as U.S. short-term interest rates 
rise by 50 to 75 basis points by the end of 1994. 

Technical view: The British pound rallied almost 0.3% versus the 
U.S. dollar during the week ended Jan. 28 and in the process 
moved to the top end of its long-standing 1.47-1.51% U.SJtrading 
range. Sentiment is neutral to near oversold. However, medium 
term momentum remains constructive. All in all, our long- 
standing support/resistance parameters remain unchanged: A 
break down through J1.46-S1.47 would imply a potential test of 
important long term support at Sl.40-Sf.42 , while a rally through 
$1.55 would set the stage for a challenge of long term resistance at 
$1.60. The DM cross-rate may be peaking. The recent trading 
range has been accompanied by deteriorating momentum. 

If this deterioration continues, a decisive break of 2.60 could 
allow for 2.58, then 2.53-2.55. While 2.68 is still nominally 
possible, important resistance at 2.62 has to be monitored closely. 

Swiss franc 

Fundamental view: The Swiss franc is little changed against the 
DM since a week ago, trading at SF/DM 0.84. But the franc 
appreciated to SF/U.S.S1.47 as a result of dollar weakening. The 
franc remains near a multi-year high against the DM due to 
indications of continued economic recovery, led by private 
consumption. Consumer confidence has improved steadily in 
recent months. This stands in contrast to the apparent “double 
dip” pattern of Germany’s recession. German industrial produc- 
tion hit a new cyclical low in November. 

We expect substantial cuts in DM short-term interest rates over 
the next twelve months — 170 basis points — but no change in 
Swiss rates. This would leave both rates at 4.0%, with a ride that 
German rates may fall further. Our 12-month forecast calls for 
further strengthening to SF/DM 0.82. We expect the franc to 
depredate to SF/U.S.S1.52 in 12 months, as short-term U.S.S 
raters rise modestly in 1994 against a backdrop of healthy 
economic growth. 

Technical view: The Swiss franc fell almost 0.3% against the U.S. 
dollar last week and remains within its trading range of recent 
weeks. Short term sentiment is neutral, while medium term 
measures are near oversold. At the same time, short term 
momentum appears to be peaking even as medium term 
oscillators are constructive. Thus, despite some possible near 
term weakness, the prospects for a medium term rally appear to 
be reasonably good. In that regard, a rally dedsively through 
1.435 SF/U.S.S would allow for a test of this October high at 
1.39-1.40. 

Even taking this into account, die dominant (from September 
1992) downtrend remains intact and has eventual objectives to 
(and possibly through) 1.535-1.545, with intervening support at 
1. 50^131. The DM cross-rate has recently been below .84, but' 
short term rates of change arc'now upwardly biased, implying at 
least a near term rally. However, medium term momentum 
oscillators remain weak. As long as that remains the case any 
upcoming strength is likely to be temporary. In that regard, a test 
of the 1990 low near .81 may still be forthcoming, resistance 
exists at .865-.87. 

Canadian dollar 

Fundamental view: The Canadian dollar depredated to CS/ 
U.S. $1.31 this week — dose to mid-December’s six-year low of 
CS/U.S.S1.34 — despite news of strong gains in consumer and 
business confidence. The Bank of Canada intervened to prevent 
further weakening. We continue to view the CS as haring 
overshot its fundamental value. The CS should gradually take 
back losses incurred since March 1993 as the foreign exchange 
market is reassured by favourable news regarding the federal and 
prorindal defidts. Our fiscal optimism stems from expectations of 
strong, export-led growth in 1994. According to OECD, Canada's 
budget deficits are more cydicaliy sensitive than those of any 
other OECD country. We project 3.2% GDP growth in 1994, 
with risks to the upside. Signs of a pick-up in the U.S. economy 
reinforce our optimism regarding prospects for Canadian exports. 
Further supporting the CS are bond yields above those in the 
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'You’re supposed to give me 10 hugs a 
day. Today you have to give me 
2,183 hugs to catch up!” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
0 by Henri Arnold ind Hike Ar^ Won 


Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


KLANB 



znz 

c 


,k' 
| »' 

,4 


% 


KANET 



b_ 


CUBLEKj 



■ 

m 


BYDOON 



! | 

mm 



WHAT THE TRUSTEI? 
MAUP PI IP. 

V / 


Now arrange the circled letters fo 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 




Saturday’s 


ABATE 


[Answers tomorrow} 
EQUATE DIVIDE 


Jumbles: VAPOR 
Answer: How he found himself after digging a dry 
well - DEEPER IN DEBT 


LdELL,Y0U DID IT 
| AGAIN, DIDN'T YOU? 
YOU HIT ANOTHER 
j HOME RUN. AND 
I RUINED MY LIFE 



I HATE GOING 
THE REST 
OF MY LIFE 
WEARING 
ONLY ONE SHOE 

Ur 


Andy Capp 



Mutt'n’Jeff 



major European currencies and unit labour fourth »eD 
below the U.S. pace. Our 12-month target remains at CM1.S.S 

1.24. 

Technical view: The Canadian dollar fell 1-0% agamst 9“ U ; s * 
dollar over the past week, making it the weakest of the six major 

currencies we most regularly m o9 itor ' f Short ^ n “^ C "^ 
constructive, and although medium tenu readtngs ^are only 
neutral they have been deteriorating. While 13-week rate of 
change oscillators have been constructive, therearesigns of 
deterioration and the inability of the currency to respond in recent 

weeks is a potential sign of weakness. ^ . .. 

Nearby support exists at 1.35 CS/U.S.S and $1,365. Medium 
term resistanSremains at 1.24-1.25. 

at 1 28-1.29. The DM/C $ cross-rate moved under 1.32 last week, 
and like the DM/U.S.S cross-rate, momentum is peaking. While 
an eventual test of 1.35 or higher remains possible, an «nferwnjng 
correction (with support at 1.25-1.26) would not be terribly 
surprising. 

Australian dollar 

Fundamental view: The Australian dollar continued to rally last 
week, moving to just above U.S.S/AS0.71. The A$ haa 
strengthened by 10% since the beginning of October. The AS is 
being supported by good GDP growth prospects, strengthening 
commodity prices, favourable current account news, and bond 
yields that axe now above those in the majo r ^European 
currencies. Australia’s economy is expected to grow by 3.5% in 
1994 — with a chance of reaching 4% — much better than in 
Japan or in most of Europe. Positive news on the budget defiat 
this week is a reflection of stronger GDP and employment 
growth. The CRB index has risen by 3% since December, and by 
10% over the past six months. Australian commodity prices have 
risen considerably from September lows. 

The AS will be especially sensitive to the condition of Japan s 
economy, the destination of 25% of Australia’s exports. Austra- 
lia’s current account has been improving over the last six months. 
We expect the AS to appreciate further to U.S.S/ AS 0.73 ui 
twelve months on the strength of improving prospects for 
commodities. 

Technical view: The Australian dollar advanced 0.9% relative to 
the U.S. dollar during the week ended Jan. 28. making an 
eight-month high. Moreover, the currency could be on the verge 
of breaking a multi-year downtrend. In fact, the currency has now 
broken through a trendline that had been in effect since late 1991. 
While there is important chart resistance in the .70-.72 U.S.S/AS 
range, if this area is penetrated, probabilities would significantly 
increase that the entire post-1988 downtrend was finished and that 
a new long term uptrend had begun. 

The currency is now testing that range, but given the 
overbought nature of momentum, a reaction may be forthcoming. 
While benchmark support exists at S.65-S.66, there is important 
intervening support at S0.68-S0.69. 


FORECAST FOR SATURDAY FEBRUARY 5, 1994 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Rightor Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
This is a good day for engaging in 
activities that you truly enjoy and 
to strengthen your philosophy of 
life so that your future becomes 
more satisfying as you devclope 
fascinating nefe 'plaits for the. 
days ahead. 

AMES: (March 21 to April 19) 
In your desire to have a good 
time, be careful chat you do not 
force good friends who may have 
more pressing matters on hand. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
A fine day to get any civic duties 
accomplished in a most efficient 
and exact manner. Thus you gain 
much prestige, but inadvertence 
would be unfortunate. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Out into the fine, teeming world 
of activity and progress early 
today, since there is every oppor- 
tunity tc meet wonderful people, 
(earn about new trends and sys- 
tems, etc. 

MOW CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) A good opportunity is 
youra now to confer with trusted 
advisors and experts who can 
solve whatever problems may be 
yours at this time. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Getting together informally with 
associate on this free day can 
bring about fine rapport and do 
more to help your chances for 
success in the future. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) A very good day to put 
all those tasks behind you that 


have been accumulating, espe- 
cially if you employ labour- 
saving devices on your tasks. 
LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) Haring a wonderful, time 
should be uppermost in your • 
- mi n d - today and tonight, so be 
_.sure you see beautician. or barber ; 
'early i n the morning to have fun. 

“SCORPIO ' (October 23 'to 
November 21) Getting abode in 
better order and scrupulously 
dean should be uppermost in 
your mind today. Strive for grea- 
ter harmony with those Irving 
with you. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) A day for much 
activity — first getting surround- 
ings in order, then shopping, 
visiting with good friends, seeing 
those difficult to reach during “ 
week, etc. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Study weB surround- 
ings, real estate in the morning 
and plan what has to be done in 
order to increase its value and — 
comfort. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Think over careful- 
ly just what it is you want most in 
life from a personal angle and 
then lake the right steps that will 
lead you in such direction. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) It is very important that 
whatever you do today be ethical 
since much behind-the-scenes 
activity can be very trying and 
only if yon work on God’s side 
can it be successful. 


THE Daily Crossword 


Burton 


ACROSS 
1 Hodgepodge 
5 Gawked 
10 Ga^zara or 
Vemen 

1 3 Burden 

City in Florida 

15 Wahme dance 

16 Cned 

17 VacUate 

19 Fleecy beast 

20 Proceed w*tn 
difficulty 

St Greases me 
palm of 
22 Bnngs up 

24 Tehr. 

25 European 
capital 

27 Used a teeter- 
lotior 

31 GrowlMjp 

32 Appeals 

33 Wrath 

34 Wrangler ' 3 item 

35 Practical Joke 

36 Farm need 

37 Before 
36 Gashes 

39 Latin American 
dance 

40 Musical piece 
*2 Team mem per 

43 Mi or fa 

44 Stir vigorously 
<5 Bing 

*8 European river 
49 A Gershwin 

52 Chicanery 

54 Brisk pace 

55 Kalian prjncefy 
family 

56 Edict 

57 Different 

58 Auto of old 

53 Satisfies 
60 Hurricane 

Centers 

DOWN 

1 Julia Ward — 

2 Again 

3 Jus: great 1 

A FDR ioBower 

5 Joan Lue — 

6 Citric and ace he 

7 Wan 
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8 Annex 

9 Dawn 

10 TtAp beginning 
itSne-Fr. 

12 Negative votes 
15 Israeli seaport 
te Molten metal 
scum 

SO Stick around 

23 — Stanley 

Gardner 

24 Hammer parts 

25 Stable beasts 

26 Worship 

27 Roofing material 

28 without choice 

29 Crudely notched 

30 — flask 
(insulated 
container) 

32 Conceit 
35 Aquatic mammal 
38 Former TV noet 

38 Parvenus 

39 Snide remark 
41 Follow 

«2 Aspects 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 
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44 Make happen 
« Sonny's ex 
48 Flower 
*1 Sflht prel. 
Go away! 


50 — and shine 

51 Zoo antmdh 

53 Russian 
river 

54 Fair grade 
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Reformist Russian minister warns of catastrophe 
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MOSCOW (R) — Anatoly 
Chubais, the last radical refor- 
mer in Russia’s government, 
has challenged more conserva- 
tive ministers who want to cast 
aside monetarism and warned 
of catastrophe if inflation re- 
mained high. 

“Double-digit inflation is 
not acceptable for Russia.” 
Mr. Chubais, deputy prime 
minister in charge <?f privatisa- 
tion. told a news conference. 
“If inflation is still above 10 
per cent by November or De- 
cember, it would be a complete 
catastrophe for reforms." 

“Monthly inflation jumped 
to 22 per cent this month from 
a 1993 low of 12 per cent in 
December, accompanied by a 
slump in industrial output of 25 
per cent from a year ago. 

Mr. Chubais acknowledged 
that his was a lone voice in the 
new cabinet after reform chief 
Yegor Gaidar and monetarist 
Finance Minister Boris 
Fyodorov resigned last month 
in protest at the power wielded 
by more conservative col- 


leagues. 

“Gaidar's departure has 
weakened the government,*' 
Mr. Chubais said. "There is a 
threat to reforms." 

The defection of radical re- 
formers has triggered fears that 
Russia could suffer hyperinfla- 
tion under the new cabinet led 
by centrist Prime Minister Vik- 
tor Chernomyrdin. 

Mr. Chernomyrdin advo- 
cates “non -monetary" means 
to beat inflation, stresses sup- 
port for ailing state industry 
and suggests introducing price 
and wage controls. 

His pledges to stick to the 
path of reform, to reassure 
Western political and business 
leaders, have met with a luke- 
warm response at home and 
abroad. 

The deputy prime minister 
in charge of agriculture, Alex- 
ander Zaveryukha, is pressing 
for generous farm subsidies. 
There are also reports that the 
government is about to honour 
financial debts to the mining 
industry — another financial 


“black hole" for reformers. 

Oil workers in western 
Siberia are threatening to 
strike because they have not 
been paid for months. 

The central bank and its 
chairman, Viktor Gerash- 
chenko, advocate cheap credits 
to industries and ex*Sovier re- 
publics to help their imports 
from Russia. 

"The central bank has a 
good tradition of preparing 
packages of anti-reform prop- 
osals.” Mr. Chubais said. 
“Such proposals include a 
fixed exchange rate... those 
people behind such proposals 
should be fired." 

Mr. Gaidar and Mr. Fyodor- 
ov say the government does 
not have the political authority 
to make deflationary policies 
stick. 

They warn that populist poli- 
cies advocated by Mr. Cher- 
nomyrdin and fellow conserva- 
tive ministers will lead to fall- 
ing output. 

Russian media reports say 


the government is considering 
fixed prices and wages, which 
were suggested in a recent re- 
port drawn up by Soviet-era 
economists who called for 
stronger price and wage con- 
trols and payment of debts and 
overdue wages. 

But Mr. Chubais sought to 
allay such fears. 

“Neither Mr. Chernomyrdin 
nor the government can accept 
these recommendations to 
freeze prices. This document is 
so weak that it hardly deserves 
3ny analysis.** he said. 

Meanwhile, in the madhouse 
called the Russian economy, 
everybody owes something to 
somebody else. 

The process starts with the 
state, continues with local au- 
thorities and ends with farms, 
firms and individuals. Nobody 
pays and nobody gets paid. 
Bills mount and factories close. 

Russia is deep in debt. 

“I don't think anyone has 
really worked out what mutual 
indebtedness totals in Russia 
right now." said one Western 


diplomat. "And nobody really 
knows what to do about it 
either." 

Economics Minister Alexan- 
der Shokhin said this week that 
firms owed the government 17 
trillion roubles ($11 billion), 
but the government owed firms 
about the same amount. 

The energy sector says con- 
sumers owe it 10 trillion rou- 
bles ($6.5 billion). Farmers say 
the state and commercial firms 
owe them up to 1.4 trillion 
roubles ($900 million). 

“Factories are just running 
up lOU's," said an economist. 
“It has happened before but 
this time it is more serious 
because stocks are much lower 
and the impact is more." 

Economists say the cause of 
the problem is a combination 
of a government decision last 
year to defer us many pay- 
ments as possible and a head- 
in-the-sand attitude from firms 
convinced that the government 
will one day bail them out. 

But the results are catas- 
trophic, both for the economy 


and for a government robbed 
of essential tax revenue be- 
cause nobody can be bothered 
to pay. 

The first clue to the dire 
economic impact of the rising 
debts emerged this week when 
the State Statistics Committee 
said January industrial output 
was 25.5 per cent below year- 
ago levels, compared with a 16 
per cent drop in the previous 
month. 

“Factories are simply closing 
because they cannot afford to 
pay for fuel or spare parts," 
the economist said. 

Lada cars, which closed for 
some of December and the 
whole of January, was one of 
the best-known victims, but 
hundreds of other plants have 
also dosed. Local authorities 
have rationed fuel or reduced 
heating because they cannot 
pay their bills. 

Mr. Shokhin said non- 
payment of taxes meant that 
the government would not be 
able to lower taxes as ii origi- 
nally hoped to do. 
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Cucnl Bank of Jordon Exchang* Ron Bulladn 


THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKMG. AIR FREK5M1 
FORWMROWG. OOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES. CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE .TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 




o 
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FOR RENT & SALE 

Many villas and apart- 
ments furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

For more details call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 

Tel. 810605/810609/810520 
Fax: 810520 


✓ 





Simply. The Best 
141106 in Amman .Mai Amman 

2nd Circle 
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French Franc 


Japanese Yen” 


Dutch Guilder 


Swedish Krona 


Bid 

Offer 

0.7020 

0.7040 

1.0477 

1.0529 

0.4044 

0.4064 

0.462 7 

0.4651 

0.1191 

0.1197 

0 . 6 377 

0.6509 

0.3609 

0.3627 


TALK OF THE TOWN 




Opw nightly From SJI0 PJI to IMAM 
Except Sunday From 4 JXIPJI to3.00AJf 
Tuesday Cloaod 

Td: 685211 Fax: 617779 
Middle East Hotel - Shnrisam 



0.0415 

0.0417 



***** 1 




LONDON CR) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
le^in^orid currencies android 

on the London Foreign Exchange and bullion markets Friday. 

II c Cl nn 1 1278/88 Canadian dollar 

U.S.-S1.00 costs -Bjw Deutschemarks 

1.9513/23 Dutch guilders 

1.4531/41 Swiss francs 

35.90/94 Belgian francs 

’ 5.9072/22 French francs 

1689.8/1.3 ItaIian !ire 

108.30/40 Japanese yen 

7 8548/48 Swedish crowns 

7.4800/50 Norwegian crowns 

A 7 T 7 Q /29 Danish crowns 


FOR YOUR 
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LARA SALON AND 
BEAUTY CENTRE 

Hairstyling, 
hair removal 
with hot wax 
and Arabic way. 
Manicure, pedicure 
and facials. 

Sweifieh, 
opposite Boston 
Fried Chicken. 


f CHENS ' 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongollao Barbsquefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and faste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:01 ) - 3:20 
p.m. 

v 6:30 - Midnight > 




QeaLaurant & Tapas 

Jebel Amman, 3rd circle 
Tel. bl 50 61 


AVIS 



One sterling 
One ounce of gold 


1.3278/88 

1.7417/27 

1.9513/23 

1.4531/41 

35.90/94 

5.9072/22 

1689.8/1.3 

108.30/40 

7.8548/48 

7.4800/50 

6.7579/29 

$1.4890/00 

$388^0/389.00 


SELECT HOTEL 


® Superior Hotel Services for 
Businessmen & Families & its 

j NeGrEsCo BaR 

© Good Drinks & _ 

Excellent Snacks (g 

i ©Open Noons 

i & Evenings 



-'/111 Jbd'it . 

T restaurant 


The unh Kesiuurant that 
Offer* real Chinese & Arabic 
Specialities under one roof 


Every nijjht with live muste 
'And you can dance too !!! ' 


Zi'- j>. *M t 
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Mb ..J? ’ 120 

Aurheniic 


'Turin 0 


Fully Serviced Flats 
in Grand Hotel Style ! 



The Classiest 

Of The 

Classiest ! 


Tuesdays & 
Fridays 

m OFF 

Your BiH 


Club ° 

Resiauia nt 

:S\v©:*.yeh - 6 6690 


INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMOVALS 
GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCKS 
YOUR REGULAR LINK TO AND FROM EUROPE 
SPECIALISTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS 
IN THE NEAR EAST 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 

EASTERN SERVICES 

OFFICIAL DANZAS AGENT IN JORDAN 
TEL : 621 77S TLX : 23023 FAX : 656 270 
PEACE BUILDING - JABAL LWEIBDEH 
AMMAN - JORDAN 


U JUJM 


^yrenen v^uiiine 


L'jncb & Dinner 

days » vreejt 

Tei. 630093/4 Fax. 823864 
Shmeisani-Near Babish 
Amman-Jordan 


t. 'J 

LV. 

Lv 


CHINA 

HOUSE 

Restaurant 


. ^iuaII cuill 

? ’ 120 

Authentic 
^ Chinese dishes, 
< tram all great re- 
gional cuisine 
styles o! China. 

P r qur ed by ov 
CMnrsc cfaeb 

Open daily tor 
lunch S dinner 
Tab «wij units 
Jabai A! Hussein 
Mtostry of Trade 
$ Industria l Rd. 

it Tot SKMW4 


SZECHWAN GARBENS 
CHINESE RESTAURANT 
typical Chinese Foods 
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The Best In 
Indian CTisi.vl 


; cTi? 

B \M\am 


I : Omt( Fok Lunch & Djnnkh; 
For reiervition) call 641361 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Qtiaiity in 
1 Hour Service 
Develop- your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO photo 

tOxm 30% larger 

* Free enlarge- 
ment 20 x 30 cm 

Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


Take away is available 

Srmr At-A/ab Sooat 
On Uhawian Commercial Centre 

Tel.: 861174 
free Tasted Always Lewd 


i W 7 /& 

s,p/m 


The firsts best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle Jabat Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Gris School 

TakanrayliavallaMa 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tel . 638968 




MAHAMtA 
osm tww ea*w«i 
SHQSAM-6Z2772 


Daily Lunch 


— NIGHTLY— 
Fine Dining 
and. 

live Music 


Parole 




.Abdoun - Jordan Supfrmarici BLDG 
-i'd iloor Tel: 824677 


Soft ft Alcoholic Drinks. 

A .i M m Also — 

® Take-Away Service 


2=3 w/// 

FIRST CLASS INDIAN 




Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available - 

Open Daily 12^30-3^30 pm 
7.30 -Tt. 30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 
Towards 3rd circle 


TeI:659S19 659520 



IIAIfOTRL 


Amman - Td 668193 
P.O.Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DaROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


SI Restaurant ‘With 
Sin Sbtistic 3 bn 6 iance 


Valentino 

Trestaubavt 

JABAL AMMAN MIST CACLE 
OPHSm -me IRAQ EH8ASSV TCU BS«a05 



m 

TEL 827082 - 815071 
827736 - 820236 


Jabai A1 Webdeh/Tel.637101/637102 


J 5 . EXOTIC (® 

AMSTERDAM 

KLM TICKET & 7 DAYS IN 
5 STAR DELUXE HOTELS FOR JD 700 
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CALL MSHAM INTERNATIONAL TOURS Tel. 698180 / 698181 
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Mandela calls on S. Africa’s 


whites to prevent civil war 

Buthelezi: Vote concession is not enough 


SASOLBURG. South Africa 
(R) — Nelson Mandela 
appealed to white South Afri- 
cans Friday to condemn right 
wing threats of civil war and 
violence. 

“If whites stand up in suffi- 
cient numbers, especially Afri- 
kaners. and say *we condemn 
this violence, we condemn this 
threat'... people will listen.” 
the African National Congress 
(ANC) leader said during a 
campaign visit to the Orange 
Free State. 

Speaking to black and white 
workers at Sasolburg, site of an 
oil-from-coal refinery, Mr. 
Mandela said it was up to 
whites to make a determined 
stand against extremists. 

“There are men and women, 
organisations in this country 
opertly threatening violence.” 
Mr. Mandela said, citing lead- 
ers of the white separatist Afri- 
kaner People's Front. 

Both blacks and whites 
would die if the right wing 
carried out its threats, he said, 
adding that all South Africans 
should do whatever necessary 
to prevent the counrry from 
becoming another Bosnia or 
Somalia. 

Mr. Mandela said it was 
significant that he had been 
welcomed to Sasol by its mana- 
gers “in view of the past rela- 
tionship between ourselves in 
the form of Umkhonto We 
Sizwe (MK) and its activities 
against Sasol.” 

“We’re working for the new 
South Africa together now.” 

Guerrillas of MK, the ANC 
armed wing, blew up a refinery 
run by the Sasol company dur- 
ing the struggle against white 


minority rule. 

The armed struggle was sus- 
pended four years ago when 
President F.W. De Klerk legal- 
ised the ANC, released Mr. 
Mandela from jail and began 
dismantling apartheid. The 
process will culminate in South 
Africa’s first all-race elections 
at the end of April. 

Mr. Mandela said it was 
essentia! that peace and stabil- 
ity return to South Africa to 
prevent the drain of skills, ex- 
pertise and capital. 

“Try and build peace be- 
cause without peace we’re not 
going to get investment from 
abroad and local businesses are 
going to export their capital.” 

He said the National Party 
was a lame duck admininstra- 
tion which had only baakrupt 
policies to offer. Few of the 
nominees on the National Par- 
ty electoral list were “well- 
known” blacks. 

“The people are shunning 
the National Party like lepers, 
which they are... the NP is still 
a racist party... extinction is 
staring them in the face.” 

Meanwhile, with eight days 
left to register for South Afri- 
ca’s first all-race election, con- 
servative Zulu chief Man- 
gosuthu Buthelezi Friday dis- 
missed a government conces- 
sion aimed at securing his par- 
ticipation. 

Mr. Buthelezi told state tele- 
vision the government's offer 
at eleventh-hour talks Thurs- 
day of a separate regional bal- 
lot was not enough on its own 
to draw him into the election. 

He said the climbdown from 
the earlier insistence on a sing- 
le vote for both national and 


regional authorities showed 
that more concessions were 
possible. 

The government, the Afri- 
can National Congress led by 
Nelson Mandela and the right- 
wing Freedom Alliance, which 
includes Mr. Buthelezi’s In- 
katha Freedom Party, failed at 
Thursday's talks to find a for- 
mula for black and white con- 
servatives to take part in the 
election on April 26-28. 

The alliance links black and 
white conservatives who have 
vowed to boycott the election 
unless they are given guaran- 
tees of virtual autonomy in 
nine separate regions. 

Alliance leader Rowan 
Cronje said in an interview 
Friday that the government put 
forward a compromise package 
including an -offer of separate 
national and regional ballots. 

A source at the talks said the 
package included increased 
taxation powers for regional 
governments in a post- 
apartheid South Africa, but 
not the constitutional auton- 
omy that Mr. Buthelezi and 
other right-wingers have de- 
manded. 

Chief government nego- 
tiator Roelf Meyer declined to 
reveal details of the conces- 
sions offered, but said: “They 
are of such a reasonable nature 
that there should be no reason 
to be negative... it's an ex- 
ploratory proposal to see 
whether we can move forward 
on that basis.” 

Mr. Cronje said ANC nego- 
tiator Thabo Mbeki indicated ' 
he also had a compromise to 
offer, but said the ANC in- 


sisted on preconditions before 
making its offer known. 

“We will report to our lead- 
ers individually on the meeting 
and there will probably be a 
summit of Freedom Alliance 
leaders within the next few 
days,” he said. 

Mr. Cronje said the alliance 
had agreed to meet the govern- 
ment and the ANC again Mon- 
day evening and a summit of 
right-wing leaders might be 
held earlier Monday. 

He said the alliance might 
consider registering pro- 
visionally for the election be- 
fore the deadline next Satur- 
day to win an additional 20 
days for negotiation before the 
closing date for nominations. 

“My understanding is that 
we can register and then, if we 
do not submit a list of candi- 
dates. that registration will 
lapse,” he said. 

On Thursday. Mr. Buthelezi 
told a meeting of businessmen 
he would continue to insist on 
constitutional concessions as 
the price for his participation 
in the election. 

“Even if the government 
and the ANC... do relent on 
this issue of the double ballot, 
the double ballot by itself is 
quite meaningless if regions do 
not have the autonomy which 
cannot be interfered with by 
the Constituent Assembly.” 
he said. 

The April election, in which 
about 22 million blacks will 
vote for the first time, will be 
for a multi-party assembly that 
will run the country for five 
years and draw up a permanent 
non- racial constitution. 


Major 
hailed for 
getting 
tough 


LONDON (R) — Conserva- 
tives Friday hailed Prime 
Minister John Major's new 
tough approach with party re- 
bels but conceded the govern- 
ment faces an uphill struggle to 
overcome its image of division 
and scandal. 

The mild-mannered Major 
sent a stern message to the 
battered party Thursday, tell- 
ing them to stop sniping or face 
defeat at the next election. 
About 200 parliamentarians 
stamped their feet in approval 
at his words. 


But not all the rebels in a 
party riven by factions agreed 
to toe the line. Right-winger 
Edward Leigh said this “read- 
ing of the riot act” would not 
stop him criticising the govern- 
ment. 

An opinion poll in the Daily 
Telegraph highlighted the par- 
ty’s unpopularity after almost 
L5 years in power! It showed 
nearly two thirds of voters felt 
“the Conservatives these days 
give the impression of being 
very sleazy and disreputable.” 


. Mr. Major tried to restore 
bis authority at last October's 
party conference but in the 
new year the government was 
bit by financial and sexual 
scandals that ended three 
embarrassing resignations. 

• His leadership could come 
under renewed fire if, as ex- 
pected, the Conservatives fare 
badly in local elections in May 
and European parliamentary 
elections in June. 


■ Angered by bickering and 
back-biting over his vacillating 
leadership, Mr. Major dismis- 
sed right-wing calls for a 
cabinet reshuffle Tuesday and 
48 hours later told rank-and- 
file Conservative members of 
parliament: The sniping has to 
slop.” 

• Warning that errant or dis- 
loyal ministers would be sack- 
ed, he called for an end to 
anonymous criticism from a 
party split by right and left 
factions and divisions over 
Europe. 

: "I will stop reading the pap- 
ers if you will stop talking to 
tljem.” Mr. Major told the 
MPs. 

'Sir Marcus Fox, head of the 
group that Mr. Major addres- 
sed, told BBC Television: “It 
was a very blunt message. Bur 
it had to be said because of our 
standing in the polls and be- 
cause we should get some cre- 
dit for getting out of reces- 
sion.’’ 

Party Chairman Sir Norman 
Fowler said: “What concerns 
the prime minister and what 
concerns me still, is that unless 
we are careful we are letting 
down the party in the country, 
the people on the doorsteps 
and the councillors.” 


U.S. Senate confirms 
Perry for defence post 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Acting with unusual speed, the 
Senate confirmed William Per- 
ry as defence secretary, turning 
over command of the Pentagon 
to a scholar, businessman and 
expert on high-tech weapons. 

The 97-0 vote came slightly 
more than a week after Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton named Mr. 
Perry, until now the No. 2 man 
at die Pentagon, to replace Les 
Aspin. Shortly after the Senate 
vote. Dr. Perry was sworn in at 
the Pentagon. 

“He does have the vision we 
need." said Democratic Sen. 
Carl Levin, a member of die 
Senate Armed Services Com- 
mittee. “He is totally commit- 
ted to the security of this coun- 
try.” 

Committee colleague John 
Warner, a Virginia Republi- 
can, predicted Dr. Perry would 
rank “among the finest” of the 
29 people to hold the job since 
its creation after World War II. 

Dr. Perry takes over as the 
glow of cold war victory fades 
and the specter of nuclear 
weapons proliferation and sim- 
mering regional conflict 
emerges. And he will move 
into the spacious office over- 
looking the Potomac as the 
Pentagon is adjusting to new 
rules on women in combat and 
homosexuals in uniform. 

Republican members of the 
armed services panel almost 
placed a hold on Dr. Perry’s 
nomination because of their 
concerns about the administra- 
tion policy on homosexuals in 
die military. After a hasty 
series of telephone calls be- 
tween Dr. Perry and commit- 
tee members, the Republicans 
decided against it. 

“We came to the unanimous 
decision that it’s too important 
a position to be held up,” said 
Republican Sen. Dan Coats. 

Although he voted for the 
nominee. Sen. Coats said on 
die Senate floor he wondered 
if the reserved, bookish Perry 
would “defer to louder or 
stronger voices” in the admi- 
nistration and on Capitol Hill. 

But other senators lined up 
to speak in glowing terms of 
Dr. Perry, for his service in the 
Carter administration's Penta- 


gon as the “godfather- of 
STEALTH” technology and as 
a management innovator. 

“Some people have said he 
is not charismatic, that we 
need a charismatic secretary of 
defence. I disagree,” Sen. 
Levin said. “We Med some- 
body who has the experience 
to change the culture there.” 

In particular, lawmakers are 
hoping Dr. Perry can make 
good on his promise to insti- 
tute management and procure- 
ment reforms that could save 
billions of dollars for use on 
weapons or military readinees. 

“We must manage our 
budget a lot better," Sen. 
Levin said. “We can do that 
with Dr. Perry.” 

Aimed Services Chairman 
Sam Nunn, a Georgia Demo- 
crat, said of Dr. Perry’s testi- 
mony in bis confirmation hear- 
ing Wednesday, “it was im- 
pressive and it was straightfor- 
ward.” 

Sen. Nunn and other com- 
mittee members urged an 
accelerated process because 
they have already considered 
and approved Dr. Perry for 
other posts and to avoid what 
is seen as a leadership vacuum 
in the nearly two months since 
Mr. Aspin announced bis de- 
parture. 

The Senate has confirmed 
Dr. Perry three times before 
for lesser positions in the Pen- 
tagon, twice during the Carter 
administration and last year for 
the deputy defence secretary 
post. 

Dr. Perry leaves Friday for a 
conference in Munich on de- 
fence issues. And next week be 
returns to Capitol Hill to pre- 
sent the administration’s S264 
billion defence spending plan. 

The 66-year-old Stanford 
University engineering profes- 
sor helped forge defence policy 
for the past year under Mr. 
Aspin and diluted defence re- 
search under President Carter. 
He made his reputation in de- 
fence circles as the leading 
promoter of radar-evading 
STEALTH technology. He 
also became a millionaire as 
the founder of and consultant 
to defence contractors. 


1st all-Japan rocket puts 
space shuttle in orbit 


TOKYO (R) — Japan put an 
unmanned prototype space 
shuttle into circular orbit with 
the first all-Japanese launcher 
rocket Friday, thrusting the 
Asian country into the dub of 
world nations with rocket tech- 
nology. 

Watched by thousands, the 
H-2 rocket blasted off from the 
Tanegasbima Space Centre in 
southern Japan at 7:20 a.m. 
(2220 GMT Thursday) and 
sent the shuttle into orbit, the 
National Space Development 
Agency (NASDA) said. 

“Today’s H-2 rocket laun- 


ching is a 100 per cent suc- 
cess.” a spokesman said. 

Prime Minister Morihiro 
Hosokawa congratulated pro- 
ject staff and said in a state- 
ment that he expected 
Japanese space development 
to help “our country's econo- 
mic society and the interna- 
tional community.” 

The H-2, plagued by tech- 
nical problems which put back 
the programme some two 
years, was launched after two 
delays this week because of 
bad weather and a faulty ab- 
duct. 


Berlusconi 
out front 
in Italy, 
poll says 


ROME (R) — Media magnate 
Silvio Berlusconi emerged Fri- 
day as Italy's most trusted 
potiticia in an opinion poll that 
also revealed deep confusion 
among voters over which party 
to bade in the country's land- 
mark elections. 

The survey by the Doxa In- 
stitute provided a timely boost 
for the multi-millionaire, who 
is threatening to go it alone in 
the March 27-28 elections un- 
less potential allies in the cen- 
tre and on the right stop squab- 
bling and join forces against 
the left. 

At the same time, however, 
two thirds of the sample said 
they did not know which party 
to vote for in the general elec- 
tions, to be held under a new 
simple majority system that is 
expected to redraw Italy's poli- 
tical map. 

“The number of ‘don't 
knows' has never been so high 
as this time round.” said Doxa 
Director Ennio Salamon. He 
cautioned that the uncertainty 
would affect the reliability of 
polls. 

Though limited to 506 Ita- 
lians. Doxa's telephone survey 
for TG3 state television news 
showed 25 per cent of respon- 
dents saw Mr. Berlusconi as 
the person most able to tackle 
Italy's problems. 

That put the tycoon, who 
entered politics last week at 
the head of a “Forza Italia” 
(Go Italy) conservative move- 
ment, far ahead of the field. 

Current Prime Minister Car- 
lo Azeglio Ciampi. Italy's first, 
non-political head of govern- 
ment. was next with 10 per 
cent. 



A member of the South African Police’s notorious 
Internal Stability Unit watches as Zulus in Tokoza 
voice their disapproval at the unit’s withdrawal 


from the troubled townships in the nm-up to the 
upcoming elections (AFP photo) 


9 die in Sarajevo shelling attack 


SARAJEVO (R) — Nine peo- 
ple died in Sarajevo's Muslim 
suburb of Dobrinja Friday 
when shells slammed into a 
crowd waiting for humanita- 
rian aid, hospital sources said. 

Three of the dead were chil- 
dren and at least 15 people 
were wounded. 

Western journalists said sur- 
vivors were giving first aid to 
casualties of an earlier shelling 
when a second shell exploded 
amongst the crowd. 

Attacks on Sarajevo by Serb 
forces besieging the Bosnian 
capital has been intense this 
week and U.N. peacekeepers 
said tension in the city was 
high. 

Meanwhile. Lieutenant- 
General Sir Michael Rose, the 
new U.N. commander in Bos- 
nia, said Friday his new “gpt 
tough" approach would get 
more humanitarian aid con- 
voys through to Bosnia. 

Gen. Rose blamed a “frag- 
mented” approach by the Un- 
ited Nations in the past and 
said his new policy would 
diminish die risk faced by the 
troops under his command. 

Gen. Rose has promised a 
“hardline, hard-nosed" 
approach to his mission to aid 
civilian victims of the war and 
told BBC Radio that “by 
focusing our efforts... I am 
quite sure we will increase the 
number of convoys going ; 
through to central Bosnia. - • j 

Serb forces unblocked U.N. '' 
traffic on a road outside 
Sarajevo after Gen. Rose 
threatened to use Warrior 
combat vehicles to force a way 
past if necessary, U.N. officials 
said Thursday. 


Commenting on a three- 
pronged U.N. effort on the 
peacekeeping, military and 
humanitarian fronts, he said: 
“I think possibly some of our 
effort has been somewhat frag- 
mented and there hasn't been a 
totally coherent approach.” 

Gen. Rose, a former com- 
mander of Britain's crack SAS 
(Special Air Service) regiment, 
said “only half of the convoys 
required are getting into cen- 
tral Bosnia.” 

Asked if his approach might 
endanger the troops under his 
command. Gen. Rose said: 
"The risks will be diminished 
by the fact that we are adopt- 
ing a slightly tougher stance.” 

At the United Nations, the 
Security Council threatened 
sanctions against Croatia 
Thursday for sending troops to 
Bosnia but it is questionable 
whether the 15-member body 
will impose them. 

Nevertheless, Council mem- 
bers as well as Croatia’s U.N. 
ambassador, Mario Nobiio, 
said they considered the warn- 
ing a serious one but hoped it 
would not be carried out. 

Mr. Nobiio returned the 
threat by saying his country 
would “spark a new war,” 
mainly against rebel Serbs in 
Croatia, if the sanctions were 
imposed. 

“We ( ( $ouId be running out 
of time 'and' in ! the first place 
would liberate (Croatian terri- 
tories) “by our own forces, 
whatever the price would be,” 
he told reporters. 

With three Council members 

— France. Britain and Spain 

— members of the European 


Union, few expect any Council 
action before the EU has taken 
a position. The Europeans in- 
tend to discuss the issue Mon- 
day, with Germany having 
already signalled its opposition 
to an economic embargo. 

But European diplomats 
said they expected Germany to 
use its influence with Croatia 
and get the troops withdrawn. 

The threat of sanctions 
against Croatia, similar to 
those imposed against the 
Yugoslav Republics of Serbia 
and Montenegro, was prompted 
by reports that Croatia sent 
regular army troops to Bosnia 
to reinforce Croat militias bat- 
tling Bosnian government 
forces. 

Secretary-General Boutros 
Ghali earlier this week identi- 
fied 3,000 to 5,000 regular 
Croatian army troops in cen- 
tral and southern Bosnia, in- 
cluding three brigades - and a 
military police force. He said 
die army's equipment included 
heavy artillery and multi- 
barrelled rocket launchers. 


In a statement read at a 
formal meeting Thursday, the 
Security Council said it would 
consider “other serious mea- 
sures” if Croatia “fails to put 
zt. immediate end to all forms 
of interference” in Bosnia. 
Council members said “serious 
measures” were a codeword 
for- sanctions’. • 

Dr. Ghali is to report within 
two weeks on Croatia's prog- 
ress towards withdrawal “all 
elements” of the Croatian 
army and their equipment. 

The Council will then con- 
sider the controversy again. 


N. Korea seems to close door on inspections 


VIENNA (R) — North Korea 
said Friday there was “no im- 
mediate prospect” of letting 
the International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA) con- 
duct unconditional inspections 
of its nuclear sites. 

The North Korean envoy to 
the IAEA. Yun Ho-Jin, told 
Reuters in Vienna that the 
conflicting positions of the 
IAEA and Pyongyang “cannot 
be merged at the moment.” 

Without inspections, the 
U.N. agency will be unable to 
give North Korea a clean bill of 
nuclear health by the end of 
this month, and the United 
States, which believes Pyon- 
gyang is making atomic bombs, 
could demand punitive sanc- 
tions. 

The harldine and heavily- 
armed Communist state, 
issuing a stream of hostile 
statements this week, has 
warned it would regard this an 
act of war. 

North Korea disclaims nuc- 
lear weapons ambitions. 

The United States has 
offered to end North Korea's 
economic and political isola- 
tion in return for IAEA access 


to seven declared nuclear sites. 

On Jan. 20, the IAEA saki 
North Korea was seeking to 
place unacceptable limits on 
the proposed examination of 
the facilities, and warned there 
would be no inspections at all 
unless these conditions were 
dropped. 

With less than three weeks 
to go before the IAEA must 
issue a report to its board of 
governors, meeting in the 
week of Feb. 21. the agency's 
talks with North Korea 
appeared at a dead end. 

“We will not accept to clar- 
ify everything,” Mr. Yun said. 
“We have offered enough to 
prove the continuity of know- 
ledge (about North Korea's 
nuclear activities).” 

Some U.S. senators are dis- 
playing impatience with the 
Clinton administration's 
attempts to cajole the North, 
complaining these rely on “too 
much carrot and not enough 
stick.” 

When Washington said a 
week ago that it was sending 
Patriot anti-missile defence 
systems to its ally South Korea. 
Pyongyang unleashed a tirade 


of angry statements. 

IAEA spokesman David 
Kyd said North Korea's nuc- 
lear sites had not been opened 
to outside inspection for over a 
year, apart from two brief 
visits last summer to change 
film and batteries in IAEA 


cameras. 


But Mr. Yun indicated that 
the inspection measures the 
agency was demanding to cany 
out were regarded by his gov- 
ernment as excessive. 


Last Friday. Mr. Kyd said 
tire IAEA hoped to hear from 
the North Koreans early in the 
week. But the agency is still 
waiting for a formal answer. 

“We’ve had no notifica- 
tion,” Mr. Kyd said Thursday. 
“It looks pretty dismal.” 

Pyongyang has warned it will 
tear up all its “goodwill com- 
mitments” over nuclear inspec- 
tions and finally renounce the 
non-proliferation treaty 
(NPT), which the IAEA is 
pledged to safeguard through 
regular inspections. 

It has accused the U.S. of 
“despicable and dangerous ac- 
tions of perfidy." 


Finns face tough choice in presidential election 


HELSINKI (R) — Finns wor- 
ried about economy and fore- 
ign policy issues will choose 
between a woman defence 
minister and a veteran U.N. 
diplomat in a presidential elec- 
tion Sunday set to become a 
political thriller. 

Opinion polls show the race 
for the powerful presidency 
becoming increasingly dose, 
with Defence Minister Eli- 
sabeth Rehn and Martti Ahti- 
saari of the opposition Social 
Democrats running neck and 
neck. 

“It is impossible to antici- 
pate what will happen," said 
political science Professor Ola- 
vi Borg at Tampere University. 

Tuomo Martikainen, profes- 
sor at Helsinki University, said 
tbe election could be so dose 
that “luck plays a crucial role” 
and that the outcome may well 
be decided by voter turnout. 

“The matter is in the hands 
of marginal voters,” he said. 

The two led nine other 
candidates in the election's 



first round on Jan. 16, but 
failed to win the 50 per cent 
needed to avoid a second and 
decisive round of voting. 

The winner will succeed 
Maono Koivisto who steps 
down on March I after two 
six-year terms. 

Ms. Rehn and Mr. Ahtisaari 
have benefited from voter dis- 
enebantement with politicians 
at a time when the country is 
suffering its worst economic 
slump since independence 
from Russia in 1917. 

Mr. Ahtisaari, 56, is a for- 
mer United Nations under- 
secretary general with little ex- 
perience of domestic politics 
while Ms. Rehn, 58, is an 
outspoken candidate of the 
small Swedish People’s Party, 
a junior member of tbe centre- 
right government. 

Her party draws support 
from the six-per cent Swedish- 
speaking minority in Finland 
— a legacy of the tune before 
1809 when Finland belonged to 
its western neighbour. 


Ms. Rehn and Mr. Ahtisaari 
have similar views on foreign 
policy, the main task of the 
president, with both of them 
favouring plans to join the 
European Union and stressing 
the importance of good rela- 
tions with neighbouring Rus- 
sia. 

Many Finns look nervously 
at events in Russia, especially 
following the rise of ultra- 
nationalist Vladimir Zhirinovs- 
ky. 

“I think there will not be any 
big changes in our foreign poli- 
cy/’ said Weijo Pitkanen, a 
senior researcher at the Fin- 
nish Institute of International 
Affairs. 

But the two candidates dash 
on economics. Mr. Ahtisaari 
advocates fiscal stimulation 
while Ms. Rehn is part of a 
government which has cut ex- 
penditure to keep state debt 
under control. 

Sunday's vote marks die first 
time Finns will elect their pres- 
ident m a direct popular vote 


as opposed to an Electoral 
College system. 

Mr. Ahtisaari was ahead 
with 25.9 per cent of the vote 
in foe first round, roughly foe 
same level of popularity as he 
party, but it was Ms. Rehn 
with 22 per cent who emerged 
as favourite after a late surge in 
supp ort, especially among 
women and the young. 

The last two opinion polls 
Mr. Ahtisaari has caught up. 

One published Thursday 
gave him a narrow lead with 51 
per cent in support against 49 
per cent for Ms. Rehn, while a 
survey Wednesday pm Ms 
Rehn ahead with 50.5 per cent 
against 49.5 per cent — both 
within their margins of error. 

Political analysts say Mr! 
Ahtisaari has apparently 
gained m popularity by criticis- 
ing the government over re- 


coid unemployment, saying he 
wants a more “humane” poli- 


cyjnd as a result of improved 
performances in television de- 
bates. 


Festival 
to showcase 
East Europe 





BERLIN (AP) — The 12-day ‘ 
Berlin Film Festival will pay' 
tribute to screen legend Sophia 1 
Loren and the late Ericb Von* 
Stroheim, the Vienna-born : 
actor and director of tbe Holly- -1 
wood classics Greed and The \ 
Wedding March. Two-thirds of • 
the 22 film vying for the ftsstiv- * 
al’s highest honour, the Gol- 
den Bear Prize, are European. ’ 
Competitors include Jim Sher- ; 
idan's “in The Name Of The 4 
Father, a Britisb-Irisb produc-- 
tion starring Daniel Dsy-Ldwis' 
about a father and sou’s; 
wrongful imprisonment for an * 
IRA bombing. French director 
Alan Resnais is in tbe running 
with two films Smoking and No 
Smoking — which chart twist- ' 
mg paths in human relations 
and are based on an: Alan ; 
Ayckbourn play. Only two 
U.S. films are in the main 
competition: Jonathan - De- ■ 
mine's Philadelphia, about a 
man who fights back after 
being fired because he has ; 
AIDS, and Peter Weir’s Fear- | 
less, about aircrafts disaster 
survivors. A joint Russian- 
French production, Semjon * 
Aranowitsch’s The Year Of 
The Dog heads three Eastern 
European challengers. Shot in ' 
Moldova, it treats homeless- * 
ness with a Dostoyevsky-like . 
eye, said Festival Director ’ 
Moritz De Hadeln. Hundreds ’ 
of feature, documentary and . 
experimental films are being : 
shown out of competition. in- ; 
eluding children's films from 
Mongolia and South Africa. A 
restored copy of The 'Great : 
Gabbo. Von Stroheim’s first 
sound film, will be among 12 
films making their world pre- 
mieres. Hie festival opens on 
Feb. 10, and Ms. Loren is due 
to receive an Honourary Life- „ 
Achievement Golden Bear on 
Feb. 17. Jack Valenti, presi- 
dent of the U.S. Motion Pic- ■ 
ture Association, is likely to 
stir controversy during his 
planned appearance. He has 
led the fight to lower European 
restrictions to Hollywood 
movies. European culture * 
ministers are to gather at the 
festival on Feb. 19 to discuss 
die industry's trans-Atlantic 
Lute fend. Other Golden Bear 
Hndidates include: The Blue 
Hne by Germany's Lienhaxd 
Wawrzyn, Back to Square One 0 
by,* Germany’s Reinbard s 
Muenster, Sparkling- Fox, =8 ? 
Chinese-Hong Kong produc-,." 
tion by Wu Zi-Niu, Hwaon/ • 
kyung by Chang Sun Woo of ■ 
South Korea and Shelter Of . 
The Wings by Buddhadeb Das- 
gupta of India, The Third ; 
Bank Of The River by Nelson 
Pereira Dos Santos of Brazil - 
and the Cuban- Mexican pror 
duction Fresa Y Chocolate by 
Tomas Gutierrez Alea and 
J.C. Tabio. • 


■Mi 


5. Korea reaffirms 
ban on Japanese 
shows, films 


SEOUL (AFP) — The South 
Korea government Wednesday 
ruled it would maintain a 
decades-old ban on Japanese 
shows and films, putting an 
end to an acrimonious debate 
coloured by bitter memories of 
occupation. Foreign Ministiy 
officials said. The decision 
came at a meeting of South 
Korean Foreign Minister Han 
Sung-Joo and governing party, 
“■"ulers, Mr. Han’s office said, 
meeting reaffirmed that 
ji Korea needed to block 
influx of Japanese culture, 
iich has been barred here as 
unsavory and alien since the 
1910-1945 colonial occupation, 
it said. “Considering the spe- 
cial national sentiment toward 
Japan, it is not desirable 
either.'’ Yonhap. South 
Korea's national news agency, 
qwKo) Paek Nam-Chi, the 
party s policy coordinator, as 
aying. The meeting followed a 
sharp debate triggered ;hy 
South Korean ambassador to 
Japan Gong Ro-Myung, Who 
proposed Monday that the' ban 
be lifted “in the current age.of 
advanced telecommunications 
and mass media, which is 
rendering borders insignifi- 
cant. it is desirable for Korea 
to open its markets now for 
good Japanese cultural pro- 
ducts including movies," he 
said. Mr. Gong’s remarks were 
seizol upon by the local media 
as South Korean President 
Kim Young-Sam geared for a . 
tnp to Japan in March, with 
opinions split both among gov- 
ernment officials and cultural 
JJr. art *stic circles. Foreign 
Mmuitiy officials, echoing Mr. 
^ong s proposal, said the time 
j^^ Pcfora “ soft landing" of 
h^T : .,. po P u,ar culture to 
phan f3 u ,tate e «>nomic ex- 
™«ges between the two geog- 

^*S al, y cl °se countries /“Wfe 

annrn* u H °P en -mi tided 

the n? C -’ a d »rector at 
„Jv? ,ni **y's East Asia De-_ 

tionrrf nt * speafcin S on oondi- 
uon of anonymity hours before 
me decision was made. ' ' 
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5j5 Volkov gets to semis, | Ellis paces Spurs over Cavaliers 


Lendl ousted in Dubai 


DUBAI. United Arab Emi- 
rates (AP) — Alexander Vol- 
kov of Russia was given a 
tremendous fright by Sweden's 
Henrik. Holm before the 
eighth-seeded Russian entered 
(he semifinals of the SI million 
Dubai Open tennis cham- 
pionship.. 

In a second quarterfinal, 
fifth seed Ivan Lendl went into 
(he fray against no. 4 seed 
Magnus Gustafsson with a 


of the tournament, which has a 
winner's prize fund of 
5244,000. 

Holm, ranked 27 places be- 
low Volkov and the man who 
upset second seed Thomas 
Muster in the second round 
had given little away through- 
out the two-hour 19-minuie 
contest, but made crucial dou- 
ble faults at 5-5 in the final set. 

lust one break of serve sepa- 


W| c r a-j"** 


painful back injury. He retired rated the pair in the ope nine 

L. (ho CAr !.L tf_ll ■ ‘ _ ° 


in the third set leaving Custafs- 
son, the world no. 12, to enter 
the semifinals with a score of 
46. 6-2, 3-L 

The centre-court thriller saw 
Volkov, the world no. 20. 
claim six of the last seven 
games to win 6-4, 0-6, 7-5 after 
seeming to be on the way out 


set, with Volkov saving two 
break points before and 
another one after breaking 
Holm to lead 4-3. In the 
second set, the Russian be- 
came upset with some line calls 
and grew increasingly agitated, 
eventually receiving a warning 
for abusive language. 


Reneberg beats Ruah 


SAN JOSE, Calif. (AP) — 
According to the seedings, he's 
the next best thing to Michael 
Chang at the San Jose Open. 
Ask Ridiey Reneberg if that 
makes him a target and he just 
about laughs. 

“I can't imagine there’s a 
guy out there who feels he 
can't beat me,” Reneberg said 
after disposing of Venezuela's 
Maurice Ruah 6-2, 6-1 Thurs- 
day to reach the quarterfinals.. 

While three seeded players 
have already lost early-round 
Matches, including no. 3 seed 
Brad Gilbert, a San Francisco 
bay area resident, Reneberg 
has lived up to his billing so 
fax. 

Renegerg of Houston is 
ranked 30th in the world bv the 


ATP and seeded second in San 
Jose. He has lost only seven 
games in two matches, making 
quick work of unseeded chal- 
lengers, maybe because he's 
not taking them for granted. 

“I don't think there's anyone 
intimidated by me so it doesn't 
mat ter.” Renegerg said. “I 
don't think being seeded really 
helps me at all.” 

Next on Reneberg's agenda 
is hometown favourite Brian 
MacPhie, a wild-card entry, 
who advanced with a 6-2, 6-3 
victory over no. S Lutz Mattar 
of Prazil. 

No. 5 Karsten Braasch of 
Germany advanced to the 
quarterfinals with a 6-4, 6-2 
victory over Alex O’Brien. 


CLEVELAND (R) — Dale 
EDis scored 31 points, includ- 
ing a three-point play with 4.2 
seconds remaining, to lift the 
streaking San Antonio Spurs to 
a 98-97 triumph over the 
Cleeveiand Cavaliers late 
Thursday. 

Ellis, who netted 13 points in 
the decisive fourth quarter, 
scored San Antonio's final 
seven points. David Robinson 
added 19 points and Dennis 
Rodman grabbed 20 rebounds 
for San Antonio 
which won its fifth straight 

game. 

Mark Price, whose jumper 
with two minutes left gave the 
Cavs a 94-91 advantage, scored 
a season-high 29 points. 

Larry Nance chipped in with 
19 for Cleveland, which played 
most of the game without Brad 
Daugherty, who is suffering 
from the flu. 

In Portland, Harvey Grant 
scored 11 of his season-high 29 
points in the third quarter as 
the Portland Trail Blazers 
raced past the Phoenix Suns, 
126-10S. 

Grant ted seven players in 
double figures as the Trail 
Blazers snapped a two-game 
skid and beat the Suns for the 
first time in three games this 
season. 

Grant helped extend a nine- 
point halftime lead to 98-78 
entering the fourth quarter. 
Portland led by as many as 26 
points in the final period. 

At Utah, BJ. Armstrong 
scored 20 points and keyed a 
fourth quarter spurt that 
helped the Chicago Bulls pull 
away for their 10th win in 11 
games, 94-85, over the Utah 
Jazz. 

Armstrong hit a three- 



Robcrt Parish of the Boston Celtics (right) drives against Shawn 
Kemp of the Seattle Supersonks Wednesday. Seattle beat Boston 
97-84 (AFP) 


pointer to gjve the Bulls a 
four-point lead with 6:24 to go 
and scored four points during a 
game-dosing 8-2 run that clin- 
ched Chicago’s fourth straight 
win over Utah. 

Scottie Pippen added 19 
points and Horace Grant had 
11 points, seven rebounds and 
six assists for Chicago. Karl 
Malone led the Jazz with 24 
points and 10 rebounds and 
Tom Chambers added 16 
points. 

John Stockton had 12 assists 


for Utah. 

In Houston, Hakeem Ola- 
juwon scored 28 points and 
grabbed 15 rebounds to lead 
the Houston Rockets past the 
Los Angeles Lakers, 99-88. 

Otis Thorpe added 20 points 
and 13 rebounds for Houston, 
which improved to 10-10 sinoe 
starting the season 22-1. 

Etden Campbell had a 
season-high 29 points and 13 
rebounds to pace the Lakers, 
who had won three of their last 
five games. 


Egyptian Special Olympic team 

preparing for ’95 world games I gators refused Thursday to rule Earlier this week, Giiiool; 
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WASHINGTON (USIA) — 
Special Olympic International 
(SOI) is gearing up for its 1995 
world games in New Haven, ' 
Connecticut, and the organisa- 
tion plans to help train Egyp- 
tian coaches and trainers — 
and these of other countries — 
as they prepare for this 
quadrennial event. 

• These plans were discussed 
during a WorldNet satellite 
television dialogue betweert*- 
SDL Director Wfll ! Hoehnddrf 
and SOI Director of Spora^ 
Training and Competition 
Tom. Songster, in the United 
States,-' and a gathering of 
Egyptian representatives in 
Cairo-, including Ahmad 
Hamad, natiolnal director of 
SOI in Egypt, and officials 
representing the ministries of 
special affairs education, the 
Supreme Court, and Egypt's 
Federation of Handicapped 
People. 

“Our. headquarters here is 
now ready to provide massive 
technical assistance to virtually 
any country that requires it,’' 
Hoehndorf said. “The SOI is 
prepared to send coaches in 
the sports m which Egypt plans 
to participate, experts in orga- 
nisational management and ex- 
perts in the area of family 
involvement in Special Olym- 
pics in order to help develop 
Egypt's programme, he added. 

Special Olympics offers 
sports training and competition 
worldwide in 23 kinds of sports 
to children and adults with 
mental retardation. 

Since the programme was 
founded in 1968 by Mrs. 
Eunice Shriver, sister of for- 
mer President John F. Ken- 


nedy, more than one million 
mentally handicapped arhieres 
from 131 countries have par- 
ticipated in the Special Olym- 
pics. More than 6.000 athletes 
from over 100 countries par- 
ticipated in the last world 
games, held in Minneapolis-St. 
Paul, Minnesota, in 1991. 

Songster indicated that SOI 
is anticipating sending experts 
on all of the sports in which 
. Egypt plans to compete at the . 
. 1995 games: Aquatics, athle- 
tics, basketball, table tennis, 
and football. 

The coaching strategy of 
SOI, Songster said, is designed 
to coax the best performance 
out of each athlete. The train- 
ing schools for coaches are 
constantly getting new ideas 
from "ail over the world.” 
which they incorporate into 
their programmes at the local, 
national and international 
level. 

Hoehndorf explained that 
when the games were formally 
established. Mrs. Shriver in- 
tended them to promote a bet- 
ter life for the retarded. He 
said she had found, through 
testing during the late 1950s 
and early 1960s, positive proof 
that “with appropriate training 
and coaching, persons with 
mental retardation could, in 
fact, achieve a significant 
amount of success” in their 
lives as well as in sports. 

She had discovered that it 
was through such competition 
that the players could be chal- 
lenged to "reach their highest 
potential," developing intellec- 
tual, physical, emotional, and 
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WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l — -Ax South, vulnerable, you 
hold; 

*KQ 974 0AK643 *A432 
Partner opera the bidding with four 
heart*. What action do you take? 

Q& — Both vulnerable, ax South 
you hold: 

* AlOft 910983 -:>94 *Q9Sfl 
Partner open* the bidding with one 
specie- What do you respond? 

Q.3 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hokfc 

*KSH -CA53 0A83 *J36& 

What is your opening bid? 

Q.4 — Both vulnerable, as Sooth 
you bold: 


4 AXQ 103 <?A 742 OKS #Q 8 
Your right-band oppone nt o pens 
the bidding with a weak two rfm- 
monds. What action do you take? 
QJ5, Both vulnerable, ax South 

*0^87* 994 OQJ06X *86 
The bidding has proceeded 

North East South West 

1 0 l * 7 . _ 

What action do you take? 

Q.g East- West vulnerable, ax 

0108 *8765 

l 9 Pass Pw»« 7 

Do you balance? 


social skills, and thereby 
“ transforming dependency 
into independence, disability 
to success," he added. 

Asked how mental retarda- 
tion is defined in determining 
who can participate in the 
games. Songster and Hoehn- 
dorf agreed that rather than 
use an “intelligence quotient” 
(IQ) limit, the SOI prefers to 
ask whether a person has diffi- 
culty keeping up eduptionally 
with peers. 

“Mis. Shriver's basic phi- 
losophy has always been that 
it’s better to include one per- 
son that's questionable about 
eligibility rather than to ex- 
clude anyone at all,” Hoehn- 
dorf said. 

Hoehndorf noted that the 
organisation specifically ex- 
cludes any sport which may be 
considered violent, such as 
boxing, wrestling, or the mar- 
tial arts. Otherwise, SOI 
attempts to include representa- 
tive sporting events from 
around the world. 

Turning to the question of 
how each country can manage 
its organisation of the games. 
Hoehndorf and Songster stres- 
sed that SOI has found it quite 
possible to work well — and 
jointly — with both 
government-run, as well as pri- 
vate sports organisations. 


PORTLAND (AP) — Investi- 
gators refused Thursday to rule 
out filing charges of hindering 
prosecution against Tonya 
Harding in the attack on Olym- 
pic figure skater Nancy Kerri- 
gan, 

Harding, who has not been 
charged, admitted to author- 
ities that she lied in the first 
part of her lOMi-hour interview 
at FBI headquarters Jan. 8. 

Under Oregon law, a person 
hinders prosecution by deceiv- 
ing authorities to prevent the 
apprehension of someone who 
has committed a' felony. 

Norm Frink, Multnomah 
County deputy district attor- 
ney, said a New York daily 
news report that Harding will 
be charged with hindering pro- 
secution next week was not 
correct. 

“1 am not excluding the pos- 
sibility that the grand jury 
might choose to return hinder- 
ing prosecution charges against 
someone in this case,” Frink 
said “But at this point, it's 
mere speculation and no final 
decision has been made.” 

Four people, including 
Harding's ex-husband, Jeff 
Gillooly, have confessed to 
plotting the Jan. 6 attack on 
Kerrigan to knock her out of 
the U.S. figure skating cham- 
pionships, the qualifying event 
for this month's Olympics in 
UUehammer. Norway, thus 
enhancing Harding’s chance of 


winning. 

Earlier this week, Gillooly 
pleaded guilty to taking pan in 
the attack and implicated his 
ex-wife. 

Kerrigan, whose right knee 
was dubbed, withdrew from 
the championships but was 
named to the U.S. Olympic 
team any way along with Hard- 
ing, who won the competition. 

The U.S. Figure Skating 
Association was proceeding 
with steps that could lead to 
revolting’s membership for un- 
ethical conduct. 

But that process could drag 
on for past die games, and the 
U.S. Olympic Committee was 
not commenting on what ac- 
tion it might take in the mean- 
time. 

Harding practised again at a 
suburban shopping mall rink 
Thursday and said was ignor- 
ing suggestions that she re- 
move herself from the Olympic 
team. 

During the first part of her 
interview with the FBI, Hard- 
ing told investigators she knew 
nothing about any involvement 
of her ex-husband in the plot. 

She changed her story and 
implicated him only after one 
of her interrogators warned 
her it was illegal to lie to law 
enforcement authorities 


Graf, Navratilova waits: 
into Tokyo semifinals 


TOKYO (R) — Top seeds 
Steffi Graf and Martina Navra- 
tilova coasted through straight 
set wins Friday to advance into 
the semifinals of the Pan Paci- 
fic Open in Tokyo. 

Fresh from her Australian 
Open triumph, Graf over- 
whelmed Canadian qualifier 
Jana Nejediy 6-1 6-1 and will 
next play unseeded Kristie 
Boogert of the Netherlands, 
who downed American veter- 
an Pam Shriver 6-1 6-4. 

Navratilova kept alive her 
bid to defend her title and win 
the first tournament of her 
final season by outmanoeuvr- 
ing Larisa Neiland of Latvia 
64 6-4. 

Waiting for her in Saturday's 
semifinal is sixth seed Manuel 2 
Maleeva-Fragniere of Switzer- 
land, who battled to a 6-4 6-4 
win against plucky Markera 
Kochta of Germany, the victor 
of third seed Gabriela Sabatini 
in the second round. 

Graf was merciless in her 
42-minute drubbing of the 
Czech-born Canadian, ranked 
306 places lower. 

“For me it was very easy 
because I served well and was 
able to attack her serve," Graf 
said. 

Navratilova, seeded second 
and playing her first louma- 
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Martina Navratilova 
ment since tumbling out in the 
second round of the new York 
Virginia Slims in mid- 
November. unleashed an array 
of nimble shots in tandem with 
her powerful serve spiked with 
topspin. 

“I served very well. I lost 


one point on my se ; ve in the 
second set aro was able to 
return ?■:: a-.-v* 'tier than 
her mine, ”sai< J 7-year old 

Navnilova. 

Navratilov, rice winner 
her and seek' the 167th win 
of her care. was never in 
danger of losing h- r own serve 
as she executed per powerful 
serve and \?'Uy game to 
perfection. 

The asconc- ._aed sounded a 
defiant wa ning to the 
Bulgarian-born Maleeva- 
Fragniere, gunning for her 
third title here before retiring 
from tennis at the end of next, 
week's Asia Open in Osaka. 

“I'm sure she'd like to go out 
on a winning note, but if she 
beats me she 'll have to eam it.; 
i'll do everything in my power 
to make this her lasr’ match, 
period. But at the end of the 
match. I'll give her a big hug,”, 
she said, breaking out into a 
broad smiie. 

Maleeva-Fragniere had to 
overcome a spirited challenge 
from the tenacious hard-hitting 
Kochta in a thrilling, closely- 
contested quarterfinal. 

"I don': ;hink I can play 
much better than this — I’m 
playing some of mv best tennis 
right now.” said Maleeva- 
Fragniere. 


World Cup ski r 
to Garmisch afta 


GARMISCH- 
PARTENKIRCHEN, Ger- 
many (R) — World Cup ski 
racers Sunday return to the 
venue where former world 
champion Ulrike Maier lost 
her life. 

The men, however, contest 
only a slalom following a deci- 
sion to call off their downhill 
for safety reasons in the wake 
of last Saturday's tragedy in 
the women’s downhill” on the 
Kandahar track. 

The slalom is raced on a 
separate course called the 
Gudiberg on a different slope. 

Race organisers decided 
Wednesday there was not 
enough snow on important sec- 
tions of the Kandahar to stage 
men's downhill training that 
day because temperatures had 
risen. 

Having already decided not 
to hold practice Thursday — 
the day of Maier's funeral — 
out of respect for the late 
Austrian, the organisers were 
left with just one possible prac- 
tice day before Saturday's 
scheduled downhill — insuffi- 
cient, they said, to ensure the 
race could go ahead smoothly. 

Maier was buried in her na- 
tive village of Rauris, 90 
kilometres from Salzburg, af- 
ter a funeral service attended 
by her family, friends, top Au- 
strian ski racers and hundreds 
of local inhabitants. 

Hubert Schweighoffer, 
Maier's finance and father of 
her four-year-old daughter 
Melanie, blames the Interna- 


tragedy 

Tomba’s confidence is high 
as he chafes an up recede n ted . 
third successive Olympic giant’ 
slalom gold and aims to recap- 
ture the slalom title he narrow- 
ly lost a: the 1992 Albertville 
Games. 

Sweden’s Tomas Fogdoe,.. 
second in Chamonix. Slove- 
nian jure Kosir and Austrians 
Thomas Stangassinger and . 
Thomas Syfcora will be out to.' 
prevent the Italian from having 
things all his own way. 

But. whoever rhe winner - 
turns out to be. the spectre of 
Ulrike Maier’s death will loom 1 
over the race. 

“We'll have sport in the 
coming weeks — but just.' 
sport, and not sport and fun,”\ 
Hubert Ostler, chairman of the*, 
organising committee here/., 
said this week. 


David Roberts 

Exhibition and sale of original lithographs by 

2W l^olerti 

Also engravings by Bartlett and others. Unique 
views of the Holy Land, Jerusalem, Egypt. Limited 
quantity. 

From Friday through Sunday Feb. 6, 10 am. — 7 p.m. 
Forte Grand Hotel. 

CAR FOR SALE 
Duty not paid 

Ford Thunderbird, sports, two doors, model 1989, 
very good condition. 

Tel. 698835 from 8-4 


The American women of Amman 

will be holding their monthly meeting on 

Feb. 5, 1994 
from 4:00 - 6:00 p.m. 

at the Amman Marriott 


FOR RENT OR SALE 

3 bedroom apartment, 7th Circle, fully furnished. 2 
bathrooms, kitchen, central heating, T.V., elevator, 
guard. Excellent. 

Call Sam at 846979 

FOR RENT 

Modern and new flats. Location: Sweifleh 
First, second and third floor. Net area for each flat 
is 290 square metres. Each one consists of 4 
bedrooms (one master), 2 large salons (Jiving, 
dining and family rooms). Modern kitchen, 
washing room, separate central heating, tele- 
phone, TV + F.M., central fine and LIFT. 
Please call the owner: Tel: 822771 
and 818582 


tional Ski Federation (FIS) and 
its officials for her death, alleg- 
ing safety standards were in- 
sufficient. 

FIS and the race organisers 
deny rhe charge, saying they 
did everything possible to en- 
sure safety in a sport in which 
risks cannot be ruled out. 

One local mountain-rescuer 
here was not alone in privately 
expressing disquiet over the 
cancellation of the men's dow- 
nhill in the wake of the 
doomed women's race. 

“The risks are there. They 
all knew it. She(Maier) knew 
it. The course is no more 
dangerous than others, it will 
be the same at the Olympics.” 

For this month's Lilleham- 
mer Olympics women racers 
campaigned successfully to get 
their downhill moved to the 
men’s course on the grounds 
that the track originally desig- 
nated for them was not tough 
enough. 

Maier’s death has inevitably 
overshadowed the build-up to 
Liflehameir.r. 

This week’s World Cup 
programme reflected this, with 
the Austrians pulling out of 
women’s downhill in Spain and 
the men’s downhill in Gar- 
misch deleted. 

But racing returns to Gar- 
misch with the men’s slalom 
and Italy's Alberto Tomba 
back to top form after posting 
his third victory of the season 
in the discipline in Chamonix, 
France, last Sunday. 


Horizon Cultural Center f 'Shmeisani 
Presents 

A Special Coarse of (Arabic For Foreigners) 
For Mo. & Registration Tel. 6SI628 

CAR FOR SALE 

RENAULT 25-V6 AUTOMATIC, dark blue metallic, duty 
unpaid, year 1990. 

Full options, with air-condition and climate control. 

, Diplomatic ieatures. 

Fixed price: $7,500 
For more information call: 

Offset (0700-14:00) 696240/1 
Res. (after 14:00) 664906 



BRING 
OUT THE 
REAL 
YOU 


Wear your birth stone 
in a unique 18k. gold 
design from 




JEWELLERS 


Amra Flotel 
Amman. 


Australia - Attn.: importers, exporters and manufacturers. We 
are at a Sydney-based company with excellent connections 
in Australia. Pacific. Asia and the Middle East looking for 
importers-exporters and manufacturers for all types of pro- 
ducts. 

Our representative will be in Amman in March. 1994. 

• For all trade inquiries contact: 

AL1 KISSWANI 

Tel. (61-2) 5993054, F ; ',r «*1-2) 5S93054 
A-K- KAKADU - TRADING INTERNATIONAL 
P.O. BOX 227, BELMOSE N.S.W. 2192 
AUSTRAL' * 


I Cinema 


Td.: 634344 1 | Cinema 

WilLAPEUPHIA 


. indochine 

Shows: I2J0. 3:30. 6:15. 9 

Special show ofi T ^ r ^’^ ri ^ h ^ 
days and Sundays at 1 1 am. for children 

Bugs Bunny fllm* 


Tel.: 6992381 lOneina 


Ahmad Zaki in 


The Lady’s Chauffeur 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:311. 3:15. 5:1X1. c*.TU. K:30, i(!;.3f) 


Qnema Tel.: 677420 

CONCORD 

CONCORD “T 

FALLING DOWN 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15. 8:30. 10.30 

CONCORD ‘2’ 

ROBIN HOOD 

Shows: 3:15. 5:15 only 

Arabic play ‘Hi America” at 8:30 


Tel.: 675571 

Nabfl At Mashtoi Theatre 

presents a play entitled: 

AL llm Huron 

A popular political comedy 
Actors: Abeer lssa, Daoud Jalfljej. Has- 
san A! Sheer. Fuad Shomali 
In addition to other comedians 

every nfght at fctt 
Tickets «• wM ®U day 


Nabil & Hiram’s Te - ® 5155 [ 


Nabil and Hisham Theatre 
presents 

AhUass Arab Snramst Confer- 
ence (play} 


daily si 8.30 p.m. 

Theatre is closed Mondays and Tuer'days 







U.S. lifts sanctions 
on Vietnam, opens 

new page in ties 




Royal watchers; 
doubt Camilla’s 
out of Charles’ Ufa Y ^ 


' HANOI U' - Vietnam and 
the United . < ?s set their rela- 
• tionship, sou J by war and a 
i long, bitter aftermath, on a 
new course on Friday after 
. U.S. President Bill Clinton 
lifted U.S. ic-xiomic sanctions 
In force for yj years. 

Vietnam « ■ loomed the ges- 
- ture — made less than a week 
before the tet lunar new year 
, — and said it expected liaison 
f offices to open soon as a step- 
ping stone towards full di- 
[ plomatic relations. 

Le Mai, Hanoi's point man 
jon relations with Washington, 
said he expected the offices to 
v open soon and he foresaw no 
; problems in arranging the de- 
, tails. 

; Mr. Mai. deputy foreign 
l minister, also said he did not 
j believe the issue of financial 
r claims dating back to the end 
j of the Vietnam war in 1975, to 
’ be discussed later this month, 
j would be "too complicated.” 
Both sides agreed that nor- 
malising relations “cannot be 
t attached with any political pre- 
-conditions,” he told a news 


In a formal statement, Viet- 
nam welcomed Mr. Clinton's 
action as “a positive and sign- 
ificant decision, which contri- 
butes to opening a new page in 
U.S.- Vietnam relations in the 
interests of the two peoples.' 1 

News of Mr. Clinton's state- 
ment hit Hanoi before dawn on 
Friday. There was no jubila- 
tion in the misty streets of the 
capital, but the unanimous ver- 
dict of Vietnamese citizens and 
U.S. businessmen here was 
“great news." 

Vietnam's communist lead- 
ers were informed immediately 
of Mr. Clinton’s move. Their 
reaction, Mr. Mai said, was 
contained in the formal state- 
ment. 


.‘conference giving Vietnam's 
, reaction 10 hours after Mr. 


rCiinton's Washington 
? announcement. 


, “The bottom line is it's up to 
'. the goodwill of both sides.” he 
'said, declining to predict 
* when diplomatic relations 
T< would be established. 


American companies — the 
main beneficiaries of the end 
of the embargo — immediately 
started doing business (see 
page 6). 

Only 10 hours after Mr. 
Clinton spoke, American Ex- 
press signed an agreement with 
a Vietnamese bank to pave the 
way for use of its credit cards in 
Vietnam for the first time. 

The U.S. soft drink firm 
Pepsico launched a “cola war” 
in Ho Chi Minh city, formerly 
Saigon, with its bitter rival 
Coca-Cola, which said it was 
confident of regaining the 
dominant share of the market 
it had in the old South Viet- 
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PERSONAL FRIENDS: Their Majesties King Hussein and 
Queen Noor and Austria’s past and present presidents pose for 
a pre-dinner group photo at the presidential villa late Thurs- 
day. The Monarch had earlier down in from Croatia where he 
inspected Jordanian troops serving with the U.N. From left to 


right: Katharine KlestH, daughter-in-law of Austrian President 
Thomas Klestil, Mr. Klestil, King Hussein and Queen Noor and 
former Austrian President Kurt Waldheim with his wife 
Elizabeth (AFT photo) 


Mideast teens present 


U.S. 
envoy 
optimistic 
on Cyprus 


Rafsanjani suggests 


West behind shooting 


awards to peacemakers 


i NEW YORK (AP) — It’s been 
.a beady few months for Laith, 
) a 14-year-old Palestinian from 
’'Jerusalem. 

In September, he was on the 
i White House lawn to witness 

• the signing of the historic 
< peace accord between Israel 
{and the Palestine Liberation 
j Organisation (PLO). 

j And on Thursday evening, 
»he was in the United States 
.again this time to present an 
*. award to Israeli Foreign Minis- 
: ter Shimon Pere&for his role in 
! the peace negotiations. 

- “I was sweating a lot,” he 
. said after his speech to Peres, 
in which he implored the 
Israeli leader to speed up the 

• process of making peace. 

Laith was one of four 
youngsters from Israel, Egypt 
.and the Israeli-occupied terri- 
tories who were brought to 
■New York to present the first 
Seeds of Peace awards at a 
formal dinner at the Regency 
Hotel. 

■ Seeds of Peace is a private 
.group formed last April to 
‘.promote understanding be- 
? tween young people from the 
Middle East. In August, it 
brought 46 Israeli, Palestinian 
.and Egyptian youths together 
at a summer camp in Maine, 
then brought them to Washing- 
ton, where their trip culmin- 
ated in a surprise: an invitation 
from President Clinton to 
attend the historic Signing. 


The awards Thursday went 
to Mr. Peres, to PLO official 
Mahmoud Abbas and Egyp- 
tian Foreign Minister Amr 
Musa. Accepting for Abbas 
was the PLO’s representative 
at the United Nations, Nasser 
El Kidwah. Egypt's U.N. 
ambassador. Nabil AJ Araby, 
accepted for Mr. Musa. 

Dressed in a bright blue 
Seeds of Peace T-Shirt and 
standing next to Mr. Peres, 
Laith told the audience that 
the peace accord, the imple- 
mentation of which has been 
delayed by disagreements, was 
one of the wisest steps ever 
taken in the Middle East. 
Then, staring straight at the 
Israeli leader, he said he hoped 
for a Palestinian state, with 
Arab East Jerusalem “at least” 
— as its capital. 

The two smiled at each 
other, and the room erupted in 
laughter. Israel has long main- 
tained that Jerusalem must re- 
main the capita] of the Jewish 
state. 

In his remarks, Mr. Peres 
told Laith he was “grateful for 
what you said — whether I 
agree with every word or not." 

Yehoyada, a 14-year-old 
Israeli from West Jerusalem, 
presented the award to the 
PLO official, telling him he 
hoped that one day soon he 
o&nd his friends will be able to 
say “see you in Damascus or 
Amman.” 


NICOSIA (AP) — A senior 
U.S. official helping negotiate 
implementation of U-N.- 
backed measures aimed at 
reuniting war-divided Cyprus 
said Friday the potential for 
the process to “get screwed 
up” was high. 

But Robert Lamb, the U.S. ' 
State Department's special 
coordinator for Cyprus, said 
rival Greek and Turkish Cyp- 
riots on tiie island were faced 
with a “unique opportunity” 
following their leaders' accept- 
ance of the U.N. co nfi den re- 
building steps. 


"The potential for this get- 
ting screwed up is high," he 
said. “But the truth of the 
matter is that it’s an opportun- 
ity and a good opportunity." 

“Nobody sees the 
confidence-building measures 
as an end in themselves,” he 
told a news conference 
attended by journalists from 
both communities and foreign 
correspondents. 


But the measures are “an 
opportunity to lay the founda- 
tion stones and establish the 
kind of climate in which we can 
move forward in a positive 
way,” said Mr. Lamb, a former 
U.S. ambassador to Cyprus. 

On Tuesday, U.N. Secretary 
General Boutros Ghali praised 
as a breakthrough the Greek 
and Turkish Cypriot leaders' 
recent acceptance of the U.N. 
package and their willingness 
to begin talks on the 
confidence-building measures. 


TEHRAN (Agencies) — Pres- 
ident Hashemi Rafsanjani. 
who authorities say was the 
target of an assassination 
attempt this week, suggested 
Friday that the United States 
and the West were behind the 
shooting. 

Speaking in a prayer sermon 
at Tehran University, Mr. Raf- 
sanjani, 60, said that “global 
arrogance” an Iranian epithet 
for the United States and the 
West — has been trying to 
crush the Islamic revolution 
since it ousted the pro-Western 
Shah Mohammad Reza Pahla- 
vi in 1979. 

As worshipers chanted 
"Hashemi, Hashemi, God save 
you,” Mr. Rafsanjani shrugged 
off the alleged assassination 
attempt. 

“In my opinion, this ... is a 
very minor event, which can 
always happen," he said. 

Mr. Rafsanjani declared that 
even if be had been killed, the 
Islamic revolution would not 
collapse. 

“Global arrogance, America 
and others should really know 
that by the physical or psycho- 
logical elimination of a person 
they cannot overcome the re- 
volution,” he said. 

Iran ritually blames the Un- 
ited States, which is trying to 
isolate the Islamic republic and 
force it to abandon its radical 
policies, for most of its woes. 

“Death to America, death to 
Israel," roared die crowd when 
Mr. Rafsanjani referred to the 
shooting (see page 2). 

Security at the university 
campus in the heart of Tehran 
was unusually tight. Worship- 
ers stood in line for hours to 


The world's richest man, 
Brunei’s Sultan Hassan Bol- 
kiah, who is on an official visit 
to Iran, sat in a cordoned 
section among worshipers 
segregated by sex. 

One man in the crowd, who 
identified himself only as 
Kaveh, said he had come from 
northern Tehran for the 
prayers. “We believe in the 
revolution and we’ll continue 
supporting Rafsanjani and 
Ayatollah Khomeini,” he said. 
“America will never win.” 

“(The plotters) wanted to 
make a small but noisy move in 
front of foreign journalists and 
guests ... it would have been 
more successful for them if 
somebody had died,” Mr. Raf- 
sanjani said during his sermon. 

A man fired five shots, 
apparently from a small-calibre 
pistol, daring a ceremony at 
the shrine of the late Ayatollah 
Ruhollah Khomeini while Mr. 
Rafsanjani was giving a speech 
on Tuesday. 

The ceremony commemo- 
rated Ayatollah Khomeini's re- 
turn to Tehran 15 years ago at 
the start of Iran's Islamic Re- 
volution. 

The man was seized, and 
Mr. Rafsanjani continued his 
speech after a short break. 
Iranian officials were reported 
as saying later that accom- 
plices, described as “anti- 
Islamic and anti- 
revolutionary," had been 
arrested. 

“(They aimed) to disrupt the 
ceremonies and make them un- 
safe so that people would not 
participate and give a sign to 
the outside world that the re- 
volution has lost its lustre." 
Mr. Rafsanjani said Friday. 



Hashemi Rafsanjani 


“Some (people) could al- 
ways cause a small incident to 
occur,” he added. “But be 
assured that it is nothing 
against the revolution which 
has become independent from 
individuals.” 

Tehran Radio quoted a 
police brigadier as saying on 
Thursday that security forces 
had information on who was 
behind the plot but could not 
release it for security reasons. 

The radio had earlier quoted 
an unnamed security official as 
saying foreign powers were in- 
volved in the plot and Iranian 
television on Wednesday night 
blamed the United States and 
Israel. 

Witnesses said on Tuesday 
the shots were fired from a 
small-calibre pistol at least 50 
metres from the platform 
where Mr. Rafsanjani stood. 

Mr. Rafsanjani, who was 
elected to a second four-year 
term last August, has been 
among the country's top lead- 
ers since the revolution. He 
has reportedly survived several 
assassination attempts. 

Some Iranians doubt the 
official version of the shooting, 
claiming it was stage-managed 
to boost Mr. Rafsanjani's im- 
age at a time when his govern- 
ment is mired in crisis. 


MOGADISHU (Agencies) — 
Warlord Ali Mahdi Moham- 
mad said on Friday rival Soma- 
li leaders were dose to agree- 
ment to form a government, 
and even a weak government 
was better than none. 

It would be “a body without 
a head” but “we have to opt 
for the easiest solution," he 
told Reuters. ‘/Only the Soma- 
lis can decide die fate of Soma- 
lia. No one can impose it.” 

Mr. Ali Mahdi, who consid- 
ers himself interim president, 
was speaking after talks in 
which U.S. spedal envoy 
Robert Oakely is acting as 
go-between among factions in- 
cluding his main rival. General 
Mohammad Farab Aideed. 

Foreign intervention laun- 
ched in December 1992 to pro- 
tect famine relief from civil war 
looting is being scaled back 
with the departure of Amer- 
ican and o filer major Western 
peacekeeping contingents 
bloodied in conflict with Gen. 
Aideed's followers. 

Somalia had had no central- 
authority since the fall of dicta- 
tor Mohammad Siad Barre 
three years ago. A resurgence 
of clan fighting is now widely 
feared. 

Harking back to an unsuc- 
cessful peace accord negoti- 
ated last March in neighbour- 
ing Ethiopia, Mr. Ali Mahdi 
said the plan would have 
avoided giving dominant pow- 
er to any one of the warring 
rivals. 

“I said at Addis Ababa that 
what we accepted was a body 
without a head — but no one 
understood me,” he said in an 
interview in his north Moga- 
dishu office. 

“Now after one year the 
international community, 
Americans and Aideed under- 
stand, and are saying now it (a 
government) can come. 

’‘This is the main new 
motivation for an interim gov- 
ernment. ... 

“Even if the Somalis agree 
to form a weak government, 
then we have to make it stron- 
ger and build it up in time. You 
cannot just avoid the idea be- 
cause it is a weak govern- 
ment,” be said. 

“We are very close to 
reaching the conclusion of self 
government. We are very dose- 
to the final stage." 

“Ambassador Oakley told 
us in a message from his gov- 
ernment that Somalis have to 
' find a solution to our problem 
and that the international com- 
munity is ready to act as a 
catalyst." 

He said specifics of what 
kind of government and what 
kind of role Gen. Aideed 
might have in it were not raised 
but “we spoke of our willing- 
ness to form an interim govern- 
ment... as regard to his meet-, 
ing with Aideed he just told me 
it was very positive." 

Mr. Oakley said in Nairobi 
Wednesday he had met Gen. 
Aideed and he was convinced 
that he was now determined to 
seek peace. 


LONDON (AP) — Some myal;^ 1$ 

watchers doubt recent reports^ 
in Britain's tabloids that 
Charles has put Camilla Parker/ 
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IAF under fire for non-committal stand on Malhas’ charges 


By Nermeen Murad 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — The Islamic Ac- 
tion Front (IAp) 1S being 
targeted for criticism for re- 
maining “uninvolved' ’ in the 
food and drug cases which 
was raised by Minister of 
Health Abdul Rahim Malhas 
two weeks ago. And while its 
representatives have 
responded to critics in the 
press and among IAF consti- 
tuency, the front has yet to 
outline its position towards 
the affairs. 

Some analysts believe that 
the IAF has been unable to 
make up its mind over sup- 
port of Dr. Malhas if only 
because a large percentage of 
its constituency is pharma- 
cists and food traders whose 
interests have been targeted 
by Dr. Malhas’ criticism. 

On the other hand, the 
IAF does not want to appear 
to be siding with the govern- 
ment especially since ic was 
Dr- Abdul Salam Mw.-ali’s 
government that was per- 
ceived to be targetting the 
Islamists by the change in the 
Election Law to a one- 
person, one-vote system. 

Other analysts believe that 
the IAF cannot be called 
upon to have a unified party 
line on this issue because the 
issue is “non-partisan" and is 
not political in nature. 

These analysts believe that 
the IAF has within its ranks 


the same split in opinion over 
the minister’s statements as 
the one that has appeared in 
society at large. 

The IAPs position may 
become clearer when its 
spokesperson in parliament, 
Hamzeh Mansour, takes the 
floor today. But in the mean- 
time. the front has attempted 
to ward off criticism by other 
deputies and political forces 
in the country. 

It has. nevertheless, 
worded its response carefully 
to avoid committing itself to 
any particular position. 

In feet, on Wednesday, the 
first day of parliamentary dis- 
cussion of the Malhas allega- 
tions, the IAF deputies who 
are usually at the fore of 
those signing up to speak 
against the government did 
not take the podium and left 
it instead to the deputies who 
lashed out at the minister. 

Critics of the powerful Isla- 
mic party maintain that the 
movement failed to give 
adequate attention to Dr. 
Malhas’ charges of corrup- 
tion among businessmen and 
importers and within the 
bureaucracy of the ministry 
itself. 

Two weeks ago, a weekly 
Arabic newspaper quoted 
Dr. Malhas as saying that a 
good quantity of food ’and 
medicine that reaches the 
market does not meet inter- 
national standards and speci- 
fications. 


He pointed the finger at 
what he described as 
“whales” in the business sec- 
tor who, he maintained, have 
exercised pressure and in- 
timidated food and drug con- 
trol employees in his minis- 
try. 

The minister's statements 
created panic in the King- 
dom, especially since Dr. 
Malhas directly connected 
the increased percentage of 
cancer cases in the country 
witfr the quality of imported 
food and drugs. 

The Lower House of Par- 
liament immediately called 
for a session to discuss the 
charges of the minister and 
initiate investigations into the 
minister's claims. The House 
gave the government three 
days to present a report sub- 
stantiating the minister’s 
statements. 

But in what appeared to be 
an isolated incident, the 
IAFs deputies in the Lower 
House were seen as the only 
organised bloc in the House 
which accepted the govern- 
ment’s request to delay dis- 
cussion of what has been 
titled by the local press as 
"Malhas gate.” 

Other “opposition" de- 
puties had demanded that the 
government stick to the dead- 
line of last Sunday but they 
failed to gain the support of 
the IAF deputies except Zar- 
qa Deputy Bassam Emoush, 
who seconded the govern- 


ment’s motion for delay 
saying that they also needed 
time to “collect informa- 
tion." 

Criticism of the IAF 's 
position grew when the presi- 
dent of the Pharmacists Asso- 
ciation, Hussam Mismar, 
who was elected on an Islam- 
ist platform, published a let- 
ter dismissing Dr. Malhas's 
call for upgrading and enforc- 
ing legislation which would 
provide for tighter control 
over the quality of food and 
medicine in the Kingdom. 

At the same time Mr. Mis- 
mar published bis letter in 
local Arabic papers. AI 
Sabeel. an Islamist weekly 
believed to be the mouth- 
piece of the IAF, which also 
marginalised the importance 
of Dr. Malhas's statements 
much to the chagrin of its 
Islamist readers. 

In this week's edition, Al 
Sabeel's editor in chief, Hilmi 
Al As mar, sought to ward off 
criticism that the Islamists 
were in support of business 
interests at the expense of the 
health of the people. 

In a long column he also 
sought to dispel charges that 
the Islamists' dismissal of the 
charges made by Dr. Malhas 
was because he was a well- 
known critic of Islamist calls 
for stricter social laws, espe- 
cially in regards to segrega- 
tion of men and women. Be- 
fore assuming his post as 
minister of health. Dr. 


Malhas wrote a weekly col- 
umn in Al Ra'i Arabic daily 
in which he often lashed out 
at fundamentalist social de- 
mands and called for progres- 
sive and liberal policies. 

“We understand the critic- 
ism of our brothers who love 
us and are loved by us, be- 
cause we did not give the 
food and medicine case its 
due in our earlier edition of 
Al Sabeel,” Mr. Asmar said 
in his column. 

“But it was not because we 
do not want to point to the 
cases of corruption in our 
society and not because we 
are enemies of any particular 
individual,” he added. 


Mr. Asmar asserted since 
other Arabic language papers 
had dedicated enough space 
to the case “Al Sabeel did not 
feel the need to repeat what 
was already published.” 

He was responding to a 
letter the weekly received 
from Tafileh and which was 
signed by 23 IAF supporters. 

In that letter, which Al 
Sabeel published on the in- 
side page, the signatories 
said: "TTiere was great dis- 
appointment among the 
youth of the Islamic move- 
ment when your paper was 
published without investigat- 
ing or saying a word of sup- 
port for this important 
national issue." 

The signatories were espe- 
cially critical of a column by 


Mr. Asmar which the letter 
said “was weak and denied 
the existence of corruption 
but instead took the opposite 
view." 

“If there is animosity to- 
wards some newspapers, then 
this should not stop you as 
Muslims, as a movement and 
newspaper, to say what is 
right," the letter added. 

The signatories also 
pointed that “Islamists were 
the first to open the files of 
corruption in the last Parlia- 
ment, and the Islamists have 
based all their election cam- 
paign on putting an end to 
financial and administrative 
corruption.” 

Al Sabeel also carried two 
items signed by the “editorial 
staff’ in which it said that 
they were happy to receive 
“an unending number of tele- 
phone calls" and that they 
were not above criticism. 

“We stress that we are 
completely on the side of the 
citizen... and by deduction in 
Support of tiie minister of 
health against the whales of 
corruption,’’ one of the 
pieces said. 

The criticism of the IAF 
movement's position was also 
apparent in other papers, in- 
cluding the evening daily 
Akher Khabar, which ac- 
cused the movement of siding 
with the rich against the 
poor. 

“We were hoping that the 


IAF would take this oppor- 
tunity to stand by the minis- 
ter at this crucial moment, 
because it is the poor people 
who give the Islamic move- 
ment its political base and its 
parliamentary seats, and not 
the large businesses even if 
they cloak themselves in 
Islam," it said in an article 
signed by Nahed Hattar. 

"I worry about the move- 
ment, which appears torn be- 
tween the power of the peo- 
ple and the force of those 
with interests, tilting towards 
the side that we cannot 
accept,” Mr. Hattar added. 

Mr. Hattar's column 
appeared side by side with a 
letter from the official 
spokesperson of the IAF de- 
puties, Hamzeh Mansour, 
who was replying to a similar 
charge made by Mr. Hattar a 
day earlier. 


"I was surprised, as were 
my brothers the IAF de- 
puties, by what appeared in 
Mr. Nahed Hattar's article in 
which he categorised the de- 
puties into two groups: One 
with the poor people and the 
other which stands with the 
whales," Mr. Mansour said. 


Wc reject the notion that 
pur society should be divided 
uito rich and poor for wealth 
? J 01 . a crime... Citizens 

K, nch Md P Qor ’ are °ur 

brothers and family;- Dr 
Mansour added. 


DIILIMI uiiuire, uiiiiiw ‘wpwsg ui- -jfri" 

that their relationship is over ^ 
are part of a public relation 
campaign by the prince’s put- * 

ported friends to refurbish' bfe ' eT i. 
image. James Whitaker, the 
Daily Mirror's royal corns- “ ,f ih 
pondent. quotes unnamed 
friends of Prince Charles a$ && 
saying the prince was outraged > **■ 
at reports that he has dumped .he 

Mrs. Parker Bowles. “These . >^ de _ ld 
two are still in love,” he *.dKy 
quoted one purported friend as n v " 


saying. Three Sunday news- ,'jd 


papers reported that the prince \ ^ J 

cut all ties with the 46- year-old ijes it 40 1 v 
wife of an army brigadier to \&i lhe / 
remove any obstacles to . his 
eventual ascension to the ' £ fcse 
throne. Nigel Dempster, the ^ united ‘ 
Mail On Sunday’s gossip col- 
umirist, said friends of the prince - a 
told him Prince -Charles is no ^ asu^ :iE: 
longer accepting phone calls * 
from Mrs- Parker Bowles, a .irialWS 
mother of two. But Mr. Whi- k 

taker and Richard Kay, the 
Daiiy Mail’s royal correspond — T 
dent, reported Monday that » l ‘ ^ of 
Camilla spoke to the prince in j 

Sydney last week. The Prince 
of Wales, who is touring Ao- i J*: ^ j 
stralia, has remained silent on ?*** ‘1-g. 
the issue. So has his staff. 

Rumours of a royal affair.- ‘ ‘ n ; 
which had simmered for years, 
hit the headlines in 1992 when ^ ^ 

newspapers published trans- ^ ^ 
cripts of an intercepted phone -^ rBn ' ' "‘u 
conversation allegedly be- 
tween the prince and the briga- ^ 
dier’s wife expressing their !awnh0 
mutual love. The Church Of — ,sce P 2 
England’s Archdeacon of 
York. George Austin, has sug- -- • lT 

gested that the allegations of aidtuve ‘i 
infidelity -made Prince Charles 3 wnc0C -' 1 
unfit to be king, when he fea Ik 
would also become the 
church’s head. Prince Charles aioitip r 
and Camilla dated when they o*r; for 
were both single and remained atm. 
friepds after Prince 'Charles. . 
married Princess Diana in MOSS 
1981. The prince and princess m-oniy tl 
separated in December 1992 .■ 
and share custody of their "SiAFPi - 
sons, William. 11, and Harry, :ampan.v h 
9. The Daily Express reported be cater 

g ay that senior royai aides 3 .as part .■ 
:d claims by a relative of s men ar 
Parker Bowles that ^Islamic 
• Charles was considering ^ [r^,^ 
a reconciliation with Princess 5 a sal ,j 
Diana. Society writer Una- ^ p | 3n 
Mary . Parker, a cousin by. ’afcnrdav 
marriage of Mrs. Parker- ojj and j. 
Bowles, was quoted as sayingt t 
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Princess Diana had agreed to 
step out of the limelight and 
Prince Charles was giving up 
Camilla as part of “a master 
plan" for reconciliation. 


Prince Charles’ 
attacker on bail 
in hospital 


tMio oft 
:**zed bei 
m sn 
l *iTne le 

^drivers. 

&£ di- 
for 

**wnen h 
Jfttedin 
the 


SYDNEY (R) - The man 
who attacked Britain's Prince 
Charles with a blank pistol 
thought he was on a suicide, 
mission, an Australian judge, 
heard Friday before granting 
bail and ordering him to under- 
go psychiatric treatment. Uni- 
versity student David Kang_ 
23, lunged at Prince Charles^ 
and fired a starter pistol twice- ■ 
during Australia Day celebra-. 
tions in Sydney on Jan. 26, 
No-one was hurt. In a late bail 
hearing. New South Wales 
Supreme Court Judge ; Rex. 
Smart released Mr. Kang on' ■ 
Australian dollar : 5.000 
(53,580) bail provided he re-' 
main in a Sydney hoqntttf 
under the care of his psychuds 
rist. Judge Smart reversed his 
decision to refuse bait ' after’ 
Mr. Kang's psychiatrist pre^ 
sented evidence after inter- 
viewing Mr. Kang in Sydneys 
paximum security Long Baiy' 
Pnson. The court heard earlier 
Friday that Mr. Kang had ex^ 
pected to be shot m the attack 
on Mr. Charles and left a note 
telling his family he expected a 
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